
34th Sunday & Feast of Christ the King: 20 November 2022 
READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY:  Fit to Be Heirs of Light! 

Today’s 1st Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-3. 2nd Reading: Colossians 1:12-20. Today’s Gospel is a selection 
from Luke 23:35-43. WHILE SOMEONE READS THE SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING 
PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN 
LIFE OR EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. Then jump to this:  
After the last two Sundays serving up End Time “Don’t Be Afraid” texts while delivering the sense 
maybe the window of doubt can carry us to b very afraid!! After all: “Duh Judge is comin’!” 
Here is the antidote to that suspicion of fear: Give thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to 
share in the inheritance of the holy ones in light! Thank you, Paul of Tarsus! 
 When have you been able to accompany someone who has really been in the dumps having 
been bullied, denigrated or has been beating themselves up (stinkin’ thinkin’) and helped them 
come around to self-acceptance? What “tool-box” did you access? 
 Name a time in your own life when nothing made sense, life was impossible, your fragility and 
self-doubt were in control. …. Who took the time and the word to walk with you? 

There is a style of Christianity, even within the Catholic Tradition, that focuses more on “the wages 
of sin” and less on the forgiveness which we are to be for one another. Such an attitude can bring 
us to be pretty negative about ourselves and the world in which we live. Today’s Readings call us 
out of that darkness in order to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of his cross 
(2nd Reading). 
 With a teaching of reconciliation in Christ, where did we pick up the sense of futility by being 
somehow unacceptable? 
 When you have had the responsibility for discipline, how have you made it apparent that 
restitution and “redemption” were possible? … Were you “walked on” for being weak, or 
respected for being lenient? 

Luke is drawing for us the consequential witness of Jesus’ own teaching. "He saved others, let him 
save himself if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God." Even the soldiers jeered at him. So much for 
the compassionate teacher approach – right? Salt in the wound – if you will. But then, snap!, just 
like that he hears in his suffering and own brokenness and apparent loss, “…this man has done 
nothing criminal." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
It’s a Taizé mantra! Oh! That’s right! It’s from the Gospel of Luke – for our encouragement. The one 
uttering the phrase is condemned and crucified with Christ, yet coming to personal reform of life 
and hope to stand against death’s pain of loss. 
 When have you been unexpectedly affirmed by someone witnessing to your value for them when 
the darkness in your own life was overwhelming? …. What difference did it offer? 
 Who are you aware of who have been falsely accused and eliminated because their voice, 
challenge or witness were undermining injustice, criminal activity or fraud by the powers at be? 
 How do we foster the Way of Peace, Reconciliation and Hope? 
 What value does such witness have? 

 
 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2Samuel/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Colossians/1?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/23?35
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/23?35
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5W-vYp2U4J8


General Intercessions are adapted from: https://liturgy.slu.edu/ChristKingC112022/ideas_other.html  
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5W-vYp2U4J8  
 

<-><-><-><-> <-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-> 
PETITIONS FOR OUR WORLD 

For the Church: Creator, inspire us to collaborate in the ministry of Jesus in offering forgiveness and 
accepting suffering in being disciples each day. 

For the grace of forgiveness: Spirit of Compassion, move us to forgive people who have injured us and 
show concern and compassion for them. 

For greater integrity: Creator, guide us to speak and live the virtues that are planted deep within our 
hearts so that we may be authentic witnesses to the Gospel.  

For a Tribal Leadership: Through the Cross of Christ, may our understandings of power, success, and 
glory be changed. May we place ourselves more fully in the service of the Gospel.  

For Christian unity: Christ, shepherd us into one family where we can work together to bring forth your 
reign and defeat the powers of darkness in society.  

For Pope Francis and all leaders of the Christian community: Inspire them to be both effective leaders 
and wise shepherds of your people. 

For the leaders of our nation: May they recognize the source of their authority and be guided by God’s 
wisdom in promoting justice and advancing the well-being of all members of society.  

For healing of our nation: Reconciling Spirit heal the divisions within our nation, state and local 
governments, guide us toward a greater respect for one another, and a renewed commitment to valuing 
the Common Good. 

For a renewed reverence for Creation: May we respect and care for all that you have created so that all 
people may be blessed by your handiwork. 

Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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