
Breaking Open the Word:  
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time C: 09 October 2022 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
To understand today’s text from 2 Kings 5:14-17 it is better to start with verse 1. Then 2nd Reading 
is 2 Timothy 2:8-13. Today’s Gospel is a selection from Luke 17:11-19. WHILE SOMEONE READS THE 
SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY 
OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. Then jump to this:  
 What experiences have you had that have made no sense in “natural law?” 
 What sense or understanding have you given to them? 
What was it like when 
To understand the actions of Naaman, the servant girl, the servants, the King of Israel and the 
prophet Elisha, please read the verses 1-19. (The rest of the chapter is interesting, too). 
 What role do miracles have in your approach to faith? …essential? …a sideline? …nothing? 
 Are miracles the “stuff” of faith, “proofs” of faith or “breakthroughs” to challenge and affirm? 

- “Miracle” in New Advent Encyclopedia https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10338a.htm  
- “A Crash Course in Miracles,” https://cruxnow.com/church/2016/05/a-crash-course-in-catholic-miracles  
 What was something you waited a long time for that finally worked out?  
 What was it like when it finally came (about)? Did the expectation match the longing? 
 What brought about the desired resolution? 

<-><-><-><-> <-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-> 
Paul continues to call his “son” Timothy to move boldly in response to the Word within his life. 
Again, Paul uses his own experience of serving the Word, this time to his being imprisoned for the 
Word. Such is my gospel, for which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But 
the word of God is not chained. Quite a contrast from a vision of miracles and divine favor. 
 Who have you known, either personally or in contemporary time have stood up to challenge 
social or ecclesial structures from the perspective of commitment to the Word? 
  How have they been received/rejected by family, society or “leadership?” 
 How have you been moved by a scripture, a news headline, an unjust action in the workplace, 
family or school or a given Gospel text to step out and say “enough?” 
 What happened if you did so? 

<-><-><-><-> <-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-> 
Here’s a Musical interlude paraphrasing Paul. It is a movement, “The Word of the Lord” by Leonard 
Bernstein from his work “Mass” composed for the dedication of the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, DC.  

<-><-><-><-> <-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-> 
Luke tells of a time that Jesus accompanied ten people with leprosy. Lepers were outcasts and 
considered condemned to suffer because of some sin. But Jesus’ acceptance of them flies in the 
face of the social morés and class structure of that time. His acceptance apparently heals their 
brokenness, and therefore their dis-ease. They come before him in humility asking for mercy: 
Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!* Jesus tells them to do what the Law teaches (remember the 
conversation between Abraham and the rich man?): “Go show yourselves to the priests." As they 
were going, they were cleansed. One of them (a Samaritan, two strikes against him) realizing he 
had been healed, returned…fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. Jesus, in his humility, offers 
mercy a second time: Stand up and go; your faith has saved you. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2kings/5?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2kings/5?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2timothy/2?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/17?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2kings/5?14
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10338a.htm
https://cruxnow.com/church/2016/05/a-crash-course-in-catholic-miracles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zn4XW4UqfTA


General Intercessions are adapted from: https://www.preacherexchange.com/gi.htm 
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

 How are we called to live the “humility” and “mercy” of Jesus? 
 Who bear the burden of being societal lepers in our time? How can my faith respond to their 
need? 
 How does your Faith Life impact and give identity to your human relationships with people 
considered socially outcast? 

* “Jesus, Master! Have Pity on us!” is one of the scriptural phrases which developed into what is known as “The Jesus 
Prayer.” Developed and most widely used in the Eastern Churches, it is a mantra prayer, also used in Western 
Christianity. Below are two links to articles explaining the practice at greater length. 
- The Jesus Prayer: https://orthodoxwiki.org/Jesus_Prayer 
- Jesus Prayer: https://www.orthodoxprayer.org/Jesus%20Prayer.html  
 
Prayers for the World in which We Live: 
 

For people who come to the Community seeking healing and holiness: Creator, may we your 
people, both shepherds and faithful, give freely to others what God has given freely to us. 
We Pray: Have Mercy on Us!  
  

For our world in which so many suffer: Creator, may the resources of health and healing be 
shared justly. We Pray: Have Mercy on Us! 
  

For hearts, bent on violence, to be transformed. Creator, help us satisfy the hunger and 
thirst for peace of so many peoples beset by war and violence, especially the people of 
Ukraine, Yemen, Palestine and in our cities. We Pray: Have Mercy On Us! 
  
For all whose lives have been upended by nature’s fury, May governments and citizens of 
every land so affected hasten to restore their hurting populations, We Pray: Have Mercy On 
Us! 
  
For healthcare workers and therapists, nurses and physicians, and for those who give 
themselves voluntarily to the care of the sick. Creator, may they see their efforts as an 
extension of your compassionate love and healing. We Pray: Have Mercy On Us! 
  
For ourselves: Creator inspire us to grow in the art and practice of living with grateful hearts 
no matter life’s challenges.  
We Pray: Have Mercy On Us! 
  
For Easter’s promise to wrap the hearts of those among us in mourning; and, 
for                        , (and) all our beloved dead: may they come to faith’s reward.  We Pray: 
Have Mercy On Us! 
 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Jesus_Prayer
https://www.orthodoxprayer.org/Jesus%20Prayer.html
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