
Our Household Church: Becoming Peace 
4th Sunday of Advent: 19 December 2021 

CALLING TO THE FEAST: 
All: In the Name of the + Father, and of the + Son and of the + Holy Spirit. Amen! 
Leader 1: You never cease to spur us on All: to possess a more abundant life.  
Leader 2: You are generous/rich in mercy. All: You constantly offer pardon.  
Eldest: …mentoring us how to. Leader 1: You call sinners to trust  
All: in your forgiveness alone. Youngest: …and to forgive one another.  
Leader 2: You never turn away from us. All: Even though we have broken Your covenant,  
Leader 1: You have bound the human family to yourself All: through Jesus your Son, our Redeemer.  
Leader 2: In Jesus we have a new bond of love so tight All: that it can never be undone.  
Leader 1: You set before us a time of grace and reconciliation. All: As we turn back to you in spirit and 
practice. Leader 2: Grant us hope in Christ Jesus. All: Open our eyes to our unity in Creation. 
Leader 1: We desire to be of service to all.  All: and entrust ourselves to the Spirit.  
 

THANKSGIVING: 
Women: Source of Life, You are holy. Men: From the world’s beginning You are ceaselessly at work. 
Eldest: You call the human race to become holy. Youngest: Just as you are holy. 
Women: Look, upon the offering of our lives. Men: Fill us with your Spirit in Jesus Christ. 
All: In Jesus we are your sons and daughters. Eldest: What we are becoming Youngest: is to be seen. 
Eldest: Your people were lost in the desert and in Exile All: and thought they could not approach you. 
Youngest: Jesus’ life among us, his actions and his words, All: showed that You are always present. 
Women: Jesus celebrated Passover with the disciples, Men then he became our Passover. 
All: We thank you for the greatest love: Eldest: the lasting sign of your covenant. 
Eldest: Jesus’ life and witness unveiled the Word of Covenant All: He now Opens the Word for us. 
 

WE READ, LISTEN and SHARE: 
Today’s Gospel is Luke 1:39-45. The other Readings Hebrews 10:5-10 and Micah 5:1-4a can be read or 
simply read the Gospel. While someone reads the Scripture(s), listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE 
BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR 
OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other: 
 When has your heart calmed from fear or doubt when you realized “Things will work out!”?  
 What was the burden that was lifted?  
 

Advent’s annual theme is preparation: God preparing for us, we prepare for God. This Sunday 
we hear of one who is to come, to be sent or to be appointed by God. Would the best person 
be a shepherd, a king or a suffering servant? Those are the Biblical titles that are offered. 
 For what you need right now in your life: which tag or title would be most appropriate for 

“the person to come” to “set you free?” 
 For what you see in the world, Church, your town/city, fraternal group or club: which tag or 

title would be most appropriate for “the person to come” to “set the situation free?” 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 
Micah, in the 1st Reading, offers that the one to come will be a shepherd: He shall stand firm… 
by the strength of the LORD. He shall be peace. 
 What could “He shall be peace” mean for you?  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?39
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/10?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/micah/5?1


Based on EP Reconciliation I: Charles McCarthy, franciscan  
https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections    

 Unpack the Word Peace. Peace can be a sense of quiet; a lack of strife, of violence or war; a 
sense of resolution or consensus in achieving a decision; awareness after being confused; 
balance after a period of doubt; calm and quiet; catharsis after a struggle or loss; …. 

 What sense of Peace is Micah offering Israel? (a person “is peace”) 
 What is the sense of peace that Elizabeth is affording Miriam/Mary? 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 
The author of the Letter to the Hebrews echoes a Hebrew Scriptures’ (Old Testament) phrase: 
“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire. Somehow, the “sin” or “peace” offering at the temple 
was being held in doubt. …but a body you prepared for me. The respondent offers, behold, I come 
to do your will, O God. He then posits, By this “will,” we have been consecrated. The author here is 
flipping the sense of sacrifice (e.g., animals or grains offered in the temple) to do your will. 
 When have you experienced “peace/balance” when agreeing to cooperate with another? 
 What is Mary sacrificing by her “Yes!” to Gabriel’s invitation? What is her “peace?” 
 When you have cooperated with the “Gospel,” what did you sacrifice? What has been your 

peace? 
 How do we “become” Peace? 
 

SHARING THE FEAST  
The feast can be a meal or loaf of bread (rice-cakes, chapati, pita, tortilla, oatcakes, sweet bread, etc.)   
Women: Jesus broke bread at the Passover table with his disciples. All: We break bread now at our 
table. Men: Jesus identified himself with that bread. All: We identify ourselves with all who hunger.  
(The bread is passed; each person serves the next person. (PAUSE a moment while people finish eating.) 
Men: Jesus blessed a cup at the Passover table with his disciples. All: We share a cup now at our 
table.  
Women: Jesus identified himself as a blessing cup. All: Let us identify ourselves with all who thirst.  
Offer now a glass/cup (or individual glasses) of (wine, water, cider, grape juice).  The beverage is passed from one to 
another.  Each person serves the next person. (PAUSE a moment while people finish drinking. Then pray together:) 
All: As the Eucharist, for which we long, is the Sacramental Sign of Christ in forms of Bread and Wine, 
may our witness as the Body of Christ be a sign in the world of Hope and Trust. May we bring peace 
and live justly for all people and among all people.  As Christ handed himself over to death and was 
nailed for our sake to the wood of the Cross, may we not count the cost of our discipleship. 
 

INTERCESSIONS: 
All: Jesus, as our Passover, is our surest peace. Youngest: He is our Mentor, Women: and our Healer! 
Eldest: We long to share in Community Prayer All: and to participate of the Body and Blood of Christ 
at our parish Eucharistic Liturgy. Fill our emptiness and longing. 
All: Keep us always in communion of mind and heart, Eldest: with pope Francis, Men: with N. our 
Bishop, Women: with N. our pastor, [All: with N. &N., our deacon(s)], Youngest: with our catechists 
All: and with all who serve our parish. May we be gathered into one Body in Christ, Eldest: who heals 
every division in our family/is, Men: our parish community Women: as well as in our civil society. 
Men: Help us to work together All: for the coming of your Kingdom. 
Women: Help us breathe life and hope All: into life giving social and political systems in society. 
Other petitions/prayers… All: (respond after each using:) Transform us in our life. 
All: Our Father… 

https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections
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