
 
 
 
 
 
Beginning Band Information for St. Patrick Catholic School 
Mrs. Lawrence, Band Director 
 
Welcome to a new school year with your band director, Mrs. Lawrence! Students will attend an instrument 
demonstration the week of August. 29th in their general music classes. During this session students will 
be given this letter/registration form to sign up for the band this year.   Please return the Band 
Registration Form to either the office, your homeroom teacher, or to Mrs. Lawrence by Sept, 6th, if you 
are interested in having your child join the band this year. 
 
Our local dealer is West Music, 6322 University Avenue, Cedar Falls.  This is across the street from 
College Square Mall.  Their phone number is 319-277-1000. Mrs. Lawrence, along with West Music, will 
be hosting an Open House on September 8, 2022 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the MPR/CCC room.  Let me 
know if you are unavailable that night and want your child to enroll.  You can email Mrs. Lawrence directly 
at dlawrence@cfcatholicschool.org. If you have any questions prior to signing your child up, or if you need 
help deciding on which instrument would be best please feel free to reach out to me. We do have a few 
school instruments available. You can also rent an instrument online by going to: 
rent.westmusic.com 
 
Check with your family members to see if there is an instrument available for your use.  If you bring these 
instruments to school on the night of the open house, West Music would be able to help you get your 
instrument checked over for you. Or you can take it there ahead of time so you will have the instrument 
ready to go in time for the first day of band lessons on September 15th, if you have time. It is so 
important that their instrument is in top working condition so it is easiest for them to learn! 
 
Those students who are recipients of Social Services (DHS) can have an instrument for free.  Talk to your 
caseworker for details.  Students who qualify should use this resource.  
St. Patrick 5th & 6th grade students will watch the first video (Be A Part of the Band) in music class, the 
week of Aug. 30th or Sept. 1,  when we demonstrate the instruments. I invite you to watch the “Instrument 
Demonstration” Video with them at home if they are still undecided on which instrument they want to play. 
Sometimes a student is more suited for one instrument or another and this can be a discovery time, and 
the rental program at West Music can help accommodate any changes needed within the first few 
months, if they happen to select something that doesn’t work. 
 
Watch: Be Part of the Band 
Watch: Instrument Demonstrations 
 
Materials: 
If you rent from West Music they will have all of the supplies you need with the instrument, including the 
book, reeds, swabs, etc. If you play a woodwind instrument (clarinet/sax) you will want to buy a box of 
Rico Royal #2.5 strength reeds. Students will probably use a box of 10 reeds throughout the year.  We 
will use the Essential Elements Book 1 for ALL instruments so you will need to purchase this book.  If you 
play percussion, you will also need to purchase “The Performing Percussionist” Book 1, by James Coffin. 
ALL students will need to purchase a folding music stand to keep at home so your child will develop good 
posture while practicing. 
 
Practice: 
Practice is essential to success! I recommend the student start out by practicing 15-20 minutes a day, 5 
days a week.  Students can increase that practice time as they start to build up endurance on the 
instrument.  There is no limit on how much time you can spend! Have fun with it! 
 
Concerts: 
There will be two concerts throughout the school year.  The dates are Dec. 13, 2022, and May 9, 2022. I 
look forward to having your son/daughter in the band program this year! Take a chance and do  
something new! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Lawrence, 5-8 Band 


