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Grants for 75 grade- and high-school students, totaling 
$43,300, were announced on September 2, by Father Ron 
Walters, Provincial Minister of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Province. 

“We feel we can do a lot of good through these 
grants from our Franciscan Education Fund,” Fr. Ron 
said, “thanks to the generosity of our benefactors. 
These schools and students receiving grants really need 
assistance, especially in this time. Our goal is to support 
the Catholic education of students in the parishes we 
serve.”

Originating with an effort 
begun years ago by veteran 
friar-missionary Father Gale 
Grieshop(photo at right) at 
Fort Defiance, Arizona, the 
Franciscans’ program for 
education assistance now 
encompasses students from 
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nine Catholic schools. Applications for assistance come 
through Franciscan pastors in New Mexico and Arizona. 
Many of the schools have a “Franciscan connection” 
from past years. 

“While we lack the manpower to staff schools and 
parishes as in the past, we Franciscans believe the 
Education Fund is an important way for us to continue to 
support those with whom we’ve ministered over so many 
decades in the Southwest,” Fr. Ron explained. “Education 
has been an important part of our mission since the friars 
first came to the Southwest in 1898.”

Renee Tsinnie, Advancement Director at St. Michael 
Indian School, says, “The Franciscan Education Fund 
is essential to working families who have a household 
income just above poverty income levels and do not 
qualify for scholarship from an STO (Support Tuition 
Organization).” Last year nearly 20 elementary and high 
school students received funding from the Franciscan 
Fund. The average grant pays for one month of tuition. 

At the school, Ms. Tsinnie notes, “A majority of the 
recipients of the Franciscan Fund live outside Arizona 

St. Michael Indian School partners with Our Lady of Guadalupe Province 
students whose families are in need of scholarship assistance.
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and do not qualify for any type of Arizona funding 
through STO’s or ESA (Empowerment Scholarship Act).” 
Additionally, she says, “Fifty-five percent of our student 
receive funding from other sources outside of Arizona 
Empowerment Scholarship.” 

St. Michael’s Principal Tazbah Yazzie underscores 
the importance of the support for the school from the 
Franciscans. “Over the years, St. Michael Indian School 
has partnered with organizations both in Arizona 
and New Mexico to assist students with scholarship 
assistance. The relationship between the Franciscans 
and Saint Katharine Drexel, our foundress, started at the 
school’s opening in 1902.”

Ms. Yazzie adds, “Today our school chaplain is Father 
Edgardo Diaz, OFM. Brother Andrew Stettler, OFM, 
joined us this year to teach religion in the high school. 
Our continued partnership with the Franciscans is vital 
to the future success of our school and we are extremely 
grateful for the scholarship assistance provided through 
the Franciscan Fund for our students with 98 percent of 
our students continuing onto college.”

The Fund has awarded over a half-million dollars in 
financial aid since its inception in 2006. Grant requests are 
considered by a committee of three friar-pastors. Families 
must be registered parishioners, with children enrolled 
in Catholic schools. An annual appeal to donors on behalf 
of Catholic Education helps to fund the annual grants. 
In his recent appeal letter to contributors, Franciscan 
Development Director Brother Bruce Michalek wrote, “A 
Catholic School education is still one of the best ways 
to teach our children solid Christian values. The friars 
of our Southwest Franciscan Missions are committed to 
helping make a Catholic education available to as many 
children as possible.”

The Padres’ Trail is a 
monthly newsletter 

distributed by  
Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Province.

Saint Katharine Drexel (pictured in a mural at the provincial headquarters for 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province), brought the Franciscan sister and brothers 
to serve in the Southwest. She funded and staffed schools like St. Michael Indian 
School. Father Edgardo Diaz (above, right) and Brother Andrew Stettler (below, 
right) help to continue her legacy today. (School photos courtesy of St. Michael 
Indian School)
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July 22-24 marked the 82nd Annual Tekakwitha Conference. With the 
theme, “Saint Kateri Leads Us to the Mercy of God,” native American 
Catholics from across the United States gathered virtually for a 
three-day online event. Joining from the Navajo Nation were friars 
and parishioners from Ganado, St. Michaels, Chinle and Lukachukai, 
Arizona. 

Named for the 17th-century Algonquin-Mohawk woman 
canonized in 2012 as the first Native American saint, the gathering 
included dynamic keynote presenters in breakout sessions, regional 
membership meetings, and liturgies—which offered “a glimpse of 
the intersection between our vibrant Native American cultures and 
our Catholic faith,” according to the Conference website. “Though 
we come from many sovereign tribes and pueblos, we gather as one 
‘family’ in faith,” organizers noted. 

Executive Director of the Conference, Robert Barby III, of the 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe, explained that, “Despite all the loss we’ve felt” in 
the nearly two years since the last gathering, “our Creator gives us a 
reason to hope and to live in each moment with gratitude.” 

Bishop Shelton Fabre of the Diocese of Houma-Tibodaux, 
Episcopal Moderator of the Conference, said, “As we face the challenge 
of seeking healing and reconciliation among people of different races 
and cultures, we must always remember that we must do so as a 
people of faith. St. Kateri, our patroness, gives us good example of 

Friars and Parishioners Take Part in  
VIRTUAL ‘TEKAKWITHA  

CONFERENCE’
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how we should respond to hatred and injustice, and also 
through our words and actions seek to advance our desire 
for healing and reconciliation among people of different 
races.”

Bishop James Wall of Gallup offered Mass for the 
Conference on Friday, while at Ganado, Father Blaine 
Grein presided at Mass for local participants on Thursday. 

According to Brother Paul O’Brien, who ministers to 
the Navajo community from Ganado, Christian witness 
is “the whole purpose of the Conference; it started out as 
a clergy support group and morphed into a gathering of 
Christian indigenous peoples.” The Conference is a time 
for “renewing old friendships. A lot of the participants 
knew each other,” he added. 

While the gathering brings together a wide mix 
of people from tribes and nations, Br. Paul noted that 
“camaraderie takes care of the diversity among the 
nations,” adding “in the conference there’s a lot of 
storytelling [and] deepening of existing friendships.”

Workshops at the Conference included two on the 
life and holiness of Nicholas Black Elk of the Lakota 
Tribe, whose cause for canonization was introduced 
in 2017. Paul found the presentations most valuable: 
“His gift was to make things better for people, through 
his interaction, to improve the life of his people. He 
brought the Christian story to others. He was a heck of a 
catechist.”

For Br. Paul, the key to the Conference was “the 
indigenous people who make the whole thing run. They 
knew who they were. I found that so affirming.” 

Christian
witness "is 
the whole 

purpose of the 
Conference."

— Brother Paul 
O'Brien, OFM

All Saints Parish, Ganado, Arizona, was one of the sites for the virtual 
conference participants.
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F R I A R  N E W S

Father Charles Installed as 
Pastor for Acoma and Laguna
On Saturday, September 11, Conventual Franciscan 
Father Charles McCarthy was officially installed as pastor 
of San Estevan, Rey Church and Missions of the Pueblo 
of Acoma, New Mexico, by Gallup Bishop James Wall. On 
the next day, the same ceremony was celebrated in order 
to officially confirm Fr. Charles in service to the people of 
San José/St. Joseph Parish with its six villages.

Fr. Charles is familiar to the readers of The Padres’ 
Trail for his reflections on culture and social justice. He 
is a Conventual Franciscan of the Province of Our Lady 
of Consolation, with wide experience in ministry with 
Native American and Spanish-speaking Catholics. He is 
a native of Chicago, Illinois.

The friars of the Province of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary reported the sad news 
that Franciscan Father Sergius Wrowblewski 
passed away at the age of 103 on September 21. 
He was believed to be the oldest living friar in the 
United States. This year he celebrated 75 years 
in the priesthood, and his religious profession 
predated D-Day! We pray for Fr. Sergius as he is 
welcomed home into God’s heavenly kingdom, as 
well as for the family, friends, and the brothers he 
leaves behind.

Oldest Living US Friar Dies at 103
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F R I A R  N E W S

Friars Gather for Labor Day Picnic
On Monday, September 6, friars from Arizona and New 
Mexico came together for an annual tradition—the Labor 
Day Picnic—at San Juan Diego Friary. Lunch was served 
“from the grill,” with lots of extras, including desserts. 
Also on the menu—as at any friar-gathering—were 
plenty of great stories of Franciscans, past and present.

Photo at top: Provincial 
Minister Ron Walters 
offers an opening 
prayer before the meal. 
Photo above: Father 
Gerry Steinmetz.

Photo, above: Brother Jerry Granter. Upper photo 
at right, clockwise from left: Father Gerry Steinmetz, 
Brother Gordon Boykin (rear), Father Edgardo Diaz, 
Father Sean Murnan, Father Richard Rohr. Lower 
photo at right (from left): Father Paul Juniet and 
Father Larry Bernard.
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F R I A R  N E W S

On Thursday evening, September 2, the Provincial Council 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province (OLG) met with all 
the friars living and working with our Navajo brothers and 
sisters. Father Ron Walter, Provincial Minister, addressed 
the pressing issues of aging and diminishment which face 
the province at this time, particularly for those working 
with the Navajo Nation. 

The purpose of the gathering was to continue planning 
for the time between now and the inauguration of the 
new “coast-to-coast” Franciscan province in October 
2023. OLG currently has 11 friars living or working at four 
different friaries, with other missions served from those 
places. Two friars from other provinces are part of the 
mission. With advancing age and a lack of friars available 
to staff the current array of places, the council members 
urged the friars to put together a plan which will address 

the needs of the Navajo people and the friars’ ability to 
meet those needs.

Fr. Ron told the friars, “If you’re going to continue to 
dedicate yourself to ministry here, you’ve got to come up 
with a concrete plan. It’s got to be practical—practical 
enough to say how we will take care of ministry if one or 
the other of us is not here tomorrow.” He cautioned the 
friars, “One of the things we bind ourselves to is ‘how 
we think things should be.’” He continued, “We have to 
think outside of the box.” Fr. Ron added, “You’ve got to 
tear down the box. Be creative. It’s in seeking creativity 
that the Spirit can work.”

Following the meeting with the council, the friars 
engaged in the Navajo mission agreed to meet and begin 
their work of developing a plan for the future.

OLG Leadership Meets with Friars in Navajo Ministry

At left, Provincial Minister Fr. Ron Walters 
explains the Council’s invitation to the 
Navajo missionaries. Brother Maynard 
Shurley is seated to his right. At right, above, 
Brother Andrew Stettler and Fr. Pio O’Connor 
listen. At right, below, Provincial Council 
Member Fr. Dale Jamison.
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Over 200 Women Take Part in Retreat at 
Holy Family Parish
On September 18 and 19, more than two hundred women gathered at 
Holy Family Parish Hall, Albuquerque, for the women’s annual retreat. 
The retreat was organized by “Mujeres en Gracia y Mision.” Father 
Edgardo Jara from Holy Name Province, Brother Manuel Mendoza and 
Father Jose Luis Peralta Andrade were presenters and spiritual directors 
for the retreat. During the retreat, they had the opportunity to introduce 
Father Andres Gallegos, the new Vicar at Holy Family Friary (on the left in 
the photo at right), to the women. The evaluations after the retreat were 
positive and many commented that it was a transformative experience.

F R I A R  N E W S



9

from the 
A R C H I V E S

“You go to Chinle [Arizona], to help out for about six 
weeks,” the superior told Brother Gotthard Schmidt. He 
packed a few things and started out for his “temporary 
assignment.” Fourteen years later he was still at Chinle. 
His many services to the mission included working in the 
garage or on the power plant, making repairs on the church 
or friary, and caring for the garden and the chickens. Three 
times a week, he made the 80-mile trek to Ganado in 
every kind of weather. There were times when it required 
15 hours to plough through 40 miles of mud road. One 
winter, road conditions were so bad that the authorities 
banned all traffic--except the mail. Brother Gotthard kept 
his truck in condition for the rugged beating it had to take. 
But his service was more than just mail delivery. Along that 
road he kept in touch with the Navajo who lived there, 
gaining their respect and friendship.

Born in Germany in 1882, Brother Gotthard became a friar 
in 1918, and served as cook and gardener in the East before 
moving to the Southwest and ministering at Roswell and 
Jemez in New Mexico; and St. Michaels, Chinle, Keams 
Canyon and Klagetoh in Arizona. He moved back East in 
1925, where he served for another 33 years, dying in Peoria, 
Illinois, at the age of 81, after 54 years in the Order.

Mail Carrier and Missionary:  
Brother Gotthard Henry Schmidt, OFM
Adapted from The Padres’ Trail,  January 1930

Above, Brother Gotthard and a portion of his “flock.”



10

The same day, at Mission San Luis Rey, Oceanside, 
California, Brother Henri Djojo, OFM, made his solemn 
profession, which was received by Father David Gaa, 
OFM, Minister Provincial of the St. Barbara Province. A 
native of Indonesia, Br. Henri worked as an Architectural 
Designer in Boston, Singapore, and San Francisco, before 
joining the Franciscans. 

FOUR 
FRIARS 

PROFESS 
LIFETIME 

VOWS
On two separate coasts on the same day, August 21, four 
Franciscans made their “solemn” (lifetime) profession in 
the Order of Friars Minor.

In New York City, three friars—Brother James 
Bernard, O.F.M.; Brother Steven Kuehn, O.F.M.; and 
Brother Aaron Richardson, O.F.M.—professed final vows 
during a Mass celebrated Aug. 21 by Father Kevin Mullen, 
O.F.M., Provincial Minister of the Holy Name Province, 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Manhattan. These three 
friars are now pursuing studies toward priestly ordination. 

Br. James comes to the friars from a career in banking 
and financial planning. Br. Steven is a graduate of the 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, and served 12 
years in the U.S. Navy. Br. Aaron has a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from George Mason University, Fairfax, 
Virginia. 

Photo above: Three friars (in 
habits) professed solemn vows 
in New York City. From the left, 
Aaron Richardson, Jim Bernard 
and Steve Kuehn. Concelebrating 
the Mass were Father Keven 
Mullen (center), Provincial 
Minister of Holy Name Province; 
and flanking him, Father Joe 
Rozansky and Father Larry 
Hayes, Vicar Provincial. (Photo 
by Octisan Duran). Photo at 
left: Brother Henri Djojo, who 
professed his solemn vows in 
Oceanside, California. (Photo 
courtesy Franciscan Renewal 
Center, Scottsdale, Arizona)

U S - 6  N E W S
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On August 11, six men arrived in Silver Spring, Maryland, 
to begin one year of “postulancy,” which is the first stage 
in formation for Franciscan life. They were formally 
received in a ceremony at the US-6 “Interprovincial 
Postulancy Program” on August 19, presided over by 
Father Jim Gannon, Minister Provincial of the Province 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Since arrival, the postulants have been taking part 
in orientation. They’ve spent time getting to know one 
another better as brothers, taken part in the recent 
Franciscan solemn profession in New York (see related 
article) and visited ministry sites in the local region of 
Maryland, the District of Columbia and Virginia. They 
also traveled to St. Francis Inn in Philadelphia, where 
they assisted in serving the guests.

OLG’s Father Gino Correa, who is a member of 
the formation team for the postulants, says, “Working 
in formation and especially with postulants who are 

beginning their Franciscan journey, I have discovered 
that there is no time or reason to try and invent answers 
to questions no one is asking. These men have questions, 
and they are serious questions that are born from a deep 
desire to find sense and meaning to life.  

“A postulant told me just the other day ‘If I am being 
authentic and transparent it is because all of you friars 
are right there with us working, praying and playing.  All 
of you are in class with us and it is obvious you are there 
not just teaching but that you are still learning.’”

Fr. Gino quotes Paul’s advice to his young disciple 
Timothy: “Let no one have our contempt for your 
youth.”  For these men beginning their Franciscan 
journey, Fr. Gino notes, “It is only when we embrace the 
incomplete, fresh and raw part of ourselves and of others 
that we discover together the freedom from shame and 
the need to be in control that allows us to truly take on 
the posture of a true disciple.”  

Citing the three “pillars of formation”—human, 
Christian and Franciscan development—the postulancy 
team has responded to one of the central themes of Pope 
Francis, adding “Environmental Formation” as a fourth 
“pillar” for the program in Silver Spring. 

“The ministries that the postulants are engaged in,” 
Fr. Gino reports, “vary from teaching in the classroom, 
accompanying immigrants in developing personal 
resources to help them succeed in a new country, and 
working in soup kitchens. All the postulants have added 
another ministry and that is working on a farm which 
raises the food that supplies a great number of the food 
banks in the Washington DC metro area.”

Father Larry Dunham, Guardian of the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land 
in Washington, D.C., gives a tour of the Monastery church to the postulants.

The postulants (left to right): Martin Tran, 
John Kashmer, Ricky Madere, Tyler Harris, Ivan 
Arevalo, Jeremy Mayeaux, flanked by Father Jim 
Gannon, Provincial Minister of the Province of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (left) and 
Father Basil Valente, Vocation Director, Holy Name 
Province. (Photo by Octisan Duran)

SIX MEN BEGIN 
FRANCISCAN 
JOURNEY

U S - 6  N E W S
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September/October 2021
 
Dear Friend of the Missions,

As much as we all want to believe that we are not going to 
grow old, our bodies reveal a different reality. The years, 
months and days seem to flash by in the wink of the eye 
and you begin to wonder, “Where did the time go?”

We are very fortunate to have a residence for 
our senior friars that provides the necessary medical 
and fraternal needs for our friars who “fought the 
good fight” and have been given the official title of  
“retired” where they can enjoy their autumn years in 
peace and comfort 

Altogether, these retired friars have served the 
Hispanic, Pueblo, and Navajo people of the Southwest 
more than 300 years and they now reside at our Casa San 
Juan Diego which is located in the South Valley area of 
Albuquerque. Elsewhere in this issue of The Padres’ Trail 
you can see photos of some of our seniors enjoying our 
Labor Day picnic.

Friars whose health status requires a more regulated 
atmosphere with ongoing medical attention, can reside 
at the Little Sisters of the Poor in Gallup.

These humble friars were willing to walk with 
the people as equals and learn from them. Coming 
into a new culture can be very challenging. One is 
confronted with new foods, different religious and 
cultural customs as well as climate. I am happy to 
report that these men passed all the tests with flying 
colors as they quickly absorbed everything in their  
“new world.” 

It is pretty well accepted that men will describe 
themselves by what they do rather than who they are, 
whenever they are introduced to a new acquaintance. 
How do our retired friars see themselves? Now, their full-
time ministry as retired friars is focused on intercessory 
prayer. 

No longer slaves to the telephone and endless meetings 
at the parish or mission, they can now concentrate on 
the spiritual as well as Franciscan fraternity. They pray 
fervently each day for our Southwest Franciscan Missions 
and our benefactors. Your prayer intentions are placed in 
the chapel so that they can be read by the friars.      

They are humbled by your generosity and are 
thankful. 

Your faithful and generous help--in any amount--is 
always appreciated. It will be used for the care of our 
senior friars as well as the continued support of our many 
missions on the Navajo Reservation and in the Native 
American Pueblos of New Mexico. May you be blessed 
with many years of health, happiness and good fortune.

Br. Bruce, OFM
Brother Bruce Michalek, O.F.M.,
Provincial Director of Development,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province

YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE AT:

WWW.SWFRANCISCANS.ORG/SUPPORT-US 

OR TO:

BROTHER BRUCE, OFM 
1204 STINSON STREET, SW 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87121

An Appeal  
FOR OUR SENIOR 
FRIARS

In the chapel of San Juan Diego Friary, Albuquerque, New Mexico, our senior 
friars can exercise the ministry of intercessory prayer.


