
Breaking Open the Word: Let Us Walk in the Light of the Lord 
November 27, 2022: 1st Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

 

WE READ, LISTEN and BREAK OPEN THE WORD: 
Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16,  1 Thessalonians 3:12 - 4:2 and the Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36. 
While someone reads the Scripture(s), listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. 
DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? Share your impressions. 
 What is your worst “Putting It Off to Tomorrow” story? Is there humor now? 
 What is your funniest “Putting It Off to Tomorrow” story? Was anyone hurt? 
Life is such that we can just muddle through unaware of what is happening around us. E.g.: I walked 
into the office today as the Office Manager walked in. She unlocked the front door to the 
anteroom, and I noticed new Venetian Blinds! (Much talk about getting them changed! No action!) 
“Oh!” said I. “New blinds!” Response: <giggle> “Several months, father!” Oops! What can I say? 
Thus begins one of Advent’s mantras: stay awake! Stay Awake! For you do not know on which day 
your Lord will come. – the Waiting Time! Obviously, to have Advent make sense, we need to know 
what we are focusing on in preparation. Fill in the three blanks below! 
 When have you been taken off guard? You were working hard to accomplish or achieve 

something, and VOILA! the task was done! …someone voluntarily paid a bill! …a medical checkup 
went better than expected! …<your story>? 
 When have you been the surpriser? …took care of something for someone else without fanfare 
The 1st and 2nd Readings carry the message of our activating the Light of God’s Word: Isaiah teaches: 
Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! Paul challenges the Romans, and us, to put on the armor 
of light. Matthew calls us beyond our tunnel vision to seek to be prepared. The references here are 
often directed to End-of-Life fears/expectations: Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on 
which day your Lord will come. But, in the teaching of Advent the focus is on the being impregnated 
by the Word, the birthing moment of an unexpected personal action in response to being called. 
 When have you surprised into action at being called out by someone in need? 
 What was your confidence level? How did your humility get you to step out and act? 
 How did the situation play out?  
Advent stands before us again. Darkness to Light! Doubt to Hope! Fear to Confidence! 
 What do you see on your plate right now? What room have you left for a surprise? 
 If Advent is to be a preparation for your unexpected response and action: What needs to happen?  
 
Prayers for the World in Which We Live: 
For the Church, that the season of Advent will bring about in her members renewed hope as we seek 
to live more fully for God. 
  

For our world, that all people will seek equal justice for everyone and an end to discrimination of any 
kind. 
 

For all who gather to celebrate the Eucharist today that, sharing the bread from heaven, we may have 
the fullness of life. 
 

For all who are sick or housebound, that they will experience the healing touch of Jesus. 
 

For all those who have died, that they may know the joy of eternal life in heaven. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jeremiah/33?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/21?25
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