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Br. Paul O’Keefe, OFM | Secretary for Missions and Evangelization 

There are four signs on the building announcing the presence of friars.   
 

“One thing I learned working in evangelization,” says Fr. Alex Kratz, “is to let people know where you 
are.”  So every few yards, there’s a sign marking the site of the newest Franciscan friary in Detroit: St. Moses 
the Black. The last time anyone lived in this former rectory on Oakman Boulevard was 20 years ago. Since 
October it’s been home to Alex and fellow SJB friars Louie Zant and Maynard Tetreault.  
 

In a city rebounding from its past, the friars are part of a neighborhood that’s been left behind. Next door is a 
food pantry that sees brisk traffic. On the street in back, eight houses are boarded up or so structurally 
unsound they’re caving inward. With windows broken or shuttered, nearby factories are lifeless and 
desolate.  
 

A few blocks away is another sign, this one marking the boundary of Highland Park. It not only has the 
highest crime rate in Detroit – 46 crimes per 1,000 residents – but one of the highest in America. Here, your 
chance of becoming a victim of either violent or property crime is one in 22.  If poverty has a Ground Zero, 
this is the place.  
 

For Maynard, Alex and Louie, the natural question is, “Why here?” And just as important, “Why now?” 

 

Abandonment 

The “now” part seems like divine providence. “This is the 50th  anniversary of the riots in Detroit,” says 
Maynard, referring to a tsunami of violence that swept the city in 1967, leaving 43 people dead and 2,000 
buildings destroyed. For Alex, race and inequity converged in recent, deadly confrontations between African-
Americans and police officers. “All of this came crashing into my prayers,” he says.  
 

In March he suggested the friars expand their Detroit-area presence into an underserved neighborhood that 
was predominantly black. “I’ve been here [in Detroit] since 1999,” serving as Director of Evangelization for 
the Archdiocese for eight of those years. “Whenever I drive, I take the highway. I bypass miles and miles of 
this,” he says, waving an inclusive hand. “I felt a bit conflicted that I kind of avoided this whole area,” 
including the adjacent city of Highland Park, “which is even poorer than Detroit.” 
 
A quote from a class at St. Bonaventure – “Faith must have social consequences” – nudged Alex forward. 
“My studies kept echoing in my head,” he says. “Social location is part of our Franciscan charism. When 
we’re in a location where the poor are, it changes your witness.” 

 

Mark Soehner, former pastor of St. Aloysius in Detroit, knew the area well. During his time as Director of 
Postulants, “He also worked in this cluster and taught RCIA,” Alex says. “We talked a lot in general” about 
problems and possibilities. “We say Detroit has suffered ‘demolition by neglect’.  
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We only have a few Catholic parishes in the city. There’s a feeling of abandonment among Catholics in  
Detroit. Institutionally, the Church has pulled out.”  
 

Spirit At Work 

A pastoral letter called “Unleash the Gospel,” released in June by Archbishop Allen Vigneron, was a  
call to evangelization. “His plan is to have the religious evangelize the city,” Alex says. At St. Moses the  
Black, “I’d say we’re on the cutting edge of evangelization.” As friars, “It’s right down our alley.”  
 

After the Provincial Council endorsed his plan, “It took some looking and searching” to find the right  
place. “If I was going to invite friars in, I didn’t want to be in a structurally dangerous building with a 
 slumlord.” That eliminated a number of prospects. Finally, “The Holy Spirit guided me to this,” a  
rectory attached to St. Moses the Black Church.  
 

The pastor, J.J. Mech, also serves as rector of the nearby Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament and  
pastor of Our Lady of the Rosary. His associate in all three locations, Patrick Gonyeau, is also Central  
Regional Coordinator of Evangelization for the Archdiocese of Detroit. The very busy Patrick speaks for 
the community when he says, “There’s such an excitement about the Franciscans being here.”  
 
Indeed, “People have been very welcoming,” says Louie, a regular at morning Mass.  
 

“The parish is older, but there are kids in catechism class,” according to Maynard. “There’s always  
hospitality after Mass. They have a lively liturgy and a great choir.” Now, “All they need is people.”  
 

For Detroit-born Maynard, this was a homecoming. “Our parish [Visitation] was a mile from here.  
These were my old haunts.” He remembers Oakman Boulevard as “a nice, middle-class neighborhood,”  
more upscale than his own. 
 

This summer his ministry in Galveston, Texas, ended when the province returned Holy Family Parish to  
the diocese. “This [Detroit proposal] didn’t really come about until April. I heard about the potential of  
this place. I think our presence among marginated people is important. I think it is a tiny gesture of  
hope.” 

 
Cleaning Up 

Formed by the merger of three parishes, St. Moses the Black spans most of a block on the boulevard.  
It’s a fortress of a building, with arched doorways and a vaulted atrium that serves as a vestibule and 
 meeting space. Near the main door is an imposing painting of the church’s patron saint, the 4 th-century 
 slave who gave up a life of banditry to become a desert monk and an  
apostle for nonviolence.  

 
 

Up the steps and off to the right is the friary, which until  
recently served as the hub and storage facility for St. Moses the  
Black Food Pantry. Now the pantry is housed in the former  
school next door, where Louie is a volunteer.  
 
 

 

 

He visited the future friary after returning from missionary service in Jamaica. “I was just interested in going 
someplace where I could be useful,” he says, like Pittsburgh or Cincinnati. “Alex asked me if I might be 
interested in coming to Detroit, interacting with people in neighborhood projects.” Louie recalls his first 
visit . 

To enter the building, “We came through a rolling metal door” that blocked homeless people from sleeping 
on the steps, turning the rectory into a bunker. Inside, “There were boxes all around. The first floor was 
used as storage” for the parish food pantry. “It needed some cleaning up,” he says. Despite the clutter, “We 
saw the possibilities” in the 92-year-old rectory.  

“This place hadn’t been lived in in 20 years,” says Maynard, whose eagle eye as Provincial Building 
Coordinator does not miss much. “When we did the walk-through and saw plaster coming down, we knew it 
needed some care.” The parish fixed the plumbing and replaced the roof. Electrical work is an ongoing 
project. Most of the 17 doors would not close, a typical issue as old buildings settle. All of them needed 
sanding and/or lock repairs.  

Looking, listening 

By the time he moved here Oct. 2, Louie says, “Things 
were very liveable.” The furnishings, most donated, 
have the plain but serviceable look of bygone friaries. 
The addition of Internet was a must, but TV screens 
are absent by design.  

Slowly but surely, Maynard and Local Minister Louie 
have whittled the to-do list to a manageable size. 
Now they’re assessing the needs of their neighbors 
and quietly making their presence known. 

Around here, “People carry a lot of burdens,” Alex says. “Some of them live on their own.  One of the things 
I’ve been thinking of doing is asking people waiting at the food pantry if they’d like to be prayed with.”  

As for Maynard, “I’m not putting out my shingle” for sacramental ministry just yet. His goal for this first 
year, he says, is “to listen”, learn what people need “and what the bishop wants.”  

Alex came into this juggling another project, the restoration of St. Joseph Chapel and the Shrine of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Pontiac. It’s also the home of Terra Sancta Pilgrimages, which he co-founded 
and leads.  

At St. Moses the Black, “I think being visible and being in the neighborhood is important,” he says. One day 
at 6 a.m., “I was praying the rosary on the sidewalk” while wearing his habit. “A young guy was catching a 
bus for his job at a potato chip factory. He did a double take and said, ‘You’re medieval’. I explained to him 
what friars are about.” 

Maynard is encouraged by what he’s seen. “I was happy to hear about us going into the city. A lot of people 
are working on a comeback for Detroit,” including a mayor [Mike Duggan] “who has promised to do more 
for neighborhoods. There are many hopeful signs.” 

Four of those signs, lettered in brown, are attached to this building. 
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For years the Franciscans have worked to combat hunger, get kids to school, and bring the Gospel to people 
at their Jamaican mission. The busy St. Anthony Kitchen provides meals to over 150 people a day. The  
latest student to graduate from their successful Get Kids to School program is now thriving in college.  
 
With these programs up and running, Fr. Colin King—who has been in Jamaica full time since his ordination 
in July of 2017—is eager to address the need for basic medical care among the people of the small, rural 
communities in which they serve. The deep care and concern he feels for the Jamaican people is palpable 
when he speaks of them. His excitement about the medical clinic is contagious. 
 
“There is no medical presence in the small settlement of Revival,” he explains. “It’s a 30-minute drive by car 
to the nearest medical facility and a 45-minute drive to the hospital in Negril—and that’s if people can even 
find and afford a taxi for transportation.” 
 
To be seen in the nearest medical clinic, people must arrive by 4:30 a.m., or they likely won’t be seen at all 
that day. Long lines form early in the island heat. Taxis usually don’t operate in the middle of the night, so 
people are forced to leave for the clinic the night before, walk, pay a friend who has a car, or just forgo 
medical care altogether. Sadly, people often have to go without, and sometimes the consequences can be 
dire—like for the man whose dog bite turned into a limb amputation due to lack of basic care. 
 
Fr. Colin explains that their neighboring diocese has a medical clinic with a nurse available five days a week 
and a doctor who visits two days a week. He envisions a clinic like this for the people he serves at St.  
Mary’s in Revival, where he is pastor, and for those in the surrounding areas.  
 
“If we can implement a medical clinic for the people there, it will be a game changer, possibly even a  
lifesaver for them,” he says. “Eventually it would be nice to have a clinic at each of our Franciscan churches  
on the island, but right now our goal is to get our first clinic up and running at St. Mary’s.” 
 
The friars already have a space for their clinic—a one-bedroom rectory on church property that they’ve  
been using as a general storage area since their arrival. It’s been  
a large undertaking to clean and renovate it, but Fr. Colin reports that people have been very generous with  
their time and resources. A Jamaican man with a background in construction has been working at  

night to help renovate the rectory. Some supplies  
have already been donated. Everyone in the 

 community wants to see the clinic open.  
 
They’ve also had a successful “Gospel rally fundraiser”  
at St. Mary’s Church. About 3,000 USD were raised by the 
hardworking people of the parish.  

 

“That’s double the funds of the largest fundraiser  we’ve ever had!” Fr. Colin exclaims. “We’re off to  
a strong start with a lot of commitment and involvement from the community, which is  fantastic because 
this must be a community  project and effort. The local bishop is very supportive as well.” 
 
The friars are hoping they will receive enough support to be able to open the new clinic, with nurses, later 
this August for school children to receive back-to-school physicals. Basic medical supplies, such as scales, 
height charts, first aid kits, and stethoscopes, are some of the things needed for the launch. 
 
“We’ve got the land and we have the building, which are usually the biggest initial hurdles,” Fr. Colin says. 

“We’re ready. Now it’s time to trust in people’s generosity 
and the providence of God to get this new clinic up and  

continuously running.” 
 
 

A message from Br. Jeffrey Haller | Missions of the Orders 

“To be seen in the nearest 

medical clinic, people must 

arrive by 4:30am.” 
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A world of children seeking happiness and God.  
 

Movement On All Sides 
 

As you know we moved out of our own home-made building and handed our property to the voracious  
equipment of KCC Mining Company.  They wasted no time, working often in the rains. After three weeks they 
already finished a large part of the foundation of the huge house. At the same time they are building a wall for 
the protection of the children.  We hear good reactions for the people in the village. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In our temporary home on the grounds of the local parish, we celebrated Christmas and the New Year in a  
series of welcome visits of Indians, South Africans, Youth groups from local churches Catholics and other 
individuals.  Our kids have never eaten so much meat. Our friend Germain Pungwe, head of GPM construction, 
gave us a whole cow which served hundreds of people for three to four days! Others brought clothes for the 
children, others brought sacks of corn flower, others prepared meals on the spot for the kids…what a  
wonderful movement, thanks be to God.  This was all celebrated in a spirit of prayer, shared prayer as well, to 
thank God with our 

FMS’ three most recently 

returned missioners: Anna, 

Cindy, and Misty.  
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thank God with our 

Didier who was victim of an avalanche of stones has been transferred from the local health center to our 
home where he can be close to his friends and to our movement.  We are preparing him to go to Lubumba-
shi for a serious operation with the hope that he will be able to stand up. The provincial government will pay 
for all the expenses of this operation that will cost a lot and the other Ministers of the government who 
know this case are very encouraging to us who continue to have a daily visit of the nurses in order to treat 
his horrible wounds with honey.  Yes, with honey and it works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Movement Among the Franciscans 

We have a new local superior and new members of the community who brighten up our life and that of the 
local community.  We have been given a parish that had been without a priest because of sickness. With our 
new staff in the parish, there is new movement and new prayer.  God is good. 

Our young men who study in the village of Lukafu have come and gone.  All 17 of them brightened up our 
house for they brought a new discipline and a new professionalism.  Right away they finished the cement 
work on our new home and then went to our farm to weed our 10 acres of corn together with our children 
and friends.  On January 6 they headed back to Lukafu where they do honor to our Maison Kwetu. 
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Disruptions.  We are not all saints in our Home.  We take in children who had the bad habit of  

thievery of telephones.  During the festivities one of them robbed à telephone and then ran away.   

Ran where? To alcohol, to marijuana, to whatever he wanted. We intensify our prayer for he is  

preparing his way to prison. 

It seems that we also have some enemies, which is normal.  We are in dialogue with them and  

hopefully we will be able to establish good relationships and collaboration. 

 

Needs Now and For the Future 

 

With the new house and the new influx of children, we look toward the future, not only the future of 

our home but especially the future of the children.  Hopefully we will be able to reintegrate a large 

number into their own families. But we also have to think about supporting our project. Before  

explaining, we want to thank all of you who have accompanied us by prayer and offering.  Our kids 

are in good health, are studying, are learning trades and are getting in trouble like all kids. We ac-

company them all just as you would I am sure. 

 

But this movement is demanding and with age we slow own.  It seems that the Franciscans are will-

ing to continue what we have begun and we are working with them along that line.  We might have 

lots of corn from our farm, but we are fare from being financially independent. The local support of 

our home is wonderful but only periodic.  We are working with the same budget we had with lesser 

children and at times we panic : how to feed, school…125 children. 

We beg you to accompany us with prayer and counsel during this period of transition.  If this is God’s 

work, it will continue. Blessings on you all. Thank you. 

 

Fr Damien Isabell ofm 

Western Union: Lawrence Damien Isabell, Kolwezi, Democratic of the Congo 

Franciscan Missionary Union, “Brother Joe”, 3140 Meramec Street, St Louis, Missouri. 63118 

 

 

 



TOWARDS A MISSIONARY SPIRIT     11 

 

I have lived on the Navajo Nation for over 30 years.  During this time 

I taught high school science and eventually moved into youth minis-

try at our local parishes.  Our program encompasses four local par-

ishes which span about a 25 mile radius. It includes youth from 

Mary, Mother of Mankind in St. Michaels, AZ, Our Lady of the 

Blessed Sacrament (OLBS) in Fort Defiance, AZ, St. Francis Mission in 

Sawmill, AZ, and St. Berard Parish in  

Navajo, NM (Red Lake area).   

 

We gather at OLBS from 2-4 on Sundays as this parish is somewhat 

central for all the areas.  Confirmation preparation is part of the pro-

cess for those who choose to be confirmed. An example of one of 

these gatherings might be to begin with a hands on activity (icebreaker), go into a teaching/lesson sometimes while 

still doing hands on work, allow sharing time in the form of verbal, journaling, or group dynamics, and close with a 

prayer ritual.  Using this process of extending our gathering together for two hours instead of one hour, and weaving 

the religious education throughout the youth ministry components seems to maintain continuity with the youth. 

Once in a while…youth continue journeying with us right through their senior year!!! This year we have three. 

 

The parish communities and other staff members are very encouraging of our young people.  They often ask for their 

assistance and participation at various events like Generations of Faith (LOFT), hospitality in the hall, helping to pro-

claim the gospel narrative for Christmas, hosting the Angel Tree party for families who have a parent incarcerated 

and giving out gifts donated by our parishes, portraying the Way of the Cross during Lent, etc.   All of these activities 

help provide a sense of belonging and connectedness to parish life and community.  

 

As some youth leave our high school program and stay in the local area, they are becoming a voice of change.  If we 

truly believe Christ is present in each of us, then being Christ for others and allowing them to be Christ for us is Eu-

charist!   “It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal 2:20).  
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Celebrating our 30th anniversary, Franciscan Mission Service (FMS) forms and supports lay missioners  

serving in the Franciscan tradition.  Since 1990, hundreds of missioners have served in 19 different  

countries, including individuals currently serving in Bolivia, Jamaica, and Washington, DC.  FMS was founded 

by OFM friars, and we thrive due to the prayers and support of the entire Franciscan family. 

 

On a sunny January 19, FMS celebrated the return of missioners SarahJane Cauzillo, Erin McHugh, Maggie 

Van Roekel, and Tim Shelgren at the annual Re-Commissioning Mass. The mass marks the end of their  

2-week re-entry retreat and honors their call to be life-long missioners. During re-entry, which was co-

facilitated by FMS returned missioner Beth Riehle (El Salvador, 2006-2009) and Programs Manager Emily 

Norton, the returned missioners reflected on their mission experiences and how to integrate them into their 

next steps. The retreat created the space not only to 

share with one another but also with the Casa  

community.  

 

A new addition to the mass was an offertory of gifts 

that symbolized the gifts the missioners received 

while on mission. Erin, who served in Jamaica and 

Guatemala, brought a bunny stuffed animal as her 

item. It was given to her by her family before leav-

ing for mission and served as a reminder that the 

community she left was still with her. Erin shared 

that, "This symbol became a meaningful part of my 

mission. By allowing the girls to realize their true 

selves, they allowed me to be myself. This bunny 

symbolizes the way I felt loved in order to be my authentic self and a reminder to continue to accept that 

love and give it to others." Erin's words call us all to love more deeply by being  

present to our authentic selves and those around us.  

 

The reception after mass invited us to do just that. The gathering brought together the current Casa Com-

munity with Board Members, Program Alumni, and the greater FMS community. The space was filled with 

joy as food and conversation was shared. We appreciate everyone who joined us in a zealous celebration.  
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Blessing of our returned missioners and program alumni. 

  

Our returned missioners 

SarahJane Cauzillo,  

Maggie Van Roekel, Tim 

Shelgren, and Erin McHugh at 

the annual Re-Commissioning 

Mass.  

Alumni and FMS supporters attending our 

reception following Recommissioning 

mass celebration. 


