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On November 3, at Holy Family Church, Albuquerque, 
NM, over 300 friars, family, parishioners and friends 
came to pay their respects to Father Gerald Steinmetz, 
OFM, who died peacefully 
on  the evening of October 
17 at San Juan Diego Friary, 
Albuquerque. 

Fr. Gerry, as he was 
universally known, had 
retired there earlier this 
year. Recurring illness had 
led him to retire from active 
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ministry, but he actively participated in the life of the 
friary, received visits from his family and continued 
his service as a member of the Provincial Council of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province. Fr. Gerry happily 
celebrated his 50th anniversary of priestly ordination 
earlier this year, with friars, family and friends in 
attendance.

Born on July 14, 1943, in Yorkville, IN, Gerald 
August Steinmetz was the son of Clemens H. Steinmetz 
and Marie Widolff Steinmetz, with five brothers and 
two sisters. He attended North Dearborn High School, 
Guilford, IN, before entering Duns Scotus College, 
Southfield, MI. 

He made his first profession of vows as a member 
of St. John the Baptist Province on August 16, 1966, 
at St. Anthony National Shrine, Cincinnati, OH. He 
pronounced is solemn vows of August 16, 1969, at Duns 
Scotus College. He was ordained to the priesthood on 
June 12, 1971, at St. Leonard College, Centerville, OH, 
by the Most Reverend Nicholas T. Elko.

Beginning in 1971, Fr. Gerry served at St. Theresa, 
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Grants, NM; Sacred Heart Cathedral, Gallup, NM; 
St. Francis, Gallup. He was vocation director for the 
southwest portion of SJB Province for five years (1973-
78). He joined Our Lady of Guadalupe Province at its 
inauguration in 1986. From 1987-92, he worked as a 
missionary at San Juan Bautista in Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico. He chose to inaugurate his ministry in Mexico 
with a 380-mile pilgrimage on foot.

In the late 1980s, the Order in Rome invited 
provinces to consider a mission in the Vicariate of 
Requena in Peru, when the Peruvian province could no 
longer care for the region. The mission was in a remote 
area, accessible at the time only by boat. The Provinces 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. John the Baptist and St. 
Barbara together investigated the region and agreed to 
undertake the project. Fr. Gerry volunteered for the 
mission, departing in March 1992, and serving there 
for nearly 12 years. His provincial minister during part 
of that time, Father Larry Dunham, gave testimony to 
Fr. Gerry’s zeal for his missionary service in a letter he 
wrote following a visit to Peru:

“Coming to the selva [ jungle] was an eye-
opener in many ways. For the first time, I now 
really have begun to understand and appreciate 
the incredible adjustment an acculturation 
process you had to go through….the lack of 
electricity and so many of the ‘things’ we 
take for granted back here, the tremendous 
distances, the unbelievable amounts of time 
it takes to accomplish tasks because of these 
distances…But most of all I really have come 
to appreciate and see the great beauty of the 
people you have been serving for these 11 
years.”

In May 2003, Fr. Gerry returned to the U.S. to start 
treatment for cancer. He recovered and was able to 
resume ministry for another 18 years, serving as pastor 
with the Pueblo peoples, as well as our St. Francis, 
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Gallup and Holy Family Parishes, Albuquerque. His 
final assignment was as pastor of Laguna-Acoma. 

Fr. Gerry was preceded in death by his parents, as 
well as five of his siblings--Stanley, Elmer, Marvin, Lyle 
and his sister, Anita, who died just a few weeks ago. 
Surviving him are his brother Ron Steinmetz and his 
sister Marlene Werner.

Provincial Minister Father Ron Walters presided 
over the funeral Mass and burial at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery, Albuquerque. Homilist was Franciscan 
Father Father Chris Kerstiens, who had served with Fr. 
Gerry most recently at Laguna-Acoma. 

In the homily, Fr. Chris noted that Fr. Gerry had 
personally chosen the Gospel for the Mass, the post-
resurrection story of Jesus’ appearance at the Sea 
of Galilee, where he offers Peter the opportunity to 
affirm three time his love for his Lord.

Fr. Chris speculated that Jesus’ call to “feed my 
sheep” was a primary way [Gerry] defined himself.  The 
question addressed to Peter not once but three times—I 
feel certain—were questions he felt addressed directly to 
him as well.” 

For Fr Gerry to give “a sincere answer to such a 
question,” Fr. Chris said, “would likely take him where he 
would not want to go. It certainly wouldn’t, for example, 
make him popular. The peculiar intimacy that emerges 
between Peter and Jesus in the exchange between them 
would not be lost on Gerry.

“Gerry, like the New Testament figure of Peter, 
was known for his impetuousness and a little bit of 
recklessness and not a little hard-headedness. Gerry, fully 
aware of his weaknesses and flaws would have responded 
to Jesus’ question in the same impetuous manner Peter 
himself did, meaning every word as Peter did.”

Recalling that, “among us Franciscans, Gerry’s 
brothers—and sometime adversaries—Gerry was 
sometimes referred to as a ‘good friar,’” Fr. Chris 
explained that “this is a vernacular way among us of 

saying that Gerry demonstrated a faithfulness to the 
values of our way of life and a consistent commitment 
to the message of the Gospel—never perfect and never 
complete, but wholehearted and done better than we’re 
able to imagine ourselves doing.”  

Concluding his homily, Fr. Chris singled out for those 
present—including many whom Fr. Gerry had served in 
his love career as a missionary—that he has “a certain, 
kind of unknown gift, for those who were in difficult 
and desperate personal traits in their lives.  His help and 
encouragement meant a lot to people. Many would insist 
that he was truly instrumental in them managing to turn 
their lives around. No small gift and a part of his legacy.”

Images from Fr. Gerry’s funeral: (top left) A choir from Laguna Pueblo sings and 
drums a meditation;  (top right) homilist Father Chris Kersteins; (other photos) 
from the graveside prayers, Fr. Ron Walters presiding.
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I f you had any interaction with St. Michael’s accountant 
Genevieve Yazza over the last 22 years, you heard these 

words: “I need a paper trail.”
Actually, Genevieve has worked more than 22 years at 

St. Michaels.  She doesn’t remember how many years she 
worked before the Mission started everyone on payroll.

Genevieve was eight years old when she met her 
first Franciscan.  Her parents worked at Coyote Canyon 
Boarding School.  Father Caron Vollmer  baptized 
Genevieve at Tohatchi, NM.

From Coyote Canyon, her family moved to Hunters 
Point Boarding School – nine children and two adults 
living in a two-bedroom house!  It is from here Genevieve 
began to attend St. Michael Indian Boarding School, 
beginning in fifth Grade.

While in high school (1960–1964), she and other 
girls worked after school in St. Michael Mission’s Census 
Office copying census cards and organizing the files. This 
was her first work at the Mission.

Genevieve married right after high school.   She 

“I’m old school – I need a paper trail.”
THE GENEVIEVE YAZZA STORY 

by Pio O’Connor, OFM

raised three children – two boys and a girl.   In those 
years, she worked for the BIA and Indian Health Services 
in Ft. Defiance, AZ.   Then moved up to Farmington, 
NM, to work for the Postal Service.   Later, she became 
Postmaster in Waterflow, NM, for about one year.

When Brother Timothy Dinser retired as Postmaster 
of St. Michaels, AZ, Genevieve was asked to take his 
place.   The Post Office at this time was located within 
the Mission on the first floor.  She worked here until 1978, 
when they moved the Post Office into a trailer across the 
highway.   When the present Post Office building was 
completed, she moved in there as Postmaster.

After 25 years with the Federal Government, 
Genevieve decided there was too much stress with the 
Postal Service (e.g., working overtime, weekends, trying 
to stay on top of everything, all manual reports, no 
computers at this time).  In October 1992, she retired at 
the young age of 45.

After staying at home for a year and a half, she got a 
job at KTNN Radio Station.  “It sounded like a fun job,” 

Genvieve Yazza (center) at her retirement ceremony with friars and staff from the Navajo Franciscan missions.
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she said.  I got the job as a receptionist.  That’s where I 
learned Quick Books.  After four or five years this job got 
to be too stressful with twenty-five employees on payroll.

Father Ron Walters hired Genevieve as bookkeeper 
at St. Michael Mission. She said yes: “I did part-time at 
KTNN and part-time at the Mission. Then it got to be too 
much. So I resigned from KTNN and worked part-time at 
St. Michael Mission.”

Over the years with the friars, Genevieve has made 
many lasting friends.   Some have already gone to their 
eternal reward.  She shared some of these moments:

As a parishioner at Ft. Defiance, she knew  Father 
Kirsten Hocker and Leonard Shurley (Brother Maynard 
Shurley’s  uncle).    Brother Jerry Grantner  was in the 
Finance Office when she took it over.

Father Gilbert Schneider  shared e-mails with 
Genevieve that he received from people with different 
sayings, jokes, cartoons and pictures.   “I saved a lot of 
these e-mails,” she said.

Father Lalo (Eduardo Espinoza), would come into 
her office and always say, “What the...!”   “He never 

finished his sentence,” she laughed.
“I would always tell  [Brother] Jose Rodriguez  all 

about my aches and pains,” Genevieve remembers.  “And 
he would say, ‘Just do what you can, and then you can go 
home.’   He spoiled me.  He would bring me snacks and 
remedies for what ails you.  He was very thoughtful and 
kind.  I could talk to him.”

As a computer whiz,  Father Don Billiard  wanted 
Genevieve to do everything on the computer.   She told 
him, “I have to have a paper trail.   I’m old school.   I’m 
sorry I can’t do it your way.”

When Father PJ (Florecito Pabatao) first came to St. 
Michael Mission, Genevieve would take him around to 
the different missions.  “PJ liked to stop by my office and 
we would chat.  When [Father] Gilbert came around and 
saw us talking, he would chase him out of my office,” she 
said with a big smile.

“Father  Ron Walters  was the best administrator I 
ever had.  I give him five stars.  He was very patient and 
informative.  He showed me how to do everything.  I really 
enjoyed him.  I give him a lot of credit because he let me 

stay as long as I did.  That says a lot.  I’m 
not surprised that he is Provincial today.  
He was the best I worked under here at 
the Mission.”

When Genevieve decided to retire, 
Fr.  Ron Walters  was the first person 
she called. “I know there is a chain of 
command, but I went straight to the top.  
I told him this will be my last year.” 

Genevieve ended our conversation 
by saying, “I really owe a lot to the 
Franciscans and the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  The sisters taught us 
manners and etiquette, how to take care 
of yourself, to be neat and orderly.  And 
a big heartfelt THANK YOU to all the 
Friars for allowing me to stay that long.”

Thank you, Genevieve Yazza, for 
being a good friend and co-worker with 
the Franciscans at St. Michaels, AZ.  May 
the Lord reward you with His Peace!

The friars and friends of Genevieve gathered for a meal 
in her honor at St. Michaels Mission.
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F R I A R  N E W S

Area Franciscans 
celebrate the Feast of 
Saint Francis

The friars always make the Feast of 
Saint Francis into a celebration that lasts 
more than one day! This year, they joined 
members of the Secular Franciscan Order 
and parishioners at Holy Family Parish 
on the evening of October 3, to make the 
“Transitus,” the annual observance of the 
death of the saint. Pastor Father Patrick 
Schaefer and parochial vicar Father Andres 
Gallegos jointly presided over the service 
recalling the story of Francis’ death. Each 
of the pastors offered reflections in English 
and Spanish, respectively. The ceremony 
concluded with the friars singing the 
traditional hymn, Ultima, a prayer to the 
Blessed Mother asking for a happy death.

The following afternoon, friars from 
around the region gathered for Eucharist 
in The Studio at provincial headquarters. 
Provincial Minister Father Ron Walters 
presided and preached. Ms. Veronica 
Chavez-Soto provided the musical 
accompaniment. A meal on the friary 
patio, provided by Casa Guadalupe Friary 
followed the Mass. 
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F R I A R  N E W S

All Souls Day marked by prayers for the dead
November 2 is the day Catholics traditionally observe All Souls Day. 
In the Southwest, this observance is known as Día de los Muertos, 
the Day of the Dead. Graves are decorated and churches often create 
special displays to remember family members and parishioners who 
have died. Holy Family Parish and the chapel of Casa Guadalupe Friary 
had beautiful remembrances, among others Franciscan parishes. 

On the morning of November 2, the friars of Casa Guadalupe 
Friary went to Mount Calvary Cemetery in Albuquerque to pray 
Morning Prayer from Office of the Dead in the Church’s Liturgy of 
the Hours around the graves of 24 deceased Franciscans buried in the 
friars’ plot there. The graves had been cleaned in the two weeks prior 
to the day by friars Bernard Keele and Greg Friedman. The next day, 
November 3, the province completed the funeral service of Father 
Gerry Steinmetz, with his burial at Mount Calvary.

Photos: (at top) Gravestones from th friars’ plot in Mount 
Calvary Cemetery, Albuquerque; (bottom, left) the shrine 
commemorating the deceased parishioners, friends 
and family at Holy Family Parish, Albuquerque; (bottom, 
center) All Souls’ Day Mass at Casa Guadalupe Friary, 
Alburquerque; (bottom, right) the friars pray the Office of 
the Dead at the cemetery.
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F R I A R  N E W S

Mother Mary Angela, PCC, and her sisters at the 
Monastery of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Roswell, New 
Mexico, welcomed a group of friars to mark the annual 
Eucharistic Day on Thursday, November 4. 

Mass was celebrated by Provincial Minister Father 
Ron Walters at 9:00 am, followed directly by the 
Eucharistic Procession, which was held outdoors on the 
monastery grounds. Following the procession, the friars 
joined the sisters in their parlor for little refreshments.

Readers of The Padres’ Trail who wish to learn more 
about the Poor Clares in Roswell at their website: https://
poorclares-roswell.org/

Friars gather at Poor Clare 
Monastery, Roswell, for annual 
Eucharistic Day
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from the 
A R C H I V E S

October was a busy month in the early days for friars 
of St. John the Baptist Province in the Southwest. “It 
Happened in October”, from the October 1953 issue 
of The Padres’ Trail outlines some events. It reads as 
follows:

•	 “On October 12, 1897, Monsignor Joseph 
Stephan, Director of the Bureau of Catholic 
Indian Missions, Washington, D.C., called 
on our Father Provincial, Fr. Raphael Hesse, 
O.F.M., in Cincinnati and requested him to send 
missionaries to the Navajo Reservation.

•	 On the following day, in a special meeting, Fr. 
Raphael and the Provincial Board accepted the 
Navajo mission project and decided to send a 
priest there. Almost a year later, on October 
3, Friars Juvenal, Anselm and Brother Placidus 
(photo below at left) left Cincinnati for the 
“wilderness.” After visiting with confreres 
along the way, they arrived in Gallup early in 
the morning of October 7. They said Mass for 
the first time in their new home on October 11.

•	 On October 27, 1898, 
a 24-foot cross of 
rough pine timbers 
was erected in front 
of the mission, which 
was dedicated to the 
Archangel, St. Michael.

•	 On October 12, 1900, 
Fr. Berard Haile and Fr. 
Leopold Ostermann 
arrived at St. Michaels. 
Two days later Fr. 
Juvenal, who had 
been transferred by 
the summer chapter, 

Important October 
Anniversaries

departed for Cincinnati. Fr. Anselm returned 
from California on October 15 and began his 
term of superiorship of the Navajo mission, a 
position he held until his death in 1921.

•	 On October 19, 1902, Rev. Mother Katharine 
Drexel came from Philadelphia to St. Michaels 
with three sisters; other sisters followed later 
on to be on hand for the opening of the new 
school on December 3 of that year.

•	 On October 28, 1936, the beautiful church at 
St. Michaels was solemnly dedicated by His 
Excellency, Bishop Daniel J. Gercke of Tucson. 
One of the most beautiful and artistic churches 
in the Southwest, it is the gift of Judge and Mrs. 
Philip A. Brennan of Brooklyn, New York. 

•	 Friar Bernard T. Espelage, O.F.M., was 
consecrated bishop in St. Monica Cathedral, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, on October 9, 1940. On the 
30th of October he was installed as the first 
Bishop of the newly erected Diocese of Gallup.”
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November 2021

Dear Friend of the Missions,

How often have you heard someone say, “We’ll pray for 
you” or “You are in my thoughts”?  I think that we are 
saying it more often these days because of COVID-19. 
The Catholic Church uses the entire month of November 
to refresh our memories. It encourages us to remember 
our deceased relatives and friends during the entire 
month. The month of November begins with two ancient 
Church celebrations. One of them is “All Saints Day,” 
on November 1. It commemorates and celebrates all the 
saints and martyrs who have no official feast day on the 
calendar, and who may only be known as saints to God 
and the angels. 

The very next day, November 2, is dedicated to the 
remembrance of our deceased relatives and friends. This 
day is known as “All Souls Day.” We, the living, pray on 
behalf of Christians who are in Purgatory where souls are 
purified before proceeding to heaven. Through prayer and 
good works, we are able to help our deceased loved ones 
gain heaven. We are encouraged to offer special prayers 
for their intentions and quite often we have a novena of 
Masses offered for them. We might even light a votive 
candle in church for their intentions.

I invite you to join in our annual All Souls 
Remembrance during the entire month of November. 
You can pray with the friar residents of our Provincial 
Headquarters, Casa Guadalupe Friary. They are 
remembering your deceased family members and loved 
ones as well those infected with COVID-19 in their 
Community Masses and prayers throughout the month 
of November.

You may ask the friars to remember your loved ones 
through enrollment in the Franciscan Missionary Union. 
The friars pray for those enrolled throughout the year. 
Special Masses are offered during the year and your loved 
ones are remembered daily in the prayers and good works 
of the friars

You can enroll your deceased or living loved ones for a 
Perpetual Enrollment donation of $75.00; a Deluxe Annual 
donation for $25.00; or a Standard Annual Enrollment 
donation for $15.00. The Enrollment Certificate and an 
artistic image of Our Lady of Guadalupe are mounted in a 
padded 8½ by 11-inch hunter green or maroon folder. The 
folder cover is embossed with gold leaf.

The Perpetual and Deluxe Enrollments will be sent to 
you or forwarded to whomever you request via Priority Mail 
and the Standard Enrollment will be sent via First Class mail. 
What a very special gift these enrollments would be to 
honor the memory of your loved ones. Know that your 
donation will be used for the many ministries and good 
works of our friars.

Your faithful support of our missionary efforts 
in the Southwest is deeply appreciated and needed. 
You can now make an electronic donation by using our 
Province web page on the Internet, www.olgofm.org or 
www.swfranciscans/support us. You can also send your 
request/donation to the P.O. Box listed below. Your prayer 
intentions will be forwarded to all of our friars in the 

missions via the Internet.

Peace and All Good!

Br. Bruce, OFM
Brother Bruce Michalek, O.F.M.,
Provincial Director of Development,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province

An Appeal  
FROM BROTHER BRUCE

SOUTHWEST FRANCISCAN MISSIONS
P.O. BOX 12395

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87195-0395
PHONE: (505) 877-8006


