
Breaking Open the Word:  
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time C: 16 October 2022 

 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
To understand today’s text from 2 Kings 5:14-17 it is better to start with verse 1. Then 2nd Reading 
is 2 Timothy 2:8-13. Today’s Gospel is a selection from Luke 17:11-19. WHILE SOMEONE READS THE 
SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY 
OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. Then jump to this:  
 What “life lesson” from childhood did you fly in the face of as a teen/young adult, only to return 
to later? What brought you “to your senses?” 

The last several weeks the readings have been pretty challenging about our value structures and 
attitudes of engagement. This week’s Readings call us, in our “Yes,” to be aware of what can take 
place when we open ourselves to the Living God and Life-giving Word. They are One! 
 Would you describe your “use” of the Scriptures as “a guidebook,” “a parameter setter,” a set of 
“templates,” the authors as “mentors,” favorite “aunts” and “uncles,” or some other way? 
  Using the 1st Reading as a metaphor, when have you relied on the community (assembled 
elsewhere) to be in constant and committed prayer as you were dealing with a struggle of your 
own? How did that work out for you? 

From infancy you have known the sacred Scriptures…so that [you] may be competent, equipped for 
every good work.  
 Which Scripture verse comes to mind as a guiding principle for you? 
 Which Gospel parable, “telling” from the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) or admonition from 
the Letters of St. Paul has been a moment of conversion for you? 
 When accompanying another person in dealing with an issue or encouraging a moment of 
conversion, do you allow yourself to compare the situation with recollection from the Word?  
 If so, do you offer chapter and verse parallel out loud, or sit and marvel at the similarities? 
Who hasn’t been in the place of the judge described in Luke? “Let’s get ‘this’ done so we can 
get out of here! S/he is going to drive me crazy if we don’t!” 
 When have you been able to advocate for someone and stuck to it to “get it done?” 
 How did your advocacy identify with Moses from the 1st Reading or Luke’s “judge?” 
 Which historical or contemporary figures, possibly people you know, who engage in advocacy 
and promotion of just transformation because of being grounded in Biblical prophetic witness? 
 What would it take for you to come to that level of engagement in your family, neighborhood, 
parish community or at another level? 

<-><-><-><-> <-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-> 
 

Prayers for the World in which We Live: 
 

 
 

1. For Members of the Church and Kiva: May we and our shepherds come to 
an ever-deeper faith, lived in love and prayer that never loses heart,  
we pray. . . 

2. For the silencing of the weapons of war, especially in the devastated land of 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2kings/5?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2kings/5?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2timothy/2?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/17?11
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Ukraine, Yemen, Palestine and our cities. we pray. . . 
For the electoral process in our country: May we honor you and your 
Creation by reverencing the people being elected as just and truthful 
officers. 
 

3. giving priority to the common good and the needs of widows and orphans, 
the poor and the hungry, the oppressed and the powerless.    
 We pray, Shepherd us, oh Christ! 

4. For judges, lawyers and all people responsible for justice, defending human 
rights and human dignity, that they all moral structures prevail:  

We pray, Shepherd us, oh Christ! 
 

5. For people who have been upended by nature’s fury: may governments and 
citizens of this land and every land so affected hasten to restore their 
hurting populations. We pray: Shepherd us, oh Christ! 

 

6. For the safety of First Responders, and of service men and women in 
harm’s way: May their training and mutual respect keep them safe:  
We Pray: Shepherd us, oh Christ! 
 

 

7. For people confronting chronic illness in our community and family 
members: May their caretakers be gifted with the comfort of love and the 
healing touch of our God. We pray. . . 

 

8. For Easter’s promise to wrap the hearts of those among us in mourning; 
and, for ___________, (and) all our beloved dead: may they come to faith’s 
reward. We pray. . . 
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