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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God 
whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him 
all might believe. He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. The true 
light that gives light to everyone was coming into 
the world. He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. He came to that which was his 
own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of 
God— children born not of natural descent, nor 
of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.  (John 
testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, 
“This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He 
who comes after me has surpassed me because he 
was before me.’”) Out of his fullness we have all 
received grace in place of grace already given. For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God, but the one and only Son, who is himself 
God and is in closest relationship with the Father, 
has made him known.    John 1:1-18 

 

.Readings for the Week of December 26, 2022. 
Sunday: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1-6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6-8b, 16bc, 17/         

Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5 – 2:2/Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-3, 5-6/Lk 2:22-35 
Friday: Sir 3:26, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-5/Mt 

2:13-15, 19-23 

Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-13/Jn 1:1-18 

Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
 

Mass Intentions 
This Weekend 
Saturday   RIP  Bill & Mary Griffin 
December 24 4:00 PM           By: Barbara & Leo Howell 
 

  RIP  Rich Boucher 
  7:15 PM By: Rich O’Donnell 
 

    Sunday    RIP     Joseph Nowotny  

    December 25    9:00 AM   By: Sharon & Jim Williams 
 

 

Daily Masses 
 

No Daily Masses this week. 
 
 

     
Next Weekend 
Saturday   RIP  Judy Ruggiero (death rem) 
December 31 4:00 PM   By: Her Family          
     

    Sunday    RIP     Mr. Selvam  

    January 1    9:00 AM   By: friends 
 

    

    Weekly Offering 

   Weekend  12/17 & 12/18  $ 4191.00 

    Votive Candles   $    48.00 

    Fuel & Heat    $  655.00 

Christmas Flowers   $  100.00 

      $ 4994.00 

 

The Rectory will be closed the 

week of December 26th through 

the 30th. 
 

 

“Christmas reveals the immense love of God for 
humanity. From that flows also the enthusiasm, 
the hope of us Christians, that in our poverty we 
know that we are loved, we are visited, 
accompanied by God.”  Pope Francis 

 



The Nativity of the Lord                                 December 25, 2022 

   

 

Pray for Healing and Comfort  Especially for: Jim Eno, Lisa Gallo, Dan 

Green, Jacob & Jaxson Rivera, Rhythm Foster, Deb Etheridge, Ron Etheridge, 
Lori Miller, Lisa Bianconi, Frances Vaine, Barbara Stickney, Mary H. Smith, 
Constance Burns, Deacon John Blicharz, Edith Weidler, Theresa Nauceder, 
Verda Raymond, Monica Luedtke, Lois Woodard, Joseph Marion, Jr., Paul 
Desruisseaux, Charlie & Betsy Bashaw, Betsy & Bob Anderson, Grace Shelc, 

Tom Shelc, Ed Hindes, Maria Coyne, Madison Bills, Robert Brown, Mary 

Folsom, Marilyn Lemoine, Patrick Barry, Peter Bodner, Ellah Williams, 
Maybelle Long, Joseph Mitchell, Heather Rodger, Patricia Jones, Frances 
Hackett, Colleen Paquet, David Robarge, Kathy Mcarthy, Tom Burns, Mary 
Lou Fogg, Jim Nyberg, Cheryl Elysse Garrett, Ed Atkins. Please contact the 

rectory (463-3128) if you wish Father Agnel Samy to make a sick call 
or bring Holy Communion to someone who is unable to attend Mass. 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

 
Once in the most simple stable,  was born,  the 
king..... of love of peace and of joy. And this 
great season engages all of us in the Divine 
love. So let love be everything. Let Love be in 
our Christmas smile; Let Love be exchanged 
in our Christmas gifts; Let love be shared in 
our Christmas sweets; Let love be experienced 
in our Christmas gatherings.  
 
I invite you to say the following prayer as you 
gather in family Christmas 
celebrations:  Heavenly Father, You have 
given us the model of life in the Holy Family 
of Nazareth. Help us, O loving Father, to make 
our family another Nazareth where love, peace 
and joy reign. 
 
May we love one another as God loves each 
one of us, more and more each day, and forgive 
each other’s faults as you forgive our sins. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW 
YEAR 2023 
 

Fr. Agnel Samy HGN 
 

Fun Facts 

12/24/1818 The Christmas carol “Silent Night” 

composed by Franz Xaver Gruber was first sung at St 

Nicholas Parish Church in Oberndorf, Austria. 

 

12/25/0  Jesus was born 

 

12/25/350 Pope Julius I, bishop of Rome, proclaimed 
December 25 the official celebration date for the 
birthday of Christ. 

The Nativity of the Lord 

John’s Gospel starts at the very beginning and 
presents the Creation story as the framework for 
announcing the Incarnation. John’s opening 
words echo the first verse in the Book of Genesis. 
This framework invites us to view Jesus’ birth 
from God’s perspective. Each of the Gospels 
makes clear that Jesus’ birth was the result of 
God’s initiative. John’s Gospel, however, 
emphasizes that Jesus’ birth was the divine 
intention from the moment of Creation. In this 
prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the 
main themes that will be developed in his Gospel. 
These are often presented as dualities: light and 
dark, truth and falsehood, life and death, and 
belief and unbelief. We also hear in this prologue 
a unique aspect of John’s Gospel, the theme of 
testimony. John the Baptist was sent by God to 
testify to Jesus, the light. Others in this Gospel 
will also offer testimony about Jesus. The reader 
is invited to accept this testimony, which bears 
witnesses to Jesus, the Son of God. But even more 
directly, Jesus’ action and words will testify to 
Jesus’ identity as God’s Incarnate Word. 
Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these theological 
and cosmological terms is particularly 
appropriate as we celebrate the Feast of 
Christmas in the darkness of winter. At this time, 
nature itself seems to remind us of the darkness 
of sin. Into this darkness, in the midst of our 
sinfulness, God comes to dwell among us. John’s 
Gospel reminds us that through the Incarnation, 
God saves us from the darkness of sin and makes 
us his children. (Copyright 2022 Loyola Press. All Rights 

Reserved. Used with permission. www.loyolapress.com)  
  

From all of 

us here at 

St. Charles, 

We wish you 

a Very 

Merry 

Christmas! 
 

Fr. Agnel,  

Deacon RJ,  

Betsy, Dan & Cathy 

http://www.loyolapress.com/

