
3rd Sunday of Advent: Joy 
Penitential Rite/Wreathe Blessing 

 

Leader: “What should we do?” “I am baptizing 
you with water. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.” - Luke 
Response: Come Emanuel! Kindle your Spirit’s 
Fire in Our Lives! 
  

Leader: When have you been on fire with 
expectation that you couldn’t hardly contain 
yourself?!?!?!? Were you waiting for a person? 
…word that you got the job you were wanting. …a 
yes on a promotion. …that you passed your exam. 
…that one you loved got through a surgery. …or 
what? 
“What should we do?” are our words to John the 
Baptist! How do we get connected in our lives with 
the Creator’s gift of the Incarnation – the Son!  
John the Baptist responds, “Chill! Give it away!” 
Whatever the “it” is that is owning you, keeps you 
from being free in joy! John’s Baptism (going into 
the deep) was just a bath in the water. Jesus’ Joy is 
a fire of desire that ignites and takes us beyond 
ourselves. “May my Joy be in you! And may your 
Joy be complete!”  
My question is: How do we get out of the way to 
know that the Joy is already Here! 
Response: Come Emanuel! Kindle your Spirit’s 
Fire in Our Lives! 
 

(Face West: Light 3 Candles) 
 

All: Creator, you restore the joy of your 
creation each morning!  
You know we follow you with all we are.  
The Christian Scriptures remind us  
of who you are and the ways you love us. 
Ignite in us a sense of joy  

that overflows our hearts! 
Let your joy be contagious and spill over  

as joy in the lives of those around us. 
May your peace, that surpasses 
understanding, be upon us as we wrap up a 
year that has felt very scary and uncertain.  
Encourage our hearts with the joy that,  
in you, we can live in the peace which is 
balance and joy.  
We thank you for the joy and peace you give! 
Come Emanuel!  
Kindle your Spirit’s Fire in Our Lives! 
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