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From tHe PreSident...

Impacting Our World

Chris McCarville (R97)
President, Xavier High School

     @CRXPres | chris.mccarville@xaviersaints.org

When our doors opened in the fall 
of 1998, I’m not sure anyone imag-
ined the impact Xavier would have 
on our world.

Some of you may remember all the 
struggles that came along with two 
schools merging into one brand 
new building. If you do, perhaps 
you remember the great hallway 

flood of 1998? Or the nightmares with the playing surface we 
had that first football season on Saints Field (which led to the 
famous and now extinct, massive 
crown that existed for many years). 
And words to our new fight song? It 
took awhile to learn those (Hey, it’s 
our fight song, not USC’s!).

There was so much hard work that 
went into getting this school off the 
ground. Now, nearly 25 graduating 
classes later, it’s incredible to see 
how far we’ve come.  The impact 
Xavier has had not just on our own 
community, but quite literally, the 
world, has been incredible.

Recently, we rebranded our annual 
fund to be called the “Xavier Impact 
Fund.” Given the amazing impact 
Xavier has made over the years, 
we thought this title was more than 
appropriate. And this fiscal year, we 
set an aggressive goal to increase funds raised to a total of $1 
million (a 25% increase!). The reason for such a large jump in our 
fundraising goal? Our teachers.

Over the past two years, Xavier and all Xavier Catholic Schools 
(XCS), have collaboratively worked together on a five-year plan 
to increase teacher pay. When we began this initiative, we knew 
at Xavier High School our teachers were being paid at 79% of 
the salary matrix base compared to those who taught in the 
Cedar Rapids Community School District (CRCSD). We also knew 
that the gap was widening.

This current school year, our teachers received “year one” of 
our plan to begin to get them caught up to their counterparts in 
the CRCSD, receiving a 6% increase in pay. For next school year 
(2023-2024), XCS schools have another 6% pay increase budget-
ed once again. Our hope is to continue at this rate for another 
three years to hopefully reach our goal and have our teachers 
be paid much more competitively. It is long overdue and most 
certainly deserved.

We can have a nice shiny building that is attractive and appeal-
ing. Sure, winning state titles is something of which to take great 
pride. We can send young men and women off to vowed and or-

dained lives within the Church (which we’ve done 
at an impressive rate compared to national aver-
ages). But if we don’t have quality teachers work-
ing with our students to help create the impact 
we’ve made for nearly 25 years, it’s reasonable to 
believe the quality of the product we deliver will 
slowly dwindle.

From my seat as president, I can tell you it’s 
exciting to see the plans we’re currently putting 
together for building and campus renovation 
and expansion (for the next 25 years of Xavier!). 
It’s exciting to watch our students continue to be 
successful both inside and outside of the class-
room. When I go to Mass, I love occasionally 
seeing Sister Louis Marie Zogg (X05) praying with 
me, as together we listen to an incredible homily 
given by Fr. Dennis Conway (X09). None of this is 
possible without the same level of well-qualified, 
dedicated teachers we’ve enjoyed since Xavier 
has been in existence. 

If you haven’t already, can you help us out and make a donation 
today at XavierSaints.org/Impact?

And if you have already helped us toward our big Impact Fund 
goal this year, our future generations of Saints, including our own 
two future Saints, Jack (X36) and Cole (X38), say “thank you.” 

The McCarville family: Erica with Cole 
(X38) and Chris (R97) with Jack (X36).
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2023 Business Chairs, Brooke McLaughlin and Kate (Barnts) 
Lyon (X99), share with business volunteers their reasons why 
they give of their time to the business campaign.

Chris McCarville (R97) recognized 2022 Business Outreach 
leaders, Brooke McLaughlin and Maria (Johnson) Drees (X00), 
for their leadership in last year’s efforts. 

Impacting Our World

The Xavier business campaign 
launched on February 14 with 

a breakfast for our business 
outreach volunteers. Thank you 
to the more than 45 volunteers 

helping to reach our Xavier  
Impact Fund goal!

For a list of the  
2021-2022 supporting  

business partners, visit: 
XavierSaints.org/Supporting-Businesses.

BUSINESS 
OUTREACH

Goal: $150,000

THANK YOU 
to Our 2023 Business 
Outreach Volunteers:

Brooke McLaughlin, Chair
Kate (Barnts) Lyon (X99), Co-Chair
Holly Adams
Stephen Adams
Erik Bjorseth
Dick Breitbach, Jr. (R83)
Steve Cairney
Cassandra (Chalhoub) Kotek (X09)
Christina Chalhoub (X04)
Don Chizek
Amanda D’Amico
Maria (Johnson) Drees (X00)
Mike Esker
Chris Fischer
Dr. Benjamin Fuller (X00)
Mike Gannon
Jeff Hines
Tom Hoffmann
Duane Jasper
Kevin Jasper
Brad Joens (R96)
Felisha Junge
Bruce Kramer
Jim Lemke (L83)
Patrick Lester (L73)
Tim Leuck (R94)
Joe Mailander (R95)
Jim McPartland (R75)
Dennis Martin (R77)
Chris Moore (R79)
Casey O’Donnell (L97)
Kirk Sadilek
Barb Schmall
Randy Scholer
Duane Schulte (L80)
Erica (Drown) Seelman (X06)
Edwin Sevcik
Chris Sherman (R90)
Max Smith
Dave Stoltenberg
Cynthia Sueppel
Carter Valentine (X12)
Doug Valentine
Mitch Valentine (X10)
Dennis Waldron
Dr. John Wollner
Tyler Wright (X11)

We are excited to introduce our new video board supporter 
initiative as part of this campaign. Five video boards will be 
installed throughout the Xavier campus over the course of this 
spring and summer, and each will be available for our business 
partners to receive recognition for their support of the Xavier 
Impact Fund.

NEW: 
Video Board 

Initiative
LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS INITIATIVE ON PAGE 5.

Xavier imPact Fund uPdateS

Concept of various recognition options available through the new video board initiative. Loren Coppock (L66) - 
   24 years of service

Kevin Giles - 14 years of service
Lorie Hines - 14 years of service
Ken Heying - 12 years of service
Wes Cooling - 5 years of service
Steve Nurre - 5 years of service

Connie Bartels - 4 years of service

THANK YOU 
to our retiring business 

volunteers that have faithfully 
served the business campaign:
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You won’t want to miss the 5th Anniversary of 
Forever Saints Day on April 13, 2023! We’ll 
celebrate the past, present and future of Catholic 
education with special guests, performances, hourly 
prizes, and a lot of “High 5” themed fun! Join co-hosts 
Mitch Fick (X05) and Katie (Mills) Giorgio (X99) as we 
broadcast live from Xavier High School at the top of 
each hour beginning at Noon (CST), and ending with 
our second annual “All Alumni & Friends Happy Hour” 
from 5-7 p.m. at Winestyles (4201 42nd St NE #170, 
Cedar Rapids)! 

Catch the livestream at XavierSaints.org/FSD or on 
Xavier’s Facebook page (Facebook.com/XavierSaints) 
and help us raise important funds to increase pay for 
our Xavier Catholic School teachers. 

‘HIGH FIVE’ 
  FOR FOREVER SAINTS DAY!
   EVENT CELEBRATING ITS FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
   Goal: $115,000

In the fall we launched the Xavier 
Impact Fund - Parish Outreach in all 11 
of our partner parishes. Thanks to the 
overwhelming support of our priests, 
parishioners, principals, and outreach 
leadership, we are thrilled to share that 
we are 95% of the way to the parish 
outreach goal of $550,000! 

Several parishes have already met 
their individual parish goals and will be 
receiving money back for their parish 
to use for their greatest need. 
Congratulations to All Saints, St. 
Jude, St. Patrick, and St. Pius X par-
ishes for reaching their goals already!

Thank you to our Future Saints from St. Pius X 
Elementary School who answered the call to help 
raise money for the Xavier Impact Fund. These 
Panthers flexed their creative and entrepreneurial 
muscles to craft and sell “WWJD” bracelets, 
generating $1,330 for the Xavier Impact Fund. 
Students presented XHS president, 
Chris McCarville (R97), with a check in February at 
St. Pius X. Thank you for making a difference!

MOMENT ON MISSION:
ST. PIUS X ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS MAKE 
AN IMPACT!

PARISH
OUTREACH

Goal: $550,000

ALUMNI: GET INVOLVED!
ArE yOU AN ALUM whO wOULD LIkE TO GET INVOLVED AND hELp Us 

crEATE ExcITEMENT AND sprEAD ThE wOrD ThrOUGh ALL 
LAsALLE-rEGIs-xAVIEr ALUMNI AND frIENDs? pLEAsE cONTAcT 
MAry hArkEN AT MhArkEN@xAVIErfOUNDATION.OrG TODAy! 

FOREVER SAINTS DAY:
THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2023
LIVESTREAM: STARTS AT NOON (CST) 

XAVIERSAINTS.ORG/FSD

Xavier imPact Fund uPdateS

XavierSaintS.org/imPact
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We will be seeing some exciting technology additions to the Xavier campus this 
year. You may have already seen the new video boards in the Ron Thillen Gym-
nasium this past year, which are used for a myriad of events hosted in the gym 
(pictured to the left). For example, during Mass, the prayers and songs are pro-
jected onto the board for all in attendance to see. During pep rallies, hype videos 
and pictures are displayed on the board to raise the energy and excitement within 
the gym. For athletic events, it’s used as a scoreboard. It has also been used for 
a movie showing for our elementary school students during Future Saints activi-
ties. With endless possibilities, Xavier is excited to announce the addition of three 
more video boards coming soon to Xavier’s Ken Charipar Baseball Field, Bob 
Erusha Softball Field and Saints Field.

Currently, Xavier utilizes FairPlay scoreboards, but a switch is being made to the 
new and improved video board system. Xavier has several reasons for the switch: 
The first is the aesthetic look the new boards will bring -- the vibrant colors and 
display content will enhance the atmosphere at various events. Another reason for 
the switch is due to the age of the current boards and ability to fix them when they 
have issues. FairPlay was a very popular and recognized brand for scoring. How-
ever, the company has diminished and finding technicians and parts for repairs has 
proven increasingly difficult if not impossible. “The scoreboards were getting old 
and dying,” said Xavier President Mr. McCarville. The boards have been having 
clock issues and all-around maintenance problems due to their age.

“We saw it not only as an opportunity to fix the scoreboards, but to also have an 
opportunity to support the businesses that support Xavier,” stated McCarville. “I 
am excited for the long-time business supporters to receive even more recogni-
tion than they have previously received.” Just as the businesses that have previ-
ously supported Xavier received recognition in the past, the new boards will give 
businesses additional marketing recognition. Xavier will offer six different pack-
ages for companies to be a part of which offer different levels of recognition.*

All three boards are on track to be installed for use by the start of the fall sea-
son. The baseball and softball fields are scheduled to be installed first, which 
will be prior to their 2023 season. The dimensions of the boards are very similar 
to the current boards already installed. Ken Charipar Baseball Field will be similar 
in size to the current board. Bob Erusha Softball Field and Saints Field will see 
larger boards than currently installed. The goals for the boards are very straight-
forward. Not only will they enhance each and every facility, but also to generate 
revenue for the Xavier Foundation to continue to make upgrades to Xavier, and 
promote different causes (such as this current year’s cause to raise Xavier Catholic 
Schools teachers’ salaries). 

*Businesses: Reserve your recognition of support spot 
today! Packages will be available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
You can contact the Xavier Foundation to reserve your recognition of 
support at development@xavierfoundation.org or 319.378.4571.

Learn more about the Xavier Video Board Initiative: 

XavierSaints.org/Business.Prototype display of recognition during 
starting line-ups.

Bigger. Bolder. Better.
Video Boards Bring New Life & New Opportunities to Xavier

Written by Charles Allen (X23), Xavier Foundation Intern
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In this article, we highlight a few of our longtime business supporters of Xavier. Please consider these 
partnering businesses and others listed when purchasing goods and services as a way of showing your appreciation for their

continued support of Xavier. View Our Business Partner listing at XavierSaints.org/Supporting-Businesses.

Adcraft Printing 
Company
Shawn Gallagher, Owner
With two daughters that graduated 
from Xavier, the Gallagher family has 
deep roots in the Xavier community. 
They believe Xavier set their chil-
dren up for success at an extremely 
young age. “The quality education 
they received and the hard work and 
commitment to success they were 
taught at Xavier played a large part 

in their success as adults,” said Shawn Gallagher, owner of 
Adcraft Printing Company. Adcraft has been a key supporter 
of Xavier and the Xavier Foundation for many years. They 
believe the faith-based educational opportunities provided 
from Xavier provides the community with a steady flow of 
intelligent, hard working, and caring young people. At Adcraft 
they believe these core values and characteristics are neces-
sary for not only a successful person, but also a community. 
“Xavier is an asset in the recruitment and retention of busi-
ness to the metro area,” stated Gallagher. Because of these 
core beliefs, Adcraft has supported Xavier continuously. They 
believe in the mission of the school and the results it achieves 
in graduating tomorrow’s leaders. “Having a school like Xavier 
assures local businesses like Adcraft Printing will always have 
a steady supply of leaders and innovators with a deep sense 
of integrity and work ethic to help us succeed in the coming 
decades.” The Xavier Community is proud of our alumni and 
all they have accomplished for this community. We are grate-
ful for the support of the local companies such as Adcraft for 
their generosity and support through all levels of the Xavier 
Catholic School System.

Hills Bank
Brad Joens, Senior Vice President
To Hills Bank, they believe in caring 
for not only their customers but for 
their entire community in which they 
serve. Hills Bank has been a long time 
partner and supporter of the Xavier 
Saints. They provide financial support 
and staff to Xavier Catholic Schools 

to promote financial literacy and leadership. Education is 
very important to Hills Bank and their support with Xavier 
is a prime example of this. “Having high quality schools is 
vital because without it, we would not be able to attract 
and retain residents, businesses, and development to our 
area.” said Senior Vice President Brad Joens (R96). More 
specifically, Catholic education is extremely important to 
the Joens family. As a graduate of Regis Class of 1996 and 
president of the LaSalle-Regis-Xavier Alumni Association, 
Brad finds a deep connection and value to our Catholic 
schools because of his education, but also through his 
children. Brad has two children within the Xavier Catholic 
School system: Delaney is in fifth grade and Andrew is in 
kindergarten at St. Pius X Elementary School, and Brad’s 
wife, Cara, works at Xavier High School in Student Services. 
“Being a part of the St. Pius X school community has been 
an amazing experience for our kids. The education is high 
quality and they learn that God is present and active in their 
lives,” stated Joens. That truly is the impact that Catholic 
education has on the lives of everyone involved. Between 
the highest quality education and the deep faith aspect, 
Xavier is a great contributor to our larger community. The 
Xavier community is grateful for the commitment of Hills 
Bank to bettering schools in the metro area.

Partnering for a Brighter 
Tomorrow is Good Business
Written by Charles Allen (X23), Xavier Foundation Intern

BUSINESS FEATURE
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Partner BuSineSS Feature

Oscar’s Restaurant
George & Marie Chalhoub, Owners
For Oscar’s Restaurant, the choice to 
support Xavier was easy. “Catholic ed-
ucation is a direct vision of our Lord. It 
is valuable to us because it mirrors the 
values and morals that we teach our 
children,” said Marie Chalhoub, owner 
of Oscar’s Restaurant. Oscar’s has 
been a fan of Xavier High School for 
years. They support Xavier because of 

the massive symbol of faith within the Cedar Rapids commu-
nity. Marie attended Immaculate Conception and graduated 
from Regis High School. She now has grandchildren who are 
also enrolled within Xavier Catholic Schools. “Catholic educa-
tion has always been and always will be a reflection of Christ 
in our lives, the people we impact, and those that impact us 
every day,” says Chalhoub. The Chalhoub family believes that 
Xavier is a key part to the community and the development of 
the next generation of leaders within the Cedar Rapids area. 
“Having a Catholic school like Xavier available to inspiring 
young minds in our area instills hard work, dedication, and 
passion which positively impacts our business and our Cedar 
Rapids community,” says Chalhoub. Oscar’s Restaurant has 
been a key supporter for Xavier for many years and truly be-
lieves in all that is done in and around Xavier to develop the 
total person in a Catholic environment.

Coldwell Banker
Mike Esker, President 
Xavier is blessed with support from Cold-
well Banker. A large part of the success 
and achievement Xavier students experi-
ence stems from a focus on doing the 
little things well, making them everyday 
habits - a focus that is fortified by Xavier’s 
approach to developing its students. 

This same focus is emphasized at Coldwell Banker, creating a 
natural partnership as both entities strive for excellence in a 
similar manner. 
 “The small actions and routines we do each day are impor-
tant,” said Coldwell Banker President Mike Esker. “Xavier’s 
culture, teachers, and staff have had a great impact on each of 
our children.” 
 The Eskers are longtime supporters of Catholic education. 
Mike and his wife, Jody, have six children, all of whom have 
graduated from or are currently attending Xavier Catholic 
Schools. Jody also serves as Xavier’s Campus Ministry coordi-
nator, a role she has embraced for over a decade. 
 “At Coldwell Banker, it’s a priority for us to share our treasures, 
talent, and time with Xavier,” said Esker. “Having great institu-
tions for education, such as Xavier, also helps our organization. 
We are blessed to be able to promote the great educational 
options for incoming families in our community. 
 The Xavier community is extremely grateful for the continued 
support of Coldwell Banker and the Esker Family.

VIEw ALL Of OUr pArTNErING 
BUsINEssEs AT 

xAVIErsAINTs.OrG/BUsINEss

PARTNERING
BUSINESSES

Partnering for a Brighter 
Tomorrow is Good Business

Vander Zee Family Donates 
Automated External Defibrillators
Two Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) were recent-
ly donated to Xavier High School by Dr. John and Jennifer 
Vander Zee, parents of Ella and Michael (X25). The family 
wanted to ensure that the AEDs would be available when 
our Xavier teams travel to away games. We are grateful 
for the Vander Zee family for their timely and generous 
donation.
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2006 Xavier graduate Erica (Drown) Seelman is an active member of 
the Xavier alumni board, mother of two Future Saints at St. Matthew 
Elementary, was raised Lutheran, and now is a recent convert to 
Catholicism. She is an avid Xavier fan, and you can spot Erica with 
her family at various Xavier events. However, she walked the halls of 
Xavier not too long ago. “I loved my experience at Xavier,” stated 
Seelman, and there is a lot more that goes into that. The word 
‘community’ is one that comes to mind when 
Seelman thinks about the Xavier experience. 

From Xavier’s sense of community and focus 
on Christ, Seelman recalls an environment 
where individuals who may not be Catholic 
still feel welcomed. Xavier continues to be a 
special place to her for many reasons, espe-
cially the people she has met over the years. 
For Seelman’s parents, the choice of Catholic 
schooling for their daughter was a decision 
they made...“For me to be in a Christian 
environment, in addition to the small class size 
and community atmosphere.” 

During Seelman’s time at Xavier, Father Vu 
was integral in her conversion to Catholicism. 
According to Seelman, “Father Vu was always 
supportive of my faith life while never pushing 
my conversion. He is someone who sparked 
my interest in the church years ago and we’ve 
been able to stay in touch. When our second 
son was born in 2017, my husband and I had 
a knock on the hospital door. It was Fr. Vu and he was there to pray 
for our newborn baby.” She also made many friendships at Xavier 
that are still in her life today. 

Seelman always appreciated the well-known fact that within the 
Xavier community there are many who are always sending prayers 
and well wishes to those they have met through Xavier, but Seel-
man felt that in a special way prior to her conversion. During the 
summer of 2020, the passing of Seelman’s grandmother, whom 
she was very close with, and the Derecho took place within days of 
each other. “These two tragedies happening within the span of 48 
hours made me realize how truly important faith is,” Seelman said. 
At this same time in her life, Seelman heard a call of  ‘What are 
you waiting for?’ in regards to her becoming Catholic.

She and her husband Brett, who is Catholic, had both of their boys, 
Henrik and Leo baptized, and Seelman spent a lot of time studying 
the Catholic faith through books, podcasts, and listening to others 
conversion stories, trying to learn as much as she could about the 
Catholic church and its teachings. But when that call came to stop 
waiting, she began to make the steps toward her conversion. Her 
journey of conversion was not one that happened overnight. 

“My journey to the Catholic Church was 
an unexpected journey, and one I never 
saw coming. I found myself undeniably 
drawn to the sacred tradition, depth and 
beauty of the Catholic Church. I didn’t 
know how to participate in Mass, which 
was humbling. This forced me to slow 
down and listen to what God was trying 
to tell me. It is amazing when you let 
God do the talking,” exclaimed Seelman.

Another person who made a huge impact 
on her conversion is Fr. Aaron Junge (X08). 
“Fr. Aaron Junge, a fellow Xavier alumnus, 
was another important person to me as I 
explored the Catholic faith. He went above 
and beyond to answer all of my questions and 
has been there every step of the way. He is an 
incredibly wise priest, and he makes the faith 
exciting. I feel so thankful our paths crossed 
when they did,” stated Seelman. Even now, as 
a Xavier alumni and parent of two young stu-

dents at St. Matthew Elementary, Seelman can see the greatness 
that is Catholic schooling. “As parents, we have a short amount 
of time to bring up our children in faith. Children have their own 
unique relationship with God that needs to be nurtured. The ability 
to pray and talk about God in a Catholic school is an incredible 
blessing,” says Seelman.

If there is one word to describe what Xavier means to Seelman, it 
is ’community.’ It is from the aspect of support from the Xavier 
community in the time between her moving away and living in 
Boston, to coming back home to Cedar Rapids. It is a community 
of uplifting and understanding. A community of friendship, and 
acceptance. Xavier is an incredible community to be a part of, and 
Seelman’s story only exemplifies that statement.

An Undeniable 
Community 

Written by Vivian Odubasa (X23), Xavier Foundation Intern

The Seelman family: Erica (X06) with 
husband, Brett, and sons, Henrik 
and Leo.
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The magnificent seventh season of Dancing with the Saints 
featured an evening packed with all the fun and excitement 
this event brings year after year. On January 14, 2023, guests 
were treated to eleven show-stopping performances by Tami 
Westhoff and Cameron Boyd, Randy Deutmeyer and Sara 
Eighme, Christina Chalhoub (X04) and Derrick Murray, 
Nikki Wilcox and Billy Vogl, Cory Rath and Grace Beaty, 
Scot Hughes and Erica Ireland, Britney Courter and Brody 
White (X09), Devin Sires and Vanessa Terrell, Michelle 
Ridder and Shawn Nelson, Wes Cooling and Susie Murray, 
and Dr. Vincent Reid and Alizabeth Von Presley. 

These dancing pairs went above and beyond with the mo-
tivation of increasing pay for PK-12 Xavier Catholic Schools 
teachers. All of our participants gave remarkable performanc-
es and the Xavier community is proud and thankful for each 
dancer and pro. The People’s Choice Champions are Britney 
Courter and Brody White, who raised the most voting dona-
tion dollars. Devin Sires and Vanessa Terrel had an impres-
sive, country-inspired performance and earned the Judge’s 
Choice Champions award. The Best Choreography award was 
earned by Nikki Wilcox and Billy Vogl for their flawless danc-
ing performance. Congratulations to all of our award winners!

We are thrilled to announce that DWTS Season 7 raised 
over $200,000 in proceeds to support the PK-12 Xavier 
Catholic Schools teacher salaries. Collectively, this event has 
reached the $1 million mark in combined proceeds from 
all seven seasons of Dancing with the Saints. We are grateful 
for every person involved in making this event a continued 
success: the dancers, the volunteers, the audience, and espe-
cially those who donate toward the event each year. 

    

This event, one of the biggest nights in the Xavier com-
munity, will continue in 2024 for DWTS Season 8. Elated 
does not describe how eager we are to see this show-
case featuring: Scott Ireland, Erica McCarville, Liz Carter, 
Ashlee Fandel, Eric Conlon, Jennifer Meyer (R98), Matt 
Evans, Kelley Dempewolf, and Reggie Schulte (X13). 

Save the date for Season 8 and join us 
on Saturday, January 13, 2024!

LOOKING GREAT 
FOR SEASON 8!

Dancing with the Saints:

Magnificent No. 7
Written by Marissa Rushton (X23), Xavier Foundation Intern

People’s Choice:
Britney Courter & 
Brody White (X09)

Judges’ Choice:
Devin Sires & 

Vanessa Terrell

Best Choreography:
Nikki Wilcox & 

Billy Vogl
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Xavier In the Community: 
We Are All 

“Called to be Saints”
Written by Vivian Odubasa (X23), Xavier Foundation Intern

This school year, Michael Goldsmith, a revered and tenured Xavier 
teacher, introduced a new impactful service learning class titled, 
“Called to be Saints.” The goal of the class is to have students learn 
how to better help Immaculate Conception Church minister to the 
homeless population in Cedar Rapids. According to Goldsmith, 
“‘Called to be Saints’ is a theology elective focused on Catholic 
social teaching. In short, it tries to do what Saints do: Pray and fo-
cus on your interior life, and then go serve others. Our class meets 
in the basement of Immaculate 
Conception Church, and then 
typically walks to downtown non-
profits where we work and learn 
from people there.” 

The inspiration for this course 
came from an interesting per-
spective, “I felt my own personal 
faith life lacked action, and com-
mitment to the Church’s social 
teachings. I wasn’t going where 
Jesus wanted me to go, and do-
ing what He wanted me to do”, 
said Goldsmith. He also gave a 
summary of what a normal day 
looks like, “On a typical day, we 
take vans to Immaculate Con-
ception Church, where our class 
meets in their church basement. 
We have organized prayer activi-
ties, and learn about the lives of 
the Saints. Then we would walk 
to a local nonprofit, and work for 
about 90 minutes before return-
ing to Xavier.” In its inaugural year, the class includes eleven senior 
dedicated students who want to learn more about how they can 
grow in their faith. “We all became friends which was really cool,” 
said senior Marissa Rushton (X23), “…we were able to talk about 
our own faith and opinions and learn from each other.” 

Students, teachers, pastors, and organization leaders are collabo-
rating to lay the groundwork for a permanent relationship whereby 
Immaculate Conception is seen as a parish where the homeless feel 
welcome, and the face of Christ is seen in all. Under the guidance of 
Goldsmith, the class periods consist of hands-on work throughout 
the community, while also being a great way for students to develop 

in their faith life. Students have experienced new forms of leadership 
and new ways to cope with different situations that were not always 
the most comfortable to step into. Goldsmith offered his perspec-
tive in saying “I think the biggest thing is to not only accept, but 
to seek some nervousness and lack of comfort in your faith life. 
Our students entered several situations that were new to them, and 
came out better people because of what others taught us.” 

As a final project for the 
semester, the class worked 
with Immaculate Concep-
tion (IC) to try to bridge the 
gap between the church 
and their relationship 
toward the homeless of 
Cedar Rapids. Students led 
meetings with the heads of 
businesses and nonprofits in 
Cedar Rapids to increase a 
better understanding of our 
homeless population. Gold-
smith stated, “IC has been 
such an amazing partner 
for us, giving us space and 
support from their pastors, 
Fr. Dennis Conway (X09) 
and Fr. Aaron Junge (X08). 
We wanted a larger project 
that took our students from 
study into activism. The 
priests at IC shared with us 
that they were looking to 
better minister to the home-

less in their neighborhood, and would be open to our class assist-
ing them in that process.  After several meetings and interviews, 
students held a larger forum where representatives from IC, Willis 
Dady Homeless Services, and Metro Catholic Outreach (MCO) all 
discussed possibilities to make IC a place of welcome for the home-
less. IC made a couple of very generous donations to Willis Dady, 
and Willis Dady shared expertise and contact info that would help 
IC better deal with issues in the future surrounding the homeless.  
We feel like their connection has really gotten stronger, and will 
continue to work toward greater goals in the future. When you put 
a lot of good people in the same room and they talk to each other 
about how to solve problems, good things usually happen.” 

Xavier students assisting with organizing diapers and other supplies 
for young families in need.
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Goldsmith also created the course “Why am I Catholic?” several 
years ago, and when asked about the course and how it may have 
helped to create the course “Called to be Saints”, Goldsmith said 
“I learned that the Catholic faith is one of the most logical things 
you will ever study. All of the sources of information are right there 
in front of you. You just have to care enough to look for them.” He 
summarized the course by saying “Why Am I Catholic” is an apolo-

getics course. 
Goldsmith was 
a co-creator 
of the course, 
along with Dr. 
Phil Drey (a 
former Theol-
ogy teacher 
at Xavier, 
now Assistant 
Professor 
of Religious 
Studies at 
Mount Mercy 
University.)  
According to 

Goldsmith, “The mission of “Why Am I Catholic” is to explain and 
defend the Catholic faith. We only talk about ‘big topics’ such as 
the logic of believing in God, how the Bible was put together, the 
Eucharist, and concerns surrounding death.” 

Goldsmith and his wife, Pam, are the parents of four Xavier gradu-
ates; with their youngest graduating in 2021. “Being a Xavier parent 
and teacher allows you a very unique perspective. The results are 
typically empathy for the lives of students, and gratitude for the tre-
mendous people who work here and the mission of the school.  On 
a personal note, my kids were fantastic in dealing with having Dad 
at their school. Teaching them was the time of my life.” 

It is Goldsmith’s hope that this service learning class will continue 
to grow in numbers and scope as time goes on. According to 
Goldsmith, “There are always logistical challenges in transporting 
students to downtown Cedar Rapids, but if something is important 
enough, you always find a way. I would like to see the social teach-
ings of the Church come to life in a way that takes our students out 
of Xavier and into the community. And if you really want to dream 
big? What about a satellite campus for Xavier located in downtown 
Cedar Rapids? That would send a clear message that in order to 
live out the Catholic faith, you need to serve others in a consistent, 
tangible way that forms a relationship.” 

This growth is amplified by the fact that in February, the course 
became the recipient of a $2,500 grant (pictured below) from The 
Catholic Foundation in the Archdiocese of Dubuque (CFAD). The 
grant will be utilized to solve the transportation issue addressed by 
Goldsmith. The grant was presented by the CFAD Operations Man-
ager Michael Becker, and was received by both Goldsmith and Mrs. 
Laura Zeckser, who aided in the course as well as being a driver for 
students. Goldsmith also received recognition as the 2022 recipi-
ent of the National Catholic Educational Association’s ‘Lead. Learn. 
Proclaim’ award for excellence and distinguished service in Catholic 
education. 

In more ways than these 
courses, Goldsmith helps 
students to think more 
deeply about their own 
faith lives and about the 
commitment to their 
own faith. Goldsmith 
recently exclaimed in 
a speech at the annual 
Discover Xavier Night for 
prospective eighth grade 

families that “There 
has never been 
a better time to 
be at Xavier; the world needs more saints.” 

The “Called to be a Saint” course truly emphasizes how true that 
statement is.  According to Goldsmith, “People have such a limited 
view of the Catholic faith. The more we can explain and model 
the logic, the joy and the life of active service that pursuing Jesus 
involves, the better we all are. If we actually go where He told us 
to go, and do what He told us to do, our lives become better.” 

A phrase often made by Goldsmith in class is to have a reason 
for why you believe what you believe; a philosophy that teaches 
students to think more critically about their opinions. The “Called to 
be Saints” class is one that changes the way that we view teaching 
and learning, by applying new perspectives and important chal-
lenges into the course. It is one that truly will teach students how to 
be more like the saints that we are called to be, while also teaching 
leadership skills, and critical thinking. The course is one that will 
only grow and expand, helping more students to become more 
Christ-like.

Olson Accepts Head of School Position at Regina; 
Leaves Enduring Legacy of ‘Xcellence at Xavier
Please join us in offering our heartfelt gratitude to XHS principal, Angela Olson, who will be moving on 
from Xavier following the 2022-2023 school year to assume the role of Head of School at Iowa City Regina 
Catholic Education Center. As a Xavier administrator for the past 12 years, Ms. Olson has been 
instrumental in keeping Xavier moving forward while remaining true to our Catholic identity. Her relentless 
focus on always doing what is best for students and going the “xtra mile” to serve others will indeed be a 
blessing to the Regina community. 

While Ms. Olson’s work at Xavier isn’t done quite yet, help us thank her over the course of the next few 
months for her unparalleled dedication and for truly making a difference at Xavier and throughout our 
Xavier Catholic School family. 

Xavier students organizing various necessities to 
distribute to  for community members in need.



Xavier HigH ScHool Foundation | Winter/Spring 2023 common tHread12 MAKE A GIFT, MAKE AN IMPACT AT XAVIERSAINTS.ORG/IMPACT

alumni neWS & noteS
uPdateS From Xavier...

Twenty-four XHS students competed in 125 
events at the Business Professionals of America 
State Leadership Conference in Des Moines in 
February. Sixteen of the 24 students qualified to 
compete at the National Leadership Conference 
in at least one event. 

24 Saints Qualify for 
National BPA Conference

XHS sophomores Ava Engel-
brecht, Lucy Oehler, and Lily 
Pino helped make a huge 
difference by orchestrating a 
winter drive for Willis Dady 
Homeless Services, netting 
more than 1,400 coats, gloves, 
hats, blankets, hand warmers, 
and more for those in need.

Making a 
Difference

Serving Saints
The XHS Girls Basketball team participated in mul-
tiple service opportunities this season, includding 
collecting cold-weather clothing and accessories for 
the Willis Dady Homeless Services (top) and cleaning 
up the roads/highway around Xavier.

XHS students were joined by 
Future Saints from 

LaSalle Catholic, 
Regis Middle School, and 

St. Joseph School to 
celebrate as one family of 

faith during Catholic Schools 
Week in late January.

One Family 
of Faith

In unprecedented fashion, Xavier Xhilaration’s Jacob 
Sires (X23) earns “Best Soloist” honors at all five of 
the Saints’ show choir competitions in the 2022-
2023 season.  

Sires is a Sensation

The XHS robotics team competed in the Eastern 
Iowa Super Qualifier in February in Bettendorf. After 

an outstanding showing and being on the winning 
alliance, the Xcentrics punched their ticket to State!

Robotics Headed to State

Xavier’s chamber choir, Voce, was selected for 
the 2023 Iowa Choral Showcase. The showcase 
will take place on April 26th at Coe College in 

Cedar Rapids. 

Voce Selected 
for Showcase

JBO Earns State 
Division 1
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XHS Boys Tennis head coach, 
Jim Potts, was named the 
2021-2022 State Coach of the 
Year for Boys Tennis by the 
NFHS and Iowa High School 
Athletic Association coming off 
another state championship 
season.

The Xavier Dance Team earned state 
championships in Pom (Class X) and Hip 
Hop (Class VI) categories at the Iowa 
State Dance Team Championships in 
December. XDT also competed at the 
National DTU competition in February, 
earning two top-10 places 
(Hip Hop - 3rd; Pom - 6th).

XDT Earns Double 
Crown State Titles

Ryan Hoefer (120 lbs), 
Adam Cook (138 lbs), 

and Ronan Thomas (152 lbs).

At the time of printing our last newsletter, Xavier Volleyball had just captured the 2022 Class 4A 
state championship and Xavier Football was heading to the UNI-Dome. Coach Duane Schulte (L80) 
and the Saints earned the 2022 Class 4A State Championship with their 45-38 victory over Lewis 
Central for the fourth state title in program history (2006, 2017, 2018, 2022).

Xavier Football Earns Fourth State Title

XHS Boys Golf head coach, Tim O’Brien, 
is retiring from his coaching position after 

serving at the helm for the Saints for the 
past 16 seasons. Over those seasons, Coach 
O’Brien’s teams amassed a winning percent-

age of over 65 percent with eight appear-
ances as a team at the state boys golf 

tournament. 

Wrestling

Brian Foerster, 
Seth Williams, 

and Jack Schimberg

Boys Swimming

Eli Koopmann, 
Jacob Sires, 

and Miranda Nolte

Bowling

Winter Athletics 
Individual State Qualifiers 

Xavier’s Sophia Kepros (Trumpet) and Liam 
Perrault (Tuba) were selected to perform with 

the All-State band and orchestra respec-
tively. Xavier Choir’s Davis Robe (Bass), Tim 

Lesnik (Tenor), Jacob Sires (Tenor), Nicole 
Pederson (Alto), Evie Kunz (Soprano), and 

Alicia Mutasingwa (Soprano), were selected 
to perform with the All-State Chorus.

Xavier Represented in All-State 
Chorus & Band/Orchestra

Both the girls and boys Xavier Basketball 
teams punched their tickets to State. The girls 
defeated Western Dubuque to advance to the 
Class 4A State Tournament in Des Moines. The 
boys topped Wahlert Catholic in overtime to 
earn their Class 3A tournament berth. 

Tickets Punched

In January, Xavier Jazz Band 
One earned a Division 1 rating 

at the 2023 State Jazz Band 
Festival.

JBO Earns State 
Division 1

Potts Named 
Coach of the Year O’Brien Retires 
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Alumni Business of the Month
The Xavier Foundation, in collaboration with the LaSalle-Regis-Xavier 
Alumni Association, recognizes an alumni-owned and/or managed 
business each month. Our “Alumni Business of the Month” is honored 
with special on-site signage, social media recognition, as well as being 
featured on XavierSaints.org.

Bailey (Dorrington) Winter (X07) 
was recently honored as Waypoint 
Services Women of Achievement.

Alumni Professional Milestones

XavierSaintS.org/alumniBuSineSS

To view our Alumni Businesses of the 
Month and to nominate an alumni-
owned/operated organization, head to 

Local business leaders and longtime Xavier business supporters - 
Ted Kepros (L88), Kepros Physical Therapy & Performance PC; Darryl High, 
High Properties; Jaymie McGrath, McGrath Family of Dealerships; Paul Phelan, 
Phelan’s Interiors, and Steve Ginsberg - Ginsberg Jewelers, were panelists in 
January 2023 at the Cedar Rapids Metro Area Economic Alliance Annual Meet-
ing. The panelists shared their views on why being rooted in Cedar Rapids was 
the best decision for their families and businesses.

Recent Alumni 
Business of the Month:

CK Family Chiropractic; 
Owned and operated by 
Claire Chrstianson (X15)

Recent Alumni Business 
of the Month: Horst 
Physical Therapy of 
Vinton; Owned by 
Kristine (Hanson) Horst 
(X10) and her husband 
Patrick.

XavierSaintS.org/HoF

Nominate an alum for the 
Hall of Fame at:

Alumni Hall of Fame: Call for Nominations
Attention all LaSalle, Regis or Xavier alumnus! We are looking for our next crop of 
Alumni Hall of Fame inductees. To be considered for the Hall of Fame, nominations 
must be received by May 31, 2023, to be considered for the next induction to be 
held during Xavier’s Homecoming football game in the fall.

Athletes, academic scholars and fine arts nominees must be graduates from LaSalle, 
Regis, or Xavier High School, and must have received recognition as outstanding in 
these areas. Coaches nominated will be considered on the length of career, concern 
for the welfare of his/her players, and outstanding achievements since coaching at 
LaSalle, Regis or Xavier.

Supporting contributors/volunteer nominees must show outstanding service to 
Catholic secondary education.

Katie (Miller) Grandgeorge (X07) 
was also recently honored as 
Waypoint Services Women of 
Achievement.

Matt Brandes (R71) has been recog-
nized as 2023 Lawyer of the Year for 
Family Law. Brandes is an attorney at 
Simmons Perrine Moyer Bergman.

XHS Girls Basketball head 
coach, Tom Lilly (R73), 
notched his 600th career 
victory earlier this basketball 
season as the Saints defeated 
Bishop Heelan 62-54 in a 
rematch of the 2022 Class 4A 
state championship game.

Xavier welcomed Anna Zittergruen 
(X15) as a new full-time math teacher 
starting with the second semester of 
this school year. Anna served as a stu-
dent teacher during the first semester.



15Xavier HigH ScHool Foundation | Winter/Spring 2023 common tHreadmaKe a giFt, maKe an impact at XavierSaintS.org/impact

Bill Young (X13) and Colette Miller (X14) 
were united in Marriage at Immaculate 
Conception in Cedar Rapids on July 24, 2021. 
In May 2021, Colette earned her Master’s 
in Clinical Nutrition from the University of 
Iowa. Bill is pursuing his masters degree in 
Human Development and Education at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education. The 
couple resides in the Boston/Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, area.

Newest Future Saint

XavierSaintS.org/alumniBuSineSS

The names of our deceased alumni, special friends and faculty/staff are 
entered into our Memorial Book in the Xavier High School Chapel. 

Additionally, these names are featured as part of the Xavier’s annual 
Memorial Mass where students, teachers, staff and guests remember those 

who have gone to their eternal rest and lift their loved ones in prayer.

XavierSaintS.org/memorial-maSS

We rememBer...
in memory oF alumni & FriendS

We pray for the departed as well as their loved ones.

ALUMNI
Mary (Elsner) Claypool (MMA42)

February 1, 1928 - November 14, 2022

Edward Walter (SP42)
March 22, 1924 - February 4, 2023

Gloria (Maher) Fagan (IC51)
August 16, 1933 - November 26, 2022

Mary (Evans) Knapp (SP51)
April 16, 1933 - November 19, 2022

Pauline (Jaeger) Haage (IC53)
October 24, 1935 - December 8, 2022

Carol (Novak) Oehler (IC54)
July 6, 1936 - November 12, 2022

Donald Mantor (SP62)
June 6, 1944 - December 17, 2022

Michael Carolan (SP62)
May 20, 1943 - January 20, 2023

Karen (O’Donnell) Swindler (R62)
January 11, 1945 - January 24, 2023

Judy (Douglas) Weber (L64)
January 8, 1946 - November 8, 2022

Robert Nemecek (R66)
August 17, 1948 - December 6, 2022 

Robert Hoffman (L67)
October 3, 1948 - December 11, 2022

Sister Mary K. Doughan (R72)
March 2, 1925 - November 19, 2022

Mark Angerer (L72)
February 7, 1954 - December 24, 2022

Kathie King-Hoffman (L76)
October 20, 1957 - November 24, 2022

Margaret (Weber) Markle (L76)
January 5, 1958 - January 2, 2023

Michael Fosdick (R78)
July 2, 1959 - December 4, 2022

Kimberly (Langfitt) Unkrich (L80)
July 18, 1962 - January 18, 2023

Sheralee (Even) Willis (L81)
January 9, 1962 - February 5, 2023

Dennis A. Fitzpatrick (L82)
April 11, 1964 - November 11, 2022

John Neff (X99)
May 2, 1981 - December 22, 2022

SPECIAL FRIENDS
David Zahn

September 28, 1963 - December 15, 2022

Charles Weepie
January 15, 1932 - January 5, 2023

Teresa Wille
March 28, 1961 - January 23, 2023

FACULTY/STAFF

The Xavier community mourns the loss 
of a longtime faithful servant of our 
Catholic schools, Craig Kadlec, who 
entered his eternal rest following a 

courageous battle with cancer. For more 
than 40 years, Mr. Kadlec served as a 
teacher and coach at Regis and Xavier 
High Schools, impacting the lives of 

many Royals and Saints. He remained in 
his teaching role until his retirement from 
Xavier in 2021. Mr. Kadlec had a gentle-
ness about him that put those he taught 
and worked with at ease. His students 
and those he coached over the years 
know that he truly cared about them. 

Michael Ropp (X11) and Brigid Pikus were 
united in Marriage on October 28, 2022, in 
Kansas City, Missouri, at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception. Michael and Brigid 
reside in Overland Park, Kansas.

Robert Ostmeyer and Clare Larkin (X09) 
were united in Marriage on November 26, 
2022, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Shaw-
nee, Kansas. Clare is in her 10th year teaching 
high school math at St. James Academy. The 
couple resides in Lenexa, Kansas.

Weddings

Grant Hunt (X13) and Audrey (Richards) 
Hunt (X13) are proud parents to Alexandria 
Rose Hunt, born on January 18, 2023, at 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.

The LaSalle-Regis-Xavier Alumni  
Association invites all LaSalle, Regis 
and Xavier alumni (and family) to join 
us for our annual Alumni Bike Ride 
which is scheduled to take place on 
Saturday, June 24, 2023.

The ride will typically range from 5 to 10 miles (fit for a leisurely Sat-
urday ride) and loop through Cedar Rapids, making stops at various 
establishments along the way. The Alumni Association will also offer 
prizes/giveaways for the ride.

ALUMNI - Remember to wear your old school LaSalle, Regis, and 
Xavier gear for the ride if you have it!

This ride is entirely free (there is a free-will offering to support the 
Alumni Association). We hope to see you riding with us!

Alumni Bike 
Ride 2023

Lynn Jump
May 27, 1952 — December 27, 2022

The Xavier High School 
Foundation is saddened to share 

the passing of longtime, loyal, 
and devoted former staff member, 

Lynn Jump. Lynn served as the 
Annual Fund Director for 18 years 

and enjoyed working with staff, 
students, volunteers, and pastors 

of all local parishes.
She and her husband, Mike, were 
members of St. Pius X Church in 

Cedar Rapids before relocating to 
New Mexico to spend time with 

their grandchildren in 2018.

Craig Kadlec
February 28, 1954 — January 5, 2023
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Xavier Class of 2001
RESCHEDULED: DATE TBD
The XHS Class of 2001 is looking to schedule its reunion in August 2023. 
Stay tuned to email, social media, and XavierSaints.org/Alumni-Events for 
updates which will be coming soon.

LaSalle Class of 1973 - 50-Year Class Reunion
Saturday, August 5, 2023 | 6:00-10:30 PM
The Olympic Theater in New Bo
Buffet dinner by Dostal Catering, cash bar, program to follow.
Updates on Facebook at LASALLE Class of ‘73.
Contacts: Pat (Cornwell) Balk - 608.778.5444, Sharon (Doyle) Cummins - 
319.389.7897, or Ginny (Vial) Ordman - 319.621.6632.

For the latest information about reunions, we encourage you to contact your reunion 
organizer. Updates are available on our website as we are notified: 
XavierSaints.org/Alumni-Events. 

PLANNING A REUNION? Let the Xavier Foundation know so we can share your 
event details and assist you with contact information!

UPCOMING CLASS REUNIONS

Parents: If this issue of the Common 
Thread is addressed to your son 
or daughter who has established a 
permanent residence, please notify 
us of that new address. 
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