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WELCOME! 

 

Welcome to St. Boniface Faith Formation! We’re excited to have your family join us this year for 

formation sessions. We also look forward to being with you at Sunday and Holy Day Masses, Marian 

Devotions, Special Liturgies, service and outreach opportunities, and parish family gatherings.  

This handbook outlines policies and procedures of the Faith Formation Office for registered, active 

parish households with children and teens ages Pre-K through 12th grade. Please take time to carefully 

review the information provided. Here are a few key highlights: 

• Last year we began a visioning process to help us move toward whole parish faith formation. 

This will be a multi-year project during which we will invite input in a variety of ways as we 

explore new offerings, resources, and activities. Please feel free to contact us with your 

thoughts and ideas – your feedback is always welcome! 

• Parents are the key to formation in the faith. We look forward to your presence as a family at 

Mass, the primary place of catechesis for all of us. Our parish staff and catechists are partners 

and guides who support parents as the primary faith formators of their children. 

• Registration takes place online and is available to families who are members of our parish. 

Registration must be completed for each child every year.  

• Weekly FlockNote emails are our primary means of communication. It is the family’s 

responsibility to provide up-to-date contact information and read our weekly messages. If you 

need assistance or do not have internet access, please contact the Faith Formation Office.  

• Catechists, core team members, and others are essential to our faith formation offerings. 

Please prayerfully consider becoming involved. Training and ongoing support are offered. 

• Regular attendance at faith formation sessions, family faith evenings, and Mass is expected and 

necessary for our young people to learn and grow in relationship with Jesus and their faith. Your 

cooperation and support are appreciated. 

Our goal is to provide a SAFE, JOYOUS FORMATIONAL EXPERIENCE in the Catholic faith. Thank you for 

allowing us to walk this journey with you and your child. Please contact us if you have any questions or 

concerns. Through the intercessions of our Blessed Mother and Saint Boniface, may the presence of 

Christ be felt and seen in all we are and do as a parish family!  

Sincerely, 

Denice Rausch 

Director, Child & Family Faith Formation 
drausch@stbonifacechurch.org 
515-850-1883 
 

Cindy Clefisch 

Associate Director, Youth Faith Formation  
cclefisch@stbonifacechurch.org 
515-850-1883 
 

Beth Henderson    
Faith Formation Assistant 
bhenderson@stbonifacechurch.org 
515-850-1883 

 

Faye Akers      

Director, Parish Evangelization & Formation 
fayeakers@stbonifacechurch.org 
515-987-4597 
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WHOLE PARISH FAITH FORMATION 

 

Last year we began a visioning process to help us move toward whole parish faith formation. This will be 

a multi-year project during which we will invite input in a variety of ways. 

Our desire is to gradually unfold whole parish faith formation, an approach built on these principles: 

• the Mass is the primary place of catechesis for all of us,  

• the liturgical year and the life of the parish is our primary curriculum,  

• adults must continually learn and grow in their faith in order to pass it on to the next 

generation,  

• parish staff and catechists are partners and guides who support parents and grandparents as the 

primary faith formators of their children, and  

• with this approach, we intentionally gather and send, using Scripture, the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, and Catholic Social Teaching as our guides for both youth and adult faith 

formation. 

 

A journey of new evangelization and faith formation 

Whole parish faith formation is presented in the new Directory of Catechesis from the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and supports the vision of Bishop Joensen here in the Diocese of 

Des Moines. 

This journey of new evangelization and faith formation at St. Boniface is wholly encouraged by our Holy 

Father, Pope Francis. It is a journey that we hope will help us even more fully live out our parish mission: 

to help each other encounter Jesus Christ and become the joy of the Gospel, with inclusiveness, outreach, 

and a special attentiveness to the poor. 

 

Patience, trust and prayer 

This is an ambitious undertaking, so we ask for your patience and trust as we continually evaluate 

existing programs and explore new offerings for all ages. 

This year we hope to build on our new programs – Children’s Liturgy of the Word (for ages 4-7), Blest 

Are We (for grades 1st-5th), EDGE (for grades 6th-8th), and Purpose (for Confirmation preparation in 

grades 9th-10th), as well as our LifeTeen high school ministry (grades 9th-12th). We will continue to assess 

everything we do and you may also notice some changes and enhancements to materials and activities. 

Our desire is to the best of our ability to meet the needs of children, teens, families and adults. 

We will do our best to explain where we are and where we’re going, but if things are unclear and you 

have questions, please call or email us. 

We also ask you to consider how you may be called to share your time, talents, and spiritual gifts, in this 

parish-wide effort. 

Most importantly, we invite you to pray with us and open your heart these next few years to new ways 

of learning and growing in your faith and in your relationship with our Lord Jesus. Come Holy Spirit!  
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REGISTRATION 

Registration is open to families who are members of St. Boniface Catholic Church. Registration must be 

completed for each child every year. For 2022-23, registration opens May 1 and closes July 29. Please 

note that we cannot guarantee placement for those who register after our deadline.  

Our primary form of communication is through the FlockNote. Please make sure your email is set to 

accept FlockNote emails from us. It is the responsibility of the family to provide current contact 

information during the registration process, to keep the information updated throughout the year, and 

to read all communications from our office.  

 

Online registration 

Registration is completed online at stbonifacechurch.org/register. The link is located under the Faith 

Formation tab. For those without computer or internet access, please contact the Faith Formation Office 

at 515-850-1883 for registration assistance.  

 

Healthcare Permission 

You will be asked during the registration process for permission to care for your child in the event of 

illness during a session, including transportation to a hospital in the case of an emergency.  

 

Photography Permission 

We take many group and individual pictures of children and teens throughout the year. These pictures 

may be posted in our parish bulletin or website. You will be asked during the registration process for 

permission to take these photographs, or you may decline if you prefer. 

 

Session assignment, size and placement 

While we do our best to meet family requests, placement in sessions is made on a first come basis with 

final group composition determined by staff. Our goal is to keep sessions small to build community and 

meet diocesan safe environment guidelines. If a session time is full or we do not have enough 

catechists or core team members, your child may be placed on a waiting list.  

Faith Formation Office staff will be the primary decision makers for session assignments according to 

these guidelines.  

1. Children and teens are normally placed in the same grade level as in school.  

2. In general, brothers and sisters or twins in the same grade level in school will be placed in the 

same faith formation session. Parents who desire otherwise, please contact the Faith Formation 

Office. 

3. In general, requests for a particular catechist or small group leader cannot be honored. 

4. In general, requests for a child or teen to be placed with a particular other youth cannot be 

honored. 
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ATTENDANCE 

Regular attendance at faith formation sessions, Mass, and faith formation family gatherings is expected 

and necessary for youth to learn and grow in the Catholic Christian faith.  

 

Absence and Early Departure Policy 

If your child or teen cannot attend because of illness, please email familyfaith@stbonifacechurch.org or 

call the Faith Formation Office at 515-850-1883. It is our policy to call the parent if a child is absent for 

multiple sessions with no communications from the family.  

If your child needs to be dismissed from a session early, please notify both your child’s catechist and the 

Faith Formation Office in advance.  

 

Session Cancellations 

Sessions may be cancelled due to weather conditions. When Waukee schools are closed due to weather, 

faith formation sessions are automatically cancelled. In the event of a late afternoon storm, check our 

parish website at stbonifacechurch.org and watch for an email or text message.  

 

Personal Belongings and Food 

Please do not allow your child or teen to bring personal belongings. Because many individuals have 

peanut and other food allergies, please do not send any food unless specifically requested or approved 

by the catechist.  

 

Sacramental Preparation 

It is our policy that a child or teen must participate in faith formation sessions during the year prior to 

sacramental preparation, as well as during sacramental preparation years.  

Families with children and teens preparing for a sacrament may need to attend additional preparation 

sessions, retreats, and/or information meetings. At those meetings, we will provide a special handbook 

for sacramental preparation. Families may be asked to make up any missed sessions. Sacramental years 

are typically 2nd grade for First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion, and 9th-10th grade for 

Confirmation.  

 

 

 

  

mailto:familyfaith@stbonifacechurch.org
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SUGGESTED DONATION & SESSIONS 

St. Boniface is committed to lifelong faith formation as a part of our mission to help all parishioners 

encounter Jesus in Word and Sacraments. We believe this investment on the part of the parish is vital to 

the future of our faith community.  

A suggested donation for families is determined by dividing the budget for child and teen formation by 

the number of eligible participants. The budget includes staff salaries, textbooks and materials, supplies, 

utilities, offices needs and so on. The suggested donation is about one-third the actual cost per child.  

Suggested Donation 

Donations for faith formation are to be considered as “grateful offerings” for building the faith of the 

community. We ask all who are able to make a minimum per child donation. Your donation is requested 

at the time of registration and can be made online or by check.  

While the suggested donation is optional for catechists, assistant catechists, core team members, and 

nursery attendants, your offering helps others and supports our parish formation programs. 

No one will be turned away for financial reasons. Confidential financial assistance is available to 

anyone unable to make a minimum donation. Please contact the Faith Formation Office.  

Grades 1-10 (includes sacramental preparation) 
1 child or teen $160 
2 children $260 
3 or more children $360 

Grades 11-12 
LifeTeen fee $100 
 
SUGGESTED AMOUNT INCREASES $50 JULY 1. 

 

Sessions 

Faith Formation sessions take place mid-September through the end of April.  

Grades 1-5 (Blest are We: Faith in Action) 

Mondays 
4:30-5:30pm 
5:45-6:45pm 

Wednesdays 
4:30-5:30pm 
5:45-6:45pm 

 

Grades 6-8 (EDGE Middle School Ministry) 

Mondays 
5:45-6:45pm 

Wednesdays 
7:00-8:00pm 

 

Grade 9 (Year 1) PURPOSE Confirmation Preparation  

Mondays 
5:45-6:45pm 

Wednesdays (Please note that sessions will meet approximately twice  
7:00-8:00pm a month and a detailed schedule will be provided.) 

 

Grade 10 (Year 2) PURPOSE Confirmation Preparation 

Mondays 
5:45-6:45pm 

Wednesdays (Please note that sessions will meet approximately twice  
7:00-8:00pm a month and a detailed schedule will be provided.) 

 

Grades 9-12 LifeTeen High School Ministry (See website for detailed schedule.) 
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TRANSPORTATION & SAFETY 

Because we take seriously the safety of all our children, we meet annually with the Waukee Police 

Department for advice on traffic flow, drop off, pick up, and parking. While we have a volunteer parking 

lot safety team, parents assume responsibility for supervision and transportation of their children to and 

from faith formation sessions, including immediately following dismissal.  

An adult from each family is expected to sign up for at least one 2-hour safety team shift each year. All 

drivers are expected to follow the below guidelines and cooperate with our safety team.  

 

Traffic Flow 

Upon entering St. Boniface campus, turn right (NORTH) and continue in the same direction around 

building for drop off (North side only) or pick up (South side only). Please familiarize yourself with the 

map on the next page, follow the instructions of the parking lot safety team, and observe all signage.  

 

Drop Off (NORTH SIDE ONLY) 

You may drop off your children only at the North side Formation Center doors. After your child exits 

your vehicle, continue in the same direction and exit on the far side of the South parking lot. If you need 

to bring your child into the building, continue around the building and park in a spot in the far South side 

parking lot. NO PARKING IS ALLOWED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE BUILDING.  

 

Pick Up (SOUTH SIDE ONLY) 

You may pick up your children only at the South side Formation Center doors. The lane closest to the 

building is not a driving lane or available for parking. Safety team members will be present at the 

crosswalk from the building to assist children.  

 

Parking (SOUTH SIDE ONLY) 

If you need to go into the building to drop off or pick up your child, please park on the far side of the 

South parking lot and enter the building at the South doors. PARKING IS ALLOWED ONLY ON THE FAR 

SIDE OF THE SOUTH PARKING LOT.  

 

Parking Lot Safety Team 

To ensure the safety of our children, we rely on a volunteer parking lot safety team. An adult from each 

family is expected to sign up for at least one 2-hour safety team shift during the year. It is critical that 

anyone driving in our parking lot to drop off and pick up children show respect to safety team members 

and follow their instructions. A number of people are needed for our safety team each week. Please sign 

up under the Safety Team Sign Up section on our website at stbonifacechurch.org/register  
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Campus Map 
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CATECHISTS, CORE TEAMS & OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Catechists (those who teach children in 1st-5th grade), core team members (those who serve on a team 

and facilitate sessions for youth in 6th-10th grade), and many others (such as office assistants, nursery 

attendants, safety team members) are essential to the parish faith formation program. If you feel called 

to serve in this important parish ministry, please contact the Faith Formation Office staff.  

Catechist and core team training and support 

Catechists and core team members are adults of the parish who give of their time to share their faith, as 

well as teach the beliefs and traditions of the Catholic Christian faith with our children and teens.  

Catechists and core team members can expect adequate training for the ministry to which they have 

been called. Formation sessions and planning meetings are offered to provide the skills and theological 

background to teach with confidence. 

Ideally, each session is staffed with two adult catechists or core team members and, where appropriate, 

a 9th-12th grade assistant. Catechists and core team members can expect support, encouragement, and 

gratitude from the Faith Formation Office staff, as well as parents of the youth they teach.   

Catechist and core team member requirements 

Catechists and core team members must be fully initiated members of the Catholic faith and registered, 

active members of the parish. In addition, they must: 

• Commit to their own ongoing faith formation  

• Attend Mass regularly 

• Commit to the entire faith formation year, including training and in-service sessions 

• Complete a VIRTUS Safe Environment session  

• Complete a background check every seven years  

Youth Assistants 

Youth in 9th-12th grade may serve as assistant catechists at the discretion of the Faith Formation Office 

staff. A high school senior may serve as a catechist along with another catechist or core team member 

after completing a one-year internship with an adult catechist. 

Other Ways to Serve 

In addition to catechists, many others are needed to support our parish faith formation offerings:  

• Office assistants help with room set up and clean up, audio visual equipment, and preparing 

session materials for weekly faith formation.  

• Nursery attendants provide childcare for catechists’ children for weekly faith formation 

sessions.  

• Parking lot safety team members help with set up, traffic flow, and clean up in the parking lot 

for weekly faith formation sessions.  

• Family session assistants help with planning, set up and clean up for about three large group 

family faith formation evenings per year. 
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DISCIPLINE POLICY 

To promote an environment for maximum learning, good discipline is necessary. Catechists receive basic 

training in skills to help promote an orderly and structured atmosphere. They have the right to expect 

respect from the youth they teach as well as support from parents. 

Youth Responsibilities 

1. Treat others – children, catechists, assistants, staff and parents – with courtesy and respect. 

2. Come prepared to learn and willing to participate in session activities.  

3. Do not yell or run in the church building. 

4. Respect the church property and share in the care of our Faith Formation Center. 

Parent Responsibilities 

It is our belief that parents are the primary faith formators of their children and that catechists and staff 

support that role. Therefore, we ask each parent to: 

1. Make sure your child or teen attends each scheduled session. Make this a priority! 

2. Make sure your child arrives on time, prepared for the session, ready to learn and participate.  

3. Discuss the weekly sessions with your child or teen and review any family take home materials, 

including prayers and discussion questions, and faith in action activities. 

4. Support our discipline policy. Talk with your child about practicing respect for others and the 

church property. Be supportive if your catechist calls with any concerns. 

5. Communicate your ideas, questions, support and concerns to catechists and Faith Formation 

staff throughout the year. 

Discipline Policy 

When discipline problems occur, it is the practice of the parish Faith Formation program to attempt to 

solve them using a Christian reconciliation model. Catechists are encouraged to deal promptly with 

inappropriate behavior using eye contact, proximity or individual correction, or by asking for help from 

Faith Formation staff.  

If disruptive behavior continues, Faith Formation Office staff will visit with the child or teen concerning 

the behavior, the effects and consequences of the behavior, and appropriate solutions. If disruptive 

behavior continues, a parent will be notified. 

At discretion of the Faith Formation Office staff, a child or teen may need to be removed from the 

classroom setting. In this case, parents will receive materials and faith formation will then become the 

responsibility of the parent. 

Anti-Harassment and Anti-Bullying 

Our programs adhere to the Diocesan Policy F.F. Policy 579. Harassment and bullying include any 

electronic, written, verbal, or physical conduct toward a child/youth which is based on any actual or 

perceived trait or characteristic of the child/youth which creates an objectively hostile faith formation 

environment.  

It is imperative to contact a member of the Faith Formation staff if your child reports an incident to you. 
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CURRICULUM BY GRADE 

Elementary (Grades 1-5) 

Blest Are We: Faith in Action is a thematic program that invites all learners to explore and grow in Faith, 

Word, and Action. Each grade level theme has five units with four chapters correlated to the four pillars 

of the Catechism:  

• What Catholics Believe 

• How Catholics Worship 

• How Catholics Live 

• How Catholics Pray  

Every chapter also includes “Family Faith in Action” and “Family Life Connection” take home resources.  

Grade 1: Introduction to the Holy Trinity. Units include Our Church Community, Our Loving God, God's 

Son Jesus, The Holy Spirit, Jesus Church of Followers. Participating in Grade 1 sessions is a pre-requisite 

to Grade 2 sessions and preparing to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion. 

Grade 2: The Catholic Church as a Eucharistic Community. Units include We Gather as Believers, We Ask 

God's Forgiveness (preparing for Penance & Reconciliation), We Celebrate the Word of God, We 

Celebrate the Gift of Eucharist (preparing for First Holy Communion), We Go in Peace. 

Grade 3: Introduction to the Catholic Church, its Structure, and Core Beliefs. Units include The Church is 

One, The Church is Holy, The Church is Catholic, The Church is Apostolic, The Church Has a Mission to 

the World. 

Grade 4: Moral Teachings of the Catholic Church. Units include The Goodness of God, Jesus is the Son of 

God, The Holy Spirit, The Church, Social Justice. Themes focus on the moral teaching of the Catholic 

Church.  

Grade 5: Sacraments. Units include God's Gift of Life, Baptism & Confirmation, The Eucharist, 

Reconciliation & Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders & Matrimony. 

For more information, visit https://stbonifacechurch.org/child-family 

 

Middle School (Grades 6-8) 

EDGE challenges young people to become disciples, know Christ, and change their world. EDGE provides 

a safe, fun place for 6th-8th youth to find solid Catholic community, get answers to their questions 

about faith, and, most importantly, to experience Jesus in a profound and personal way.  

EDGE includes catechetical topics, issues sessions, and social time. Each session is composed of four 

main parts: Gather, Proclaim, Break, and Send. Large group gatherings and small group sessions are 

included most weeks.  For more information, visit stbonifacechurch.org/edge 
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Confirmation Preparation Year 1 (Grade 9) and Year 2 (Grade 10) 

Confirmation preparation is a two-year process with the sacrament being conferred in 10th grade, as 

recommended in the Diocese of Des Moines by Bishop Joensen. 

Preparation will include discernment interviews, formation sessions, one-on-one meetings with a 

sponsor, a long-term individual or family service project, and a retreat. The Purpose curriculum for 

Confirmation includes 24 sessions planned around a theme focused on three big questions: "Why 

believe in God?" "Why trust Jesus?" and "Why belong to the Church?"  

The curriculum is designed to accompany a teenager toward a commitment to Jesus lived out through 

the Catholic Church. Each session is composed of four main parts: Gather, Proclaim, Break, and Send. 

Large group gatherings and small group sessions are included as part of most sessions.  

For more information, visit stbonifacechurch.org/purpose 

 

High School Ministry (Grades 9-12) 

LifeTeen helps teens encounter the person of Jesus Christ. Adult core team members accompany teens 

on the road to discipleship in both large and small group formats that include catechetical topics, issues 

sessions, and social time.   

For more information, visit stbonifacechurch.org/high-school 

 

Family Faith Formation (All ages) 

During the year, we will offer intergenerational sessions to complement all programs for all ages and to 

support and offer resources to parents and caretakers who serve as the primary faith formators of their 

children. 

 

Homeschooling & Special Circumstances 

Families who would prefer to teach their children at home and families who have children with special 

learning needs are encouraged to contact Faith Formation Staff for assistance with creating a plan to 

meet your needs.  

 

Curriculum Digital Access 

Digital access to the Blest Are We: Faith in Action curriculum for 1st-5th grade is available to families upon 

request. Please contact the Faith Formation Office for more information.  
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion (2nd Grade) 

Preparation for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion begins in the home. 

During 2nd grade, we supplement family faith formation with specific sessions from the Blest are We 

Faith in Action curriculum. You will also receive a special sacramental preparation handbook. Below are 

sessions offered throughout the year. (See our calendar and read weekly emails for dates and details.)  

First Reconciliation 

• Parent/child information session  

• Formation Sessions   

• Parent/child preparation session  

• Celebration of Reconciliation 

First Holy Communion 

• Parent/child information session   

• Formation Sessions   

• Parent/child preparation session  

• Celebration of First Holy Communion  

 

Confirmation (9th-10th Grade) 

Preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation begins in the home. During 9th-10th grade, we 

supplement family formation with sessions from the LifeTeen Purpose curriculum. You will also receive a 

special sacramental preparation handbook. Confirmation preparation is a two-year process with the 

sacrament received in 10th grade. (See our calendar and read weekly emails for dates and details.) 

9th Grade (Year 1) 

• Parent/teen information meeting  

• Initial discernment conversation   

• Formation sessions   

• Celebration of Reconciliation 

• Monthly conversations with sponsor  

• Service in the parish (community service is also encouraged) 

10th Grade (Year 2) 

• Parent/teen information meeting  

• Second discernment conversation  

• Celebration of Reconciliation 

• Formation sessions and retreat  

• Celebration of Confirmation  

• Ongoing service in the parish (community service is also encouraged) 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

The St. Boniface Faith Formation Office offers many opportunities for young people and their families to 

grow in faith.  

Communications 

Our Faith Formation Office staff uses a variety of communications channels to keep you informed, 

including our weekly FlockNote e-newsletter, our website at stbonifacechurch.org, and our parish 

bulletin. In order to maintain communications, it’s important that we have your most current family 

contact information, including your phone number and an email address that you check regularly.  

Family Faith Formation Evenings 

During the year, all ages will gather together for family faith formation evenings. These evenings are an 

opportunity for us to learn as a parish family and build community.  

Prayer & Liturgical Celebrations 

Age-appropriate prayer services and liturgies give youth the opportunity to learn and be involved as 

lectors, commentators and music ministers, as well as celebrate the sacraments.  

• Youth Masses give 1st-5th graders the opportunity to participate in Mass ministries. Masses are 

offered monthly, typically Sundays at 10:30am. (See parish communications for dates.) 

• LifeTeen Masses for teens and their families are offered monthly, typically Sundays at 5pm. (See 

parish communications for dates.)  

• 2nd graders will learn about and celebrate the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist.  

• 3rd-8th graders will have the opportunity to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation.  

• 9th-10th graders will have the opportunity to experience the sacrament of Reconciliation, as well 

as learn about and celebrate Confirmation. 

Social Justice Activities 

The Faith Formation Office collaborates with parish outreach ministry teams for Advent and Lent 

outreach projects, as well as participates in many other parish and community-based service ministries 

such as Joppa, El Recreo, Angel Tree, and Coats for Kids.  For more information, visit 

stbonifacechurch.org/parish-ministries  

Diocesan Offerings 

The Diocese of Des Moines Youth and Young Adult Office offers and supports parish involvement in 

youth offerings, including:  

• Catholic Youth Camp for youth in 3rd grade through graduating high school seniors. 

• Kairos retreats for high school juniors. 

• Radix retreats for high school seniors. 

• National Catholic Youth Conference every other year for high school students. 

For more information, visit the Diocesan website at dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-

formation/youth-and-young-adults 
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS 

Several additional formational offerings are available for our youth. All require the support of many 

adults from our parish family. Please prayerfully consider if you may be called to share your time, talents 

and spiritual gifts in one of these ministries!  

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word (Ages 4-7) 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) is a worship experience geared especially for kids and is offered 

as part of Mass. CLOW mirrors the worship experience of the larger community, with a style that is 

engaging and interactive. Jesus recognized that children have a pure spirituality, and he made them the 

primary spiritual model for all of us!  

Here at St. Boniface, we invite children ages 4-7 to participate in Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 

the 8:30am and 10:30am weekend Masses. (See parish communications for dates.)  

 

Children's Choir 

For 3rd-5th grade students. Meets Wednesday 6:00-6:45pm. For more information, contact our Music 

Director. 

 

Youth Choir 

For 6th-12th grade students. Meets Wednesdays 6:00-6:45pm. For more information, contact our Music 

Director. 

 

Grace Within (Youth Sacred Movement Group) 

For girls in 1st-12th grade. Meets Wednesdays 5:30-6:30pm. For more information, contact Monica 

Vanorny, Coordinator.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Middle school and high school groups meet on various days, times and locations. For more information, 

contact the Faith Formation Office. 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Ages 4 through those entering 4th grade. Students entering 5th grade, middle school and high school may 

serve as volunteer leaders. Many adult volunteers are also needed. Meets mornings or evenings for one 

week in the summer. For more information, contact the Faith Formation Office.  
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CONTACT LIST 

 

Faith Formation 

Denice Rausch      drausch@stbonifacechurch.org 

Elementary Ministry (Blest Are We, 1st-5th)  familyfaith@stbonifacechurch.org 

First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Preparation 

 

Cindy Clefisch      cclefisch@stbonifacechurch.org 

Middle School Ministry (EDGE, 6th-8th)  

Confirmation Preparation (Purpose, 9th-10th)  confirmation@stbonifacechurch.org 

 

High School Ministry (LifeTeen, 9th-12th)   highschoolministry@stbonifacechurch.org  

 

Jackie Origer       

Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW, 4-7 years) childrensliturgy@stbonifacechurch.org 

 

Beth Henderson     bhenderson@stbonifacechurch.org  

Faith Formation Assistant    familyfaith@stbonifacechurch.org 

 

Faye Akers      fayeakers@stbonifacechurch.org  

Director, Parish Evangelization & Formation  

Adult Faith Formation & Retreats  

Scripture Study & Faith Sharing Groups  

Becoming Catholic/RCIA 

 

Music & Liturgy 

Jessica Belch      jbelch@stbonifacechurch.org 

Children's Choir (Grades 3-5) 

Youth Choir (Grades 6-8) 

LifeTeen Mass Choir 

 

Monica Vanorny     gracewithinboniface@gmail.com  

Grace Within (Youth Sacred Movement Group) 

 

Chris Bell      chrisbell@stbonifacechurch.org  

Altar Server Training  

Lector & Usher Training   
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IMPORTANT FAITH FORMATION DATES 2022-23 

(Dates subject to change. Please visit stbonifacechurch.org/faith-formation for updates.) 

Aug 23 and 29  Core team training (9th-10th grade Confirmation Purpose) 

Aug 24 and 30  Core team training (6th-8th grade EDGE) 

Aug 25 and 31  Catechist training (1st-5th grade Blest Are We) 

Sept 12 and 14   First week Faith Formation sessions (opening session with parents) 

Sept 18   Parent/teen Confirmation Year 1 (9th grade) meeting 

Sept 18   Parent/teen Confirmation Year 2 (10th grade) meeting 

Sept 25 and 27   Parent/child sacramental preparation meeting (2nd grade) 

Oct 24 or 26   Family Faith Formation Evening 

Nov 1   All Saints Day, Holy Day, attend Mass with your family 

Nov 21-25   NO SESSIONS (Thanksgiving Break) 

Dec 8   Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Holy Day, attend Mass with your family 

Dec 19-Jan 6   NO SESSIONS (Christmas Break) 

Jan 2   Core team planning (9th-10th grade Confirmation Purpose) 

Jan 3   Core team planning (6th-8th grade EDGE) 

Jan 4   Catechist planning (1st-5th grade Blest Are We) 

Jan 9 and 11  Faith Formation sessions resume 

Jan 23 or 25  Family Faith Formation Evening  

Feb 12    First Reconciliation 

Feb 19    First Reconciliation 

Feb 22   Ash Wednesday, attend with your family  

Mar 13-17   NO SESSIONS (Spring Break) 

Apr 2-8    Holy Week, attend Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Mass 

Apr 17 and 19   Last week Faith Formation sessions 

Apr 29 or 30  First Holy Communion, at all weekend Masses 

April or May (TBD) Confirmation (and retreat prior) 

Apr 26   Catechist and core team appreciation evening 

Summer (TBD)  Vacation Bible School  
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FAMILY FAITH & LITURGICAL EVENTS 2022-23 

(Dates subject to change. Please see parish bulletin or visit stbonifacechurch.org for updates.) 

 

Aug 15  Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) 

Oct 24 or 26 Family Faith Formation Evening 

Nov 1  All Saints Day (Holy Day of Obligation), Mass  

Nov 24  Thanksgiving Day Mass 

Nov 27  Advent begins 

Dec 8  Parish Communal Penance Service  

Dec 8  Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation), Mass  

Dec 25  Christmas Day, Mass 

Jan 1  Solemnity of Mary Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation), Mass  

Jan 23 or 25 Family Faith Formation Evening  

Feb 22  Lent begins, Ash Wednesday, Mass  

March 7 Parish Communal Penance Service 

Apr 2  Palm Sunday  

Apr 6-8 Triduum 

Holy Thursday (Mass with Washing of Feet)  

Good Friday (Passion service with Veneration of the Cross)  

Easter Vigil (Welcoming new Catholics and Renewal of Baptismal Promises)  

Apr 9   Easter Sunday 

May 28  Pentecost 
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