
December 22, 2019 
 

The bulletin is also available online at olmcvt.org 

  
We are a Welcoming Community of Believers, Hopers and Lovers.  We are One Family in Baptism and the Holy Spirit, 

nourished with the Word of God and the Body and Blood of Christ.  All are Welcome in this place.

 
Cycles of Faith – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Each Advent season, we prepare to welcome Jesus into the 
inns and stables of our hearts. But Jesus’ coming wasn’t 
welcomed by everyone with choirs of angels. For St. Joseph, 
the first coming of Jesus was a bit more complicated. “When 
his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found with child through the Holy 
Spirit.” For Joseph, opening his heart (and home) to Jesus 
meant, at best, appearing to all the world like a man who had 
impregnated his wife out of wedlock. At worst, he appeared a 
cuckold, raising the child of another man. God doesn’t always 
appear the way we expect. 
 
For some of us, the birth of Christ is a bit relationally 
complicated. Perhaps over the past few months, a loved one 
has died. This Christmas, you’re taking it upon yourself to 
keep up the traditions and hold the family together. 
Welcoming Jesus means welcoming grief. Perhaps it’s a 
difficult relative (or two or three) and it’s all you can do to bite 
your tongue and swallow your pride while they’re under your 
roof. Welcoming Jesus means welcoming strife, discord, and 
tension.  
 
Yet “do not be afraid,” the angel says. Do not be afraid. Why? 
Because we celebrate the birth of “Emmanuel, which means 
‘God is with us.’” Before Jesus’ earthly ministry would begin, 
Jesus would lose his father, Joseph. God is with us in our 
grief. Wherever Jesus went, he stirred up controversy and 
faced down challenging personalities. God is with us in our 
stress. The trick is, like Joseph, to allow supernatural grace to 
prevail. Joseph was a good man, filled with natural virtue in 
that he didn’t want to “expose [Mary] to shame.” Yet he was 
prepared to “divorce her quietly” all the same. Our natural 
abilities only take us so far. Where is receiving Jesus 
complicated this Christmas season? Are you relying on your 
own strength to get you through, or are you truly ready to 
accept the grace of Emmanuel, God with us? 
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ANNOUNCED MASS INTENTIONS:   
Sun.   Dec. 22     8:00 a.m.  For Nancy and Joe Blanchette Sr. 
requested by Joe and Peg Blanchette. 
Sun.   Dec. 22   11:00 a.m.  For the Parishioners of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel and St. Jude Parishes. 
Tue.   Dec. 24     4:00 p.m.  For Mary Gordon requested by 
Theresa and Steve Aube. 
Tues.  Dec. 24  10:00 p.m.  For the Parishioners of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel and St. Jude Parishes. 
Sun.    Dec. 29    8:00 a.m.  For the Parishioners of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel and St. Jude Parishes. 
Sun.    Dec. 29  11:00 a.m.  For Reina Corrine Aube LaBerge, 
Roland LaBerge, Bedette Viens, Renette Procopio, Colleen 
McGarth and Leo A. LaBerge requested by Leo LaBerge.  
 

 
 

Offertory Last Week:  $834.00 
Online Giving Last Week:  $50.00 

 
Please pray for all priests in your daily prayers, especially 
the following this week: 
 
Sunday:  Rev. Robert Wiseman, CSC 
Monday:  Rev. James Zuccaro 
Tuesday:  Rev. Fidelis Agughara 
Wednesday:  Rev. Ilayaraja Amaladass, HGN 
Thursday:  Rev. Julian Asucan 
Friday:  Rev. Michael Augustinowicz 
Saturday:  All Deceased Priests 
 
Schedule of Counters:  Monday, December 23, 2019 
   Bill Doris 
   Wanda Bean 
   Marie Cookson 
    
Schedule of Ministries:  December 29, 2019 
 
8:00 a.m. Greeters:  Wanda & Vic Bean 

Altar Server:  Timmy Hunt 
Lector:   Jim Richards 

  Extraordinary Min.: Tom Reilly 
     Wanda Bean 
 
11:00 a.m. Greeters:  Rosemarie Cartularo 
  Altar Server:  Henry Palmer 
  Lector:   Ray Curtis  
  Extraordinary Min.: Eileen Curtis 
     Ray Curtis 

 
Calendar of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Events 
-1/02  Liturgy Committee Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
-1/05  Family Faith Formation at S.t Jude at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Question of the Week:   What is my mission? What is God 
calling me to do? How can I fulfill my mission? 
 
Holiday Mass Schedules:  The holiday schedule is as follows: 
 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day: 
Tuesday, December 24 at 4:00 p.m. at The Old Lantern 
Tuesday,, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Jude 
Tuesday, December 24 at 10:00 p.m. at OLMC 
Wednesay, December 25 at 10:00 a.m. at St. Jude 
 
New Year’s Eve and Day: 
Tuesday,, December 31 at 4:30 p.m. at St. Jude 
Wednesday, January 1 at 10:00 a.m. at OLMC 
 
 
 
 
 



Please Note:  Many times recently we have found the hall 
door unlocked during the week.  This is unsettling especially 
when Fr. Cray is away and we have no idea how long the door 
has been unlocked.  If you unlock the hall door, please be 
sure to lock it back up.   
 
Ministries for Christmas Masses:  The sign up sheets are in 
the back of the church for Altar Servers, Greeters, Lectors and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion for Christmas 
Eve, and  New Year’s Day. 
 
Help Needed:  We are looking for help for the Christmas Eve 
Mass at the Old Lantern.  This special Mass takes a village to 
make it happen.  On Tuesday, December 24 at 8:30 a.m. we 
need help transporting to and setting up at the Old Lantern.  
On Thursday, December 26 at 9:00 a.m. we need help in 
cleaning up and breaking down.  The sign-up sheet is in the 
back of the church. 
 
Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m. Choir:  All are welcome!  Adults and 
children, singers of all ages.  Please contact Marie at 425-
2637 or marietcookson@aol.com if you or your child are 
interested in joining so we have enough music for all.  This 
group will sing for the 4:00 p.m. Mass at The Old Lantern on 
December 24. 
 
Senior Meals:  St. Jude Parish offers lunches to area seniors 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.  The next senior 
meals are scheduled for January 14 and 28 from 12:00 to 
2:00 p.m.  Serving begins at 12:00 noon.  All Seniors and 
Caretakers welcome.   
 
Christmas Flowers:  There are collection envelopes in the 
back of the church for the Christmas flowers.  Your donations 
may be made in someone’s memory.  Please fill out the front 
of the envelope accordingly. 
 
Advent Food Bags:  We have Advent Food Bags.  We are 
asking parishioners to take a bag or two and fill each bag with 
a day’s worth of food for a needy family in our area.  We will 
be collecting these throughout Advent.  All food bags will be 
donated to the Charlotte Food Shelf.  Thank you. 
 
2020 Collection Envelopes:  The collection envelopes for 
2020 are available in the back of the church.  Envelopes are in 
alphabetical order.  If you have not used the collection 
envelopes in the past but would like to do so now, please take 
a box without a name on it.  Please be sure to write your 
name and address on the envelopes for the first few 
weeks  you are using them.  Also, please do not use 
leftover envelopes from previous years.  Thank you. 
 
Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration:  St. Jude Parish will have 
a Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration with the Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament on Friday, January 3 following the 
8:00 a.m. Mass. 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive:  There will be a Red Cross Blood 
Drive at St. Jude’s on Thursday, January 9 from 12:30 to 
6:00 p.m.  To sign up to donate blood choose a timeslot 
online at 
https://www/redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time.  
Walk ins are welcome but may have a slight wait. 
 
Daily Mass at St. Jude’s—Winter Weather:  Once again the 
schedule for daily Mass at St. Jude’s will follow the 
Hinesburg/Charlotte School System.  If there is no school in 
Hinesburg and Charlotte due to the weather, there will be NO 
morning Mass on Monday or Friday mornings.  Closings are 
found on the local radio and TV stations. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Helping the Homeless:  The warm images expressed in the 
carol “Let It Snow” have little meaning if you are homeless and 
out in the cold.  The Chittenden County Homeless Alliance is 
in need of the following:  men’s/adult heavy duty wool socks, 
waterproof gloves and chocolate bars.  Anything you can 
provide can be dropped off in the collection box at the 
Charlotte Library.  Please help to spread the warmth of your 
home to those without a home.  Thank you. 
 
Kids At Christmas:  Thank you to everyone who took a child 
to sponsor in the St. Jude’s Kids At Christmas Program or who 
made a monetary donation.  We helped 37 children in our 
area.  Your generosity is so greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
 
Christmas Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols:  St. John 
Vianney Parish in So. Burlington will host a Christmas Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols on Friday, December 27 at 6:30 
p.m.  Short scriptural readings are interspersed with the 
singing of Christmas Carols with organ accompaniment in a 
beautiful and meditative service.  Cookies and eggnog to 
follow in the Church hall.  All are welcome!! 
 
Adult Confirmation:  Are you an adult who has been baptized 
and received your First Communion in the Catholic Church 
but were never confirmed?  We will be holding a 7 session 
preparation class during Lent for all those interested in being 
confirmed.  If you are interested or would like more 
information, please contact the office at 425-2637 or email at 
carmel@gmavt.net and we will add you to our list and will 
notify you as we get closer to the start date.  Adult 
Confirmation is held on Pentecost Sunday, May 31. 
 
FORMED.org:  FORMED.org is a revolutionary online platform 
featuring the best Catholic videos, audio talks, eBooks and 
movies at NO cost to you. Visit FORMED.org to learn about 
these resources.  To log in, go to FORMED.org, click on the 
tab “Enter Code”, the code is HHY6Z9 (cases sensitive).  
Register with your name, email, zip code and your own 
password to create an account.  If you have any question, 
please feel free to contact Fr. Cray or Marie. 
 


