
Our Household Church: Spirit Fulfillment 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time: 23 January 2022 

CALL TO THE FEAST 
All: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! 
Eldest: Creator, we gather to remember Your Love and accompaniment in our lives. All: We share the story! 
Women: You fill Creation with life and purpose. All: Help us live our lives with purpose! 
Men: Each morning You wake the Sun whose Light wakens us All: Help us be light in darkness! 
Women: Your desire fashioned Creation in wisdom and in love. All: Help us with Wisdom to Love Creation! 
Eldest: You formed us in Your own image. To see each other is to see You. All: Help us mirror You!  
Women: You entrust Creation to our care. All: As wise stewards may we entrust Creation to our children! 
Youngest: To know and love You as Creator, we practice care for creatures. All: Help us serve Creation! 
Eldest: Our mistakes can cause hurt and division. Youngest: Your love is seen in mercy: You ever present.  
Eldest: Life is Your gift and is at times fragile. Youngest: You teach us in Jesus about how to heal the broken. 
Eldest: Death is a sister that opens us to change. Youngest: You change our hurts to hope, our death to life. 
Eldest: As Creator Your mercy is given as aid for all. Youngest: So that those who seek might find You.  
Eldest: As with the covenants and the prophets You taught us to seek salvation. All: Help us hear your Word. 
All: We live in the House of the Trinity: our hearts and our families. You so loved the world, Creator, Source of 
Life, Father and Mother sharing with us your Son our Savior. Women: You gave Jesus human form by the Holy 
Spirit’s inspiration and the “Yes” of the Virgin Mary, Men: Jesus shared our human nature and witnessed to us 
how to live beyond sin’s bondage. Eldest: Jesus proclaimed salvation to the poor, acceptance to the rejected, 
inclusion to foreigners. Youngest: Jesus proclaimed freedom to prisoners, compassion to the abandoned, 
health to the ill. Eldest and Youngest: Jesus changed water to wine, strangers to friends, sorrow to joy. 
Youngest: How do we do the same? Women: In Creation life wells up from within: God as Father/Mother 
opens our eyes to our lives. Men: Jesus, by dying for us and restoring life, conquered death, to show us how to 
die to ourselves. Dying to ourselves means we no longer live for ourselves alone. Women: We are to live for 
the one who died and rose for us and for each other. Live for another. All: But not alone. Never alone.  
Eldest: To remember is God’s breath, the Holy Spirit, breathing awareness, wholeness and balance into us.   
All: May we who believe continue Jesus’ call to live the Gospel way in the world.  
May we be open to Your Spirit’s action of bringing fullness to Creation. 
 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
Today’s Gospel is Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21. For the complete Readings click here. Each of the Readings 
can be read or simply the Gospel. WHILE SOMEONE READS THE SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE 
IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR 
IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR EXPERIENCE? After the reading, share your impressions of the reading. 
In the 1950s S&H Green Stamps had Redemption Centers. Today there are corporates which 
have Fulfillment Centers. The corporate world taps into and coopts religious language as they 
see fit. They recognize our common needs. Corporates recognize the hungers of people and 
attempt to fill the voids with the “things” which “will fulfill” our wants and desires. Does Faith? 
 When shopping for something specific how often do you come home with other things, too? 
 Where do(did) the idea(s) come from that influence(d) your impulse buying? 
 When has impulse buying (or other impulses) gotten you in difficulty financially? 
 How might the promises of a life in Faith be able to touch in and fulfill the desires we share? 
St. Luke explains to a Greek the manner in which Jesus’ incarnation fulfills the longings, desires 
and needs of the Jewish People. Jesus fulfills the expectant hope of a people from the 
Covenants of the Hebrew Scriptures/the Old Testament. Luke lays it out in concrete fashion. 
[Jesus] stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
passage where it was written: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to bring glad 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012322.cfm


Based on EP IV: Charles McCarthy, franciscan  
https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections    

tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recover sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 
 To whose “needs” and “desires” is Jesus’ action directed? …his own? …or whose? 
 What Jesus story (narrative) can you recall where Jesus brought glad tidings to the poor? 
 What Jesus story (narrative) can you recall where Jesus proclaimed liberty to captives? 
 When did Jesus recover sight to the blind? When did Jesus let the oppressed go free? 
 In which direction was the “need fulfillment” being directed?  
 How did Jesus get his needs and desires fulfilled? 
How’s your walk with Jesus? We have been anointed with the same Spirit as Jesus... 
 To whose “needs” and “desires” are your actions directed? …your own? …your family? …? 
 In the narrative of your story, when have you brought glad tidings to the poor? 
 In the narrative of your story, when have you helped someone out of an un-freedom? 
 When have you helped someone blinded, to what-so-ever, recover their vision? 
 When have you walked with someone oppressed by addiction, domestic violence, self-hate…? 
 In which direction was the “need fulfillment” being directed?  
 How, do you think, did Jesus get his needs and desires fulfilled? 
 

SHARING THE FEAST: The feast can be a loaf of bread (rice-cakes, chapati, naan, pita, tortilla, baguette, etc. or 
a meal) and a glass/cup (or individual glasses) of (wine, water, cider, grape juice). Creator God, Source of All Life, 
we gather in the household where you planted us (present to each other as well as at a distance), and 
we give you thanks for this space and place, these hearts and the mercy we know of belonging. We 
remember and celebrate the Life, Teaching, Death and Resurrection of Jesus, your Son. As we break 
the Bread of your Word and the Bread of Our Table, may what we receive help us nurture others as 
Jesus nurtured his followers and people of his time. The bread and the wine are passed to one another. We 
remember how Your Spirit moved over the waters at the beginning of time and brought life to the 
World from the seas. We remember the importance of water in the desert, in death and resurrection 
and in our being baptized. We recognize that, as we drink (water, wine, other), we seek Your Spirit to 
quench our spiritual thirst. The /beverage/wine is passed to one another.  Each person serving the individual next to 
him or her. May we open ourselves to your presence in one another.   
 

PRAYER OF THANKS AND PRIASE 
Women: We thank you for the leaders of the Church: Francis our Pope, N. our Bishop, N. the pastor as well as 
deacon N. (and N.) of our parish community. We thank you for the members of parish Councils, catechists, 
Liturgical leaders, outreach ministers and all who serve our community. All: May they know or gratitude. 
Men: We thank you for each of us gathered here hoping to come to know you better in one another.  
All: May our lives grow in deeper appreciation of your presence in us. 
Women: We pray for all who are alone and live in a darkened world. All: Help us be light for them. 
Men: We pray for members of our societies who feel disenfranchised and disrespected.  
All: Help us be catalysts of change and channels of hope. 
Women: Comfort those impacted by COVID-10 and its complications.  
All: May those who work with them help to draw them to life. 
Add your own petitions: 
Our Father who art in heaven… 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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