
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time: 13 November 2022 
READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: If not now, when? 

 
Today’s 1st Reading: Malachi 3:19-20a. 2nd Reading: 2 Thesalonians 3:7-12. Today’s Gospel is a 
selection from Luke 21:5-19 . WHILE SOMEONE READS THE SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE 
BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR 
OWN LIFE OR EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. Then jump to this:  
 What are your expectations of the end time? …the Last Days? …fear or expectant hope? 
 Draw a timeline of your life. The timeline can be approached in different ways. For this exercise, 
draw a line on a piece of paper.  
o Above the line notate some of the challenging moments of your life.  
o Below the line, indicate who was involved in the situation. 
o Now go back for one more pass.  
 Indicate with a + the challenges that gave you strength and turned out for good 
 Indicate with a – the challenges that depleted you to the point of self-doubt or even depression 
 Circle the events from which you learned a valuable life-lesson that helped you mature. 

The Malachi text and the text from Luke underscore the transitoriness of life’s actions. Malachi 
points out all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble. Luke paints for us an image of the 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. All that you see here …there will not be left a stone upon 
another stone that will not be thrown down. 
 What building or place for you would be personal crushing blow if it were destroyed?  
 What does it signify to you? 
 How does the value of your life of faith and commitment compare to that place?  
 When push comes to shove, which sets of values – faith commitment or protecting a valued place 
– are higher on your list? 

In the Lucan text, the answer to “When will this happen” has the makings of great horror movies. 
But Luke calls us beyond the question and to witness by our fidelity to the Gospel. Paul calls us to 
work for the Gospel without counting the cost. 
 When have you thought to throw in the towel of “Living Faith” because of charlatans around 
you, or negativity laid against you precisely because you are providing a witnessed life? 
 Did you give in? …give up? …roll over? or …found the inner strength to weather the storm? 
 How does Justice become manifest in the time of negativity and pushback? 
Try the timeline again. A new line.  
 Above the line: Mark the moments when you have weathered storms of doubt and pushback. 
 Below the line: Who or what was your consolation fostering your steadfastness. 
 How do the two timelines compare? 

<-><-><-><-> <-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-> 
PETITIONS FOR OUR WORLD 
For the Church: May we offer hope and vision to people around us in times of confusion.  
May we offer support to those who are searching for God. 
 

For leaders of the Christian community: May their ministry and preaching animate their 
communities of faith to continue deeds of loving service and witness to the Gospel. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Malachi/3?19
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2thessalonians/3?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/21?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/21?5


For people who are experiencing an “end of their world:” May people confronting chronic or 
terminal illness, people who have lost employment, people in broken relationships or are grieving 
the death of a loved one may know God’s comforting presence through the accompaniment of 
members of the Community of Faith. 
 

For children who are rejected, abused, or neglected: May we respond with God's tender 
compassion affording them the healing experience through acceptance, love and nurture. 
 

For people suffering persecution, are deprived of their rights, or used as pawns by the powers of 
this world: May the Sun of Justice rise for them in the community of Faith, heal their wounds 
and raise the lowly to high places. 
 

For all who have borne witness with their lives by standing for justice and truth, particularly the 
Franciscan and Jesuit martyrs of the Americas, the Maryknoll Churchwomen, and the unnamed 
women and men of Central and South America: that the fulfillment of their hopes in Christ's 
eternal reign impact the transformation of the societies they served. 
 

For peace: May we through God’s inspiration bring an end to the violence in Ukraine, sustain the 
ceasefire in Ethiopia, foster human dignity in Palestine and Yemen as well as protect the human 
family from weapons of mass destruction. 
 

For all veterans: May veterans know God’s presence in their hearts, be healed of physical and 
mental injuries and be blessed with health and well-being through our compassionate acceptance. 
 

For elected officials: Creator, give them wisdom to address the pressing issues with a spirit of 
collaboration to achieve the best for our country, state, tribal and local governance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Intercessions are adapted from: https://liturgy.slu.edu/33OrdC111322/ideas_other.html 
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 
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