St. Thomas Church

6 Green Street
PO Box 3
Underhill Center, VT 05490

Office Hours:
M-TH 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Priest’s Office Hours:
Tue. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Fr1. 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Phone: 899-4632
Fax: 899-5120

E-Mail: office@stthomasvt.com
Parish Website: www.stthomasvt.com

Religious Education: 899-4770

E-Mail: stthomasrel.ed@vermontcatholic.org

Parish Staft
Rev. Richard Calapan.............. Administrator
Rev. Mr. Peter Brooks..................... Deacon
Theresa GIngras......cccocceeeeveeeennnen. Secretary

Laura Lynch Wells .....Rel. Ed. Coordmator
Patrice Rogers - 399-6226 ..... Music Minstry

St. Thomas Cemeteries

Range Rd., Irish Settlement Rd., Pleasant Valley Rd.

Nate Sullivan - Sexton ............ 802-899-4732

Please call the parish office if you are a new
parishioner and would like to register.

Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM

Daily Masses
Tuesday 6:30 PM Friday 8:00 AM

This schedule is subject to change. Please consult the
weekly bulletin for current schedule.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
First Friday, 8:30-9:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday 5:30-6:15 PM  Saturday 3:15-3:45 PM
Please consult weekly bulletin.

Baptisms
Please call the parish office to set up Baptism
preparation and Baptism date.

Marriages

Call the Pastor mine (9) months 1 advance of the
wedding for preparation meetings.

Sacrament of the Sick & Home Visits
Please call the office 1f you are unable
to attend Mass due to 1llness.

Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are gomg; how can we know the way?”
Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

John 14:5-6




January 6th & 7th, 2024 - The Epiphany of the Lord

WEEKEND AND WEEKDAY MASSES

January 6
SAT 4:00 PM - Mass for the Parishioners of St. Thomas
and St. Mary’s Parishes
6:30 PM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
January 7
SUN 8:30 AM- Mass for the repose of the soul of Johanna
Gandini requested by Donald Gandini
10:30 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
MON - No Mass
TUES 6:30 PM - Mass followed by Adoration - for the
health & well being of the Hoffman Family
WED 8:00 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
THU No Mass
FRI 8:00 AM - Mass at St. Thomas
January 13
SAT 4:00 PM - Mass for the repose of the soul of Armand
and Theresa Nadeau
6:30 PM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
January 14
SUN 8:30 AM- Mass for the repose of the soul of Sandra

Lynch requested by Laura Wells
10:30 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

inistry Exgra_ordina%y
M"‘}Ia?]tua S1c3h&e ? 4UIe Ministers o Lectors
January 15 & 12 Holy Communion
4:00 PM SATURDAY C Ferreira L Berard
8:30 AM SUNDAY Deacon Peter F Hardy

K of C Country Breakfast
The Knights of Columbus Council #7810 will serve a Breakfast on
Sunday, January 14th from 8 -10:30 AM in the St. Thomas Parish
hall, Underhill Center, VT. The buffet style breakfast will include
juice, eggs, pancakes, sausage, bacon, home fries, and coffee or
tea. The cost is a suggested donation of $12. ALL ARE WELCOME!
Come and bring the whole family to this delicious breakfast

Offertory Envelopes for 2024
The new boxed offertory envelopes for 2024 are available at the
front entrance of the church. Please take yours home with you
today. If you do not have envelopes, but would like to, please call
the office (802-899-4632) and a box will be assigned to you.

2023 Donation Statements
Offertory donation statements will be mailed before the end of
January for those who made any donation during 2024. If you do
not receive one and feel you should have, please let the office
know.

Stewardship - December 30/31, 2023

Weekly Budgeted Goal: ........ccereverenerernreerererenneneserenens $ 2,459.81
Regular Collection: ....(incl. $858 On-Line Giving).......$ 2,563.00

‘We offer online giving at www.stthomasvt.com/donate or
you can mail your contributions directly to the parish at
PO Box 3, Underhill Center, VT 05490.

Thank you for your generosity to St. Thomas Parish!

The Baptism of the Lord, January 8, 2024

The Feast of the Baptism of our Lord follows the Epipha-
ny because both are events by which God makes his
mystery clearer to the human mind.

In the Epiphany, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity
was worshiped by foreigners who had been led to Beth-
lehem, but the Magi knew only that the Holy Child was
the long-awaited Messiah (Anointed One, as King David
was anointed). Fast forward to the beginning of that
Child's mature ministry, and there it is revealed that he
is the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity.

The baptism of our Lord was a symbol and not a sacra-
ment because the sacrament of baptism washes away
sin, and Christ had no sin. A sacrament actually confers
a grace from God, so our Lord's baptism qualifies as a
sacramental. St. John the Baptist did not use the term
sacramental, but he described it when he said, "l bap-
tize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit" (Mark 1:8).

But Baptism in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, is one of the seven sacraments,
and washes away sin because it confers the grace of
God and moves the soul to desire the other sacraments.

Conferring a name in baptism intensifies our relationship
with God, who "adopts™ us as his sons and daugh-
ters. Pope Benedict XVI said, "Every baptized child ac-
quires the character of the son of God, beginning with
their Christian name, an unmistakable sign that the Holy
Spirit causes men to be born anew in the womb of the
Church." So, it is salutary to be careful in choosing
names that identify with the great saints who have gone
before us.

Parents, let us follow our Lord and lead our children
closer to God through the sacraments of the Church,
beginning with that important sacrament of Baptism.

PARISH EVENTS

Sunday 1/7  Undecorate church after Mass
10:00 AM - Religious Ed
Monday 1/8 9:00 AM - Bone Builders
Tuesday 1/9  9:00 AM - Bone Builders
5:30 PM - Confessions
7:30 PM - Knights of Columbus Meeting
Wednesday 1/10  9:00 AM - Bone Builders
Thursday 1/11 9:30 AM - Social Concerns
Friday 1/12  9:45 AM - Bone Builders
Saturday 1/13 3:15 PM - Confessions
Sunday  1/14 8-11:00 AM - K of C Country Breakfast

10:00 AM - Religious Ed




Religious Education 2024

?
t 7\ 24 Religious Ed Classes begin at 10:00 AM.
*\ 2 %8 There will be no opening this morning so
*L 4 = just go directly to your class.

Adult Confirmation begins February 20

Adult Catholics who have been baptized, received First
Communion and are practicing their Catholic faith but
have not celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation are
invited to participate in a formation program for the
sacrament. Interested persons contact Laura Wells at
St. Thomas Parish in Underhill Center by January 15 to
prepare for the sacrament.
Email: stthomasrel.ed@vermontcatholic.org or call 802-
899-4770 or text 802-777-8062.

Pro-Life Lobby Day

Chittenden County Right to Life will be attending Pro-
Life Lobby Day as a group on February 21. All are wel-
come. Mark your calendar and plan to caravan with us
to the State House in Montpelier to quietly and effec-
tively advocate for LIFE! More details to follow.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 16 in St.
John Vianney Parish Hall, 160 Hinesburg Road in South
Burlington, from 7-8pm. We have renewed energy and
commitment — and new volunteers and input are al-
ways welcome. Contact chitrighttolife@gmail.com for
more information.

Age Well Grab and Go!

Our Age Well Grab and Go meal is available to
those 60 and over and will be held on Wednes-
day, January 31, with pickup 11-12pm. If you
would like a meal, please contact Teri by 1/26 at
802-899-4632 or office@stthomasvt.com to
register. This month’s meal includes: Sliced pot
roast au jus, Ranch mashed potatoes, carrots &
cabbage, wheat roll, apple pie, & milk. The
cost is a suggested donation of $5.

Make faith formation a lifelong effort .
Faith formation should not end at Confirmation

Milestone Anniversaries

Married Couples celebrating milestone anniver-
saries in 2024, who wish to be recognized at the
Diocesan Anniversary Mass, on February 4, 2024,
at the 10AM Mass, can register by contacting Ni-
cole Hamilton at nhamilton@vermontcatholic.org
or 802-658-6110 x1131. Recognition is given to
couples celebrating marriages of 5, 10, 15, 20...50,
51, or more years. We will need to know the
names of the couples (as they want it spelled on
the certificate), anniversary date and year, current
parish, and email address. The deadline to regis-
ter is Friday, January 26, 2024.

French-Canadian Dinner

The Knights of Columbus from Our Lady of the
Holy Rosary Church, Richmond and Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church, Williston will again be
hosting their annual French-Canadian Dinner
on Feb 3, 2024. Due to COVID, for the past several
years this annual dinner was only available via
takeout . This February 3rd, diners will have the
opportunity to partake of the supper in person in
the Holy Rosary Church Hall or as a take out din-
ner for $15/dinner. The dinner consists
of Tourtiere (Meat) Pie (1/4 pie), Pea Soup (8
ounces),Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, and vari-
ous desserts.

January Word of Life

“0 Blessed Mother, you received the good news
of the incarnation of Christ, your Son, with faith
and trust. Grant your protection to all pregnant
mothers facing difficulties. Guide us as we strive
to make our parish communities places of wel-
come and assistance for mothers in need. Help us
become instruments of God’s love and compas-
sion.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “A Prayer

for Pregnant Mothers”

Readings
For the Week

.*.

S
January 8

The Baptism of the Lord
Is 42:1-4, 6-7
Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3,9-10
Mk 1:7-11

January 9
15m 1:9-20

Mk 1:21-28

January 10
1Sm 3:1-10, 19-20
Mk 1:29-39

January 11
1Sm 4:1-11

Mk 1:40-45

January 12
1Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a
Mk 2:1-12

January 13
1Sm9:1-4,17-19; 10:1
Mk 2:13-17

January 14

Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
1Sm 3:3b-10, 19
Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10
1 Cor 6:13c¢-15a, 17-20
Jn 1:35-42

Calcutta 2024!

Save the Date For the St. Thomas Church Calcutta, Satur-
day, April 13, 2024, at the Mansfield Barn in Jericho, ca-
tered by the Jericho Café. A Calcutta is a fundraising
event. It is lively and entertaining, and includes socializ-
ing and dinner with a cash bar, along with a chance to
win prizes, including a CASH Grand Prize! Contact Sharon
Lockwood at SDL930@comcast.net if interested in volun-
teering or need more information.

If you would like to add or remove someone from this list, please call the office at 802-899-4632

WE PRAY FOR

SICK: For all our sick: Jen DiNardo, David Claghorn, Ed Keeler, Tonia Barbin, Ab-
by Wintersteen, Jack Russ, Lawrence Lecours, Deacon Gerry Scilla, Patricia Stone,
Amy Gratton, Audra Goss, Alex Wintersteen, Dorothy Reny, Maureen Mayes, John
Lehouiller, Joseph Tijan, Meghan Diana, Diann Bean, Jay Tisbert, Jerry Reny, Janine
Fleri, Bob Keeler, Amy Burdine, Will Esmay, Joanna Weinstock, Yurij Bihun, Nate
Sullivan, Tom Bartlett, Jerome LeClair, Deena DeMartino, Rick Wilhelm, Linda
Schaeffler, Mary Martelle, Tim Reny, Steve Guay, Zilda Metcalf, Kit Wheatley, Mi-
chael Carter, Bob Stone, Wally Stone, Howard McRae, and all those preparing for or

recovering from surgery.

DECEASED: For all who have died, especially Diane Dufresne and Andy Bibb, and

all deceased members of St. Thomas & St. Mary's Parishes.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS OF THIS BULLETIN............. THEY SUPPORT US!!
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Snowflake Chocolales

St. Thomas Church
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RCIA = Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults
Are you interested in becoming a
Catholic or interested in learming more

about Jesus Chnist and the Catholic
Church? RCIA is the process by
which adults are received into the
church and receive the sacraments.

Adult Confirmation
Are you an adult who has not et
received the sacrament of Confirma-

l PATTERSON| ‘iwuionime ™

parent for baptism, you are -
Fuel S required to have received the ;'_J!SH.
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CARPET CLEANING, LLC

802-777-0848

1907 Williston Road Sales: (802) 8818511 | \\ww_absolutecarpetcleaningvt.com
So. Burlington, VT 05403 Service: (902) 634343 P 9
BarrysAutomotiveVT.com Fan: (802) 6604393 35 Years of Experience « Free Estimates
Specialized in wool, cotton, and all synthetics
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DIRECT CRF_M:\TION SERVICES
GIFFORD FENERAL BONE & Sevowng o of Vermant st Commpussionate Care of a0 aforidale jprace
CREMATION SERVICE
Privately Owned Q A Member of the
Bless Enc J. Hanlev * Roger St Hilasre, Jr AW FOr Vapetd Home Ty g
¥ Serving All Denominations Total Direct Cremation Charges: » /
America $1,495.00
(MZHM-ZZ}I Fax (802) 434-T348
22 DEPOT ST.. RICHMOND. VT 05477
Pierre Donzé Inc. In loving memory of Millicent Dixon Would you like to

place an ad in our bulletin?

Trowel Coats +4 444444444
V O — Call the parish office
- at 899-4632 for details.
PO Sox28 ProreFax BO2E44
CHOMAYT DI Gt ot eens Benefactor of the

St. Thomas Cemeteries




