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T his past October 11, the appearance of the full 
“harvest moon” recalled a moonlit night 60 years 

ago, October 11, 1962, over St. Peter’s Square in Rome, 
where hours earlier over 2,000 Council Fathers processed 
into the basilica for the opening of the Second Vatican 
Council.

That evening, from his window over the square, 
Pope John XXIII saw a great crowds, lit by torchlight, 
drawn there by the events of the day. He spontaneously 
addressed them in what became his most famous talk, 
dubbed the Discorso Della Luna, the “Moonlight Speech.” 



2

“Good Pope John” began with these words: “I hear 
your voices. Mine is only a single voice. But it sums up 
the voice of the whole world. And here tonight, in fact, 
all the world is represented. One might even say that the 
moon hastens close tonight—look at her high up there – 
to behold this spectacle.”

Father Jerry Plotkowski 
(photo at left) was in Rome that 
evening, a seminarian for the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe at the 
North American College (NAC). 
While not present that night 
at St. Peter’s, he recalled the 
moment in a recent conversation 
with The Padres’ Trail: 

In the talk, Father Jerry  said, “the Pope told the 
families to ‘go home and give your child a hug and a kiss 
and tell them it’s from the pope.’ Supposedly for long 
time after people would do that for their children and say, 
‘The pope offered you this.’ Fr. Jerry added, “John XXIII 
was the kind of person—to see him was to love him. You 
just had a real sense of genuine warmth and caring.”

Fr. Jerry, now a retired—though still quite active—
priest of the Archdiocese, who resides with the friars at 
San Juan Diego Friary in Albuquerque, was in St. Peter’s 
Square earlier that October day. “We all went down for 
the opening session, where all the bishops and cardinals, 
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Pope John XXIII (at left above) and more than 2,000 bishops and patriarchs 
(including Easter RIte prelates (center above) processed into St. Peter’s Square 
for the opening of the Council on October 11, 1962. That night, Italian television 
(above right) captured the Pope at his window over the square, giving an 
address later called “The Moonlight Discourse.”

etc., processed into the basilica with all their regalia. I 
tried to take pictures—we didn’t have cell phones, of 
course, at the time. So, like a good camera person, I held 
it up over my head and sent the pictures back to my family 
to develop. And my dad said I had the finest collection of 
Italian heads—I wasn’t tall enough!” Fortunately, another 
classmate had better luck, and years later shared pictures 
from that day. “It was fascinating,” Jerry said, “not only 
the rather grandiose regalia, but especially the Eastern 
Church patriarchs and the like, with all those crowns.”

The Council “bookended” Fr. Jerry’s studies in 
Rome. Its four sessions, 1962-1965, spanned the death 
of Pope John XXIII and the election of Pope Paul VI. Fr. 
Jerry arrived in Rome just before the Council opened and 
was ordained a priest by Paul VI, December 18, 1965—ten 
days after the Council closed.

Fr. Jerry and his classmates were witnesses to history. 
“We were there when [John XXIII] died. I saw the white 
smoke when Paul VI was elected.” 

A Chicago native, Fr. Jerry came to New Mexico 
to the seminary in 1958, and was later chosen by then-
Archbishop Byrne of Santa Fe to live at the NAC and 
study at Rome’s Gregorian University. 
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An Exciting Time in Rome
He remembers the excitement of the time, studying at 
“The Greg.” The Jesuit faculty “were, in many cases, the 
men writing the books that basically were reflecting and 
giving direction to the council itself.” Some served the 
Council Fathers as periti, or experts, and would bring 
that input into their lectures in a “sort of ‘theology on 
the go,’” Fr. Jerry recalled. 

Other experts addressed the seminarians, for 
example,  American Scripture scholar Barnabas Ahern, 
who contributed to the Council’s documents on divine 
revelation, ecumenism and religious freedom. 

The NAC hosted  American prelates attending the 
council. “We would go out often with Bishop [Charles] 
Buswell from Pueblo, who was quite an advanced man, 
and he was really into it, really excited about the kinds of 
things we were hearing.”

In Jerry’s final year, an American bishop and 
television personality gave a day of recollection: Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen. “We all sat on the front row. As one of 
my classmates who was into drama said. ‘His theology 
left a lot to be desired, but he was the master of rhetoric.”

Among the American cardinals, Father Jerry calls 
Boston’s Cardinal [Richard] Cushing “a wonderful man.” 
Lacking fluency in Latin, Cushing was frustrated that 
“everything [at the Council] was in Latin. Supposedly he 
had offered to pay for a translating system, but it wasn’t 
accepted.” The Cardinal’s frustration was expressed in a 
story he told the seminarians after Mass one day: “You 
know, when I was a little kid, the nun said, ‘Dickey, stop 
picking your nose.’ And she gave me a rosary. And then 
she took away the rosary and gave me a missal.” (In the 
1950s, popular English “missals” translated Latin Mass 

prayers for the laity.)  Cushing joked that in the Council, 
“they took away my missal. And here I am picking my 
nose again. I’m going home.’ And he went back to Boston, 
and never returned. But he was a cutting-edge man in 
terms of pastoral care of the laity.”

A Lasting Impression of the Council
After 60 years, Fr. Jerry has a lasting impression: 
“Everybody, particularly the world-wide bishops, were 
very excited about [the Council],” something reflected 
in the overwhelming positive votes for the Council’s 
documents. 

He contends that “the impression we got from a 
whole lot of other bishops, just talking with our students 
or friends, [was] that the American bishops were very 
enthusiastic about what was happening. It kind of gives 
the lie to those who say they were all negative about it.” 
He added, “These were solid people who chose to make 
these documents and these decisions.”

Bringing the Council Home 
The Council’s impact was felt immediately. When the 
newly ordained priest went to his first parish in Santa 
Rosa, New Mexico, liturgical changes were happening, 
and people were finding them helpful. 

Jerry Plotkowski sums up his priestly life in what 
the Second Vatican Council taught him: “We’re ordained 
for the world we live in, not a world of the past, and the 
world we live in has challenges that as church leaders, 
as all Christians, [we] need to meet.” He describes it 
as “service in the middle of where people are. Call that 
incarnation if we want to be romantic. In our day and 
age, I think it has to address issues like the ones we’re 
facing—racism, sexism, the LGBTQ community…. And I 
think [Pope] Francis is saying exactly this. This is what 
we have to deal with.” 

The Work of the Spirit
Fr. Jerry believes that Pope Francis along with St. Pope 
John  XXIII, have demonstrated “the sense of the [Holy] 
Spirit’s running the church…. “We get in the way and we 
can kind of slow the Spirit down. But the ultimate reality 
is the Spirit, and to see that Spirit present in other than 
clerics or approved people, I think is marvelous --and 
threatening….And yet Spirit’s addressing us and talking 
to us.”

Pope Paul VI receives newly ordained Father Jerry Plotkowski at a 
reception following his ordination on December 18, 1965.
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O ctober 2023 will witness the birth of a new Franciscan 
Province in the United States. Six of seven existing U.S. 

Provinces: Holy Name, Saint John the Baptist, Sacred Heart, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saint Barbara (the “US-6”) will 
join as a new province, which will inherit the patronage of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Some 700 friars will comprise the new 
province and will include men from Puerto Rico and Cuba, 
previously aligned with Franciscans in Central America.

 The process of uniting six provinces has been called 
a “pilgrimage.” The journey has spanned a number of years, 
hours of meetings, and collaboration among of lay staff and 
consultants. To give a snapshot of where we are “one year 
away,” The Padres’ Trail spoke with Brother Keith Warner, of 
St. Barbara Province, who is Animator of Lifelong Franciscan 
Formation for the US-6 Office of Renewal and Restructuring. 
This office guides the pilgrimage to one province at the 
direction of the US-6 provincial leadership.

Where are the friars one year out on this “pilgrimage”?
Keith Warner: A year out, we can see the path to a new province 
much more clearly. When I started in this position about a year 
ago, there was still a high degree of ambiguity. How was this 

was going to work? What would be the process moving forward? Fortunately, we 
retained a consultant firm, Grant-Thornton, to help us get structured, with a 
to-do list and a number of friar-and-lay working groups. 

We now see five major tracks we need to pursue to get us to the successful 
launch of the new province: 

•	 First is new leadership and new structures. 
•	 Second, renewal of the role of guardians (local superiors) and local 

fraternities. 
•	 Third, how best to communicate to our partners, vocation prospects 

and benefactors?
•	 Fourth, we must support our friars and their guardians with more 

cost-effective administrative services. 
•	 Finally, create the new provincial office—including more lay staff. 
We now know the major milestones for each track. By next October the 

new province will have what’s necessary to meet the needs of the friars and 
guide us to the next stage of our pilgrimage. 

“We are looking 
within ourselves, but 
also listening to the 
needs of the world. 
How can we best use 
the resources we have, 
both to innovate the 
Franciscan spirit 
in the Church and 
society, but also to live 
as friars?”

ONE YEAR AWAY
The Birth of a New Franciscan Province

An Interview with Keith Warner, OFM
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What is our message to people who support us or 
collaborate with us in ministry, or with whom we serve? 
Keith: We want to let them know that friars are digging deep 
and asking ourselves: How can we best be Franciscans and live out 
the Franciscan Charism or Franciscan mission in the world today? 
We are looking within ourselves, but also listening to the needs 
of the world. How can we best use the resources we have, both 
to innovate the Franciscan spirit in the Church and society, but 
also to live as friars?  

There’s no escaping the fact that there are fewer of us than 
there were in the past and we are older, but that doesn’t mean 
that we are without great gifts to share, with a desire to share 
our mission and our Franciscan tradition with everyone. By 
doing this “inventory” of who we’re called to be, what we have 
to give, and how best to give that to the world, we’ll be in a 
better position to carry our mission into the future. 

How will the restructuring affect the lives of the friars? 
Keith: Renewal best describes the process we’re going through. 
We’re called to renewal by Pope Francis and by our Church. 
And our tradition as Franciscans is to be agents of renewal for 
the church and the world.

In this process, the friars have engaged in the practice of 
“sacred memory.” Sacred memory happens when—in a spirit 
of prayer—we remember God’s activity in the world from its 
creation to the gift of his Son, Jesus, to the raising up of Saint 
Francis and the Franciscan tradition. We also recall our own 
family traditions—how we were raised and nurtured by our 
family, our friends, and the Church—and what God has done 
in our lives. 

When we do this, we discover the joy and courage and 
strength to walk the journey of living the gospel. The creation 
of one new province expands the range of our sacred memories, 
and so we have the grace to walk with joy and love in our lives 
as friars. 

Friars also are called to exercise our prophetic imagination, 
to envision the Kingdom of God as taught by Jesus with the 
help of Pope Francis and our Franciscan insight, and to help 
people come to know God’s dream for us in the world. 

Finally, renewal happens as we engage in discernment as 
brothers and with the Church, as modeled by the upcoming 
worldwide Synod, to make decisions about how best to walk 
this pilgrimage together.  By linking these three steps in 
renewal, we can move forward together with hearts full of joy 
for proclaiming the Gospel. 

Franciscan Keith Warner is Animator of Lifelong Franciscan Formation 
for the US-6 Office of Renewal and Restructuring.

Is there anything that has surprised you over 
the time of this pilgrimage?  
Keith: One thing that has surprised me is the 
number of other religious orders who’ve heard 
about our process. They react with curiosity, 
fascination and a sense of bewilderment—How can 
you do this? —and also admiration. They tell me, 
“Wow, you guys are really pooling your resources 
to try to do something in a new, fresh way and kind 
of chart a new course and do something in a way 
that’s refreshing and has a potential for renewal.” 

Some religious feel they’re parts of 
organizations that are in a holding pattern or 
maintenance mode. I think among many, many 
friars there’s a desire to break out of that sense of 
diminishment mindset or a maintenance mode. 

We’re not going to magically invent new 
friars out of thin air. But we can approach the 
new province next year with a sense of freshness, 
imagination and an “entrepreneurial newness” 
that I think has characterized us over our history 
as the best of our Franciscan tradition. 
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When a group of friars from across the U.S. visited Laguna Pueblo on October 19, former governor Will Herrera 
described the long relationship which the Franciscans have had with the Pueblo and its people. He singled out the 
three friars who served as pastors of San Jose Church and the other villages which encompass Laguna Pueblo. 
They were given the unique privilege of burial in a special plot next to the church. “This is their home,” he said.

W H O  A R E  T H E Y ?
Father Agnellus Lammert (1900-1952) was a Cincinnati, Ohio, native who professed his first vows as 
a friar in 1919 and was ordained in 1927. After service in Louisville, Kentucky, he came to the Southwest 
in 1932. He lived in San Fidel, New Mexico, just west of Laguna Pueblo. He was assigned to care for 
the churches of the Laguna and Acoma Pueblo Peoples. He rebuilt and restored San Jose Church, 
and also built mission-style churches at several other villages. He was to celebrate his silver jubilee 
as a priest when, on the morning of September 10, 1952, he was found dead in his room. What was 
to be a celebration of 25 years of priestly service became a celebration of Agnellus’ birth into eternal 
life. The Laguna People paid him the great tribute of an earthly resting place beside their church.

Father John Evangelist Uhl (1913-1985), also from Cincinnati, made his first profession in 1931 and 
was ordained in 1940. He served as a high school teacher in his hometown, and came briefly to 
Jemez, New Mexico, for a year before relocating to serve parishes in Kansas City—on both sides 
of the Kansas-Missouri line. He returned to the Southwest in 1955 at San Fidel, and later Santa Fe, 
before beginning his many years at Laguna Pueblo in 1962. He was deeply loved and respected by 
the people. He was one of the founding friars of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province, and the friars 
remember his deep voice, his jokes and his contagious laughter—which belied John’s deep spirituality. 
That latter quality was understood by the Laguna, whose reverence for him is evidenced in the 
privilege of burial next to the church.

Father Kenneth Robertson (1915-1996) was born in Brackenridge, Pennsylvania. He became a friar in 
1932 and was ordained in 1941. As he was dying in 1996, the people of Laguna Pueblo made it known 
that they wished Ken to return to Laguna as his final resting place. It was his first assignment in 1941 
and, in many ways, never left in his heart, even though he served elsewhere over the years. His quiet 
sense of humor and wonderful style as a storyteller endeared him to the people and the friars. 

May all our Faithful Departed rest in peace! 
 

A SINGULAR HONOR:
Three Friars Buried at San José Church, Laguna, NM from the 

A R C H I V E S

From left, the friars buried next to San José Church, Laguna are: Agnellus Lammert 
+1952), John Uhl, (+1985) and Kenneth Robertson (+1996).

Agnellus Lammert and parishioners at Laguna
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The friars who attended the R & R Gathering 
came from across the U.S., and represented 
four of the six U.S. province which will become 
unified next October.

W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S

As part of the ongoing preparation for the union of 
six OFM provinces a year from now (see related story 
elsewhere in this issue), 14 Franciscans gathered in the 
recently completed retreat facility at Santa Maria de 
la Vid  Norbertine Abbey, Albuquerque, October 18-21. 
Those attending included members from the Provinces 
Holy Name (HNP), St. Barbara (SBP), St. John the Baptist 
Province (SJBP), as well as three friars from Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Province (OLGP).

The gathering was the last in a series of regional 
get-togethers held around the U.S. over the past year. 
Friars Jack Clark Robinson (OLGP) and Keith Warner 
(SBP) facilitated the meeting, which included fraternal 
time, prayer, input on the process of unification, and a 
day-long visit on Wednesday, October 19, to Laguna and 
Acoma Pueblos, where the friars of OLGP minister.

The Pueblo visit began at San Jose Church, Laguna, 
with a presentation by historian Will Herrera, a former 
governor of Laguna. He began by stressing how important 

Friars from the 
US-6 Provinces  

Visit New Mexico

to Pueblo life is the call to the people “to prepare a place 
in your heart,” and to welcome relatives and friends to 
their homes. This sense of welcoming was felt by the 
friars present for his talk—in his remarks, and in the 
generous meal served afterward by members of Laguna 
village.

Will reviewed a portion of the history of the Pueblo, 
how it is governed, and its relationship to county, state 
and federal governments. He also highlighted how 
the Franciscans interact with the life of the Pueblo, 
particularly seen in the annual feast days, which include 
both Catholic and traditional ethnic elements. “Many of 
our elders,” he added, “had a lot of respect” for the friars 
who have served the people over the many decades of 
friar-presence. He singled out the three Franciscans who 
received the privilege of burial next to the church—“this 
is their home,” he concluded (see story on p.6).

The friars’ group left Laguna for the Acoma Pueblo, 
where they were accorded the privilege of visiting the 
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ancient Pueblo village atop a sandstone bluff rising 367 
feet above the desert floor—also known to visitors as 
“Sky City.” Due to ongoing COVID restrictions, normal 
tourist visits are not possible. Four members of the 
Pueblo met the friars and explained the history and 
significance of the great church of San Esteban del Rey, 
whose construction began in 1629. 

Father Dennis Bosse (SJBP) “enjoyed going to Sky 
City and having member of the tribe give historical 
perspective. I felt blessed to be able to go there.”  Father 
Chris Kerstiens (OLGP) who has served Laguna and 
Acoma for a number of years was nevertheless impressed 
with the presentation of the local Acoma educators who 
give the orientation at Sky City.

Thursday, October 20, was devoted to presentations 
by Friars Keith and Jack, and sharing among the group, 
about the “R&R” process leading to the formation of 
one, coast-to-coast province a year from now. In the 
discussions, “we accented the positive,” Brother Andrew 
Stettler (SJBP) said, adding, “we’ve got a blueprint now 
for what’s going to happen.” 

Brother Scott Slattum (SBP) “enjoyed the 
conversation [on Thursday] about fraternal life 
planning,” noting that it was something he could “take 
home and reflect on the kind of fraternity to live in, in the 
future. The experience of spending one-on-one time with 
another friar in the “Emmaus Walk” concerning future 
ministry helped make the gathering a time “that gives me 
life and hope.”

Brother Jim McIntosh (HNP) concluded that “This 
group functioned very well. We had good discussions and 
the meeting was well-planned and organized.” 

Photos from the gathering: (At left top and middle) Historian and former 
Laguna governor Will Herrera gave the friars an overview of the history and 
governing structures of the Laguna Pueblo. (At left, bottom) a view of Acoma 
Pueblo (“Sky City”), with the ancient church of San Estevan at the left in the 
photo.

“Our Pueblo people have a strong 
sense of community and family 

values. The values we share 
in common are love, respect, 

compassion, obedience, discipline 
and caring for one another.”

- Will Herrera
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W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S

Feast of Saint Francis

The Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi was celebrated by the friars  in Albuquerque: Photo at top: The commemoration of the Transitus or “passing” of St. Francis was marked 
by the friars of Casa Guadalupe Friary.  Provincial Minister Father Ron Walters presided at the Eucharist in the Franciscan Studio, and Father Greg Friedman gave the 
homily (middle row, center). Following Mass, the friars enjoyed fellowship and food in the great room at Casa Guadalupe.
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Editor’s Note: From the friars in Cincinnati comes a story 
that’s worth sharing because of its inspiration. The writer is 
the former provincial Minister of St. John the Baptist Province, 
the “mother province” of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province.

I believe in science and the laws of physics. My first 
assignment after ordination was to our Franciscan high 
school in Cincinnati. I taught various science classes 
including physics. As a Christian I also believe in the 
providence of God, miracles, and Guardian Angels. 

I had an experience on this past Sunday, October 
2, the Feast of the Guardian Angels, that has made me 
reflect often on God’s providence, miracles, Guardian 
Angels, and the laws of physics.

On most weekends I have a Mass at St. Andrew Parish 
in Milford, Ohio [near Cincinnati]. On Sunday, October 
2, I was scheduled for the 9:00 a.m. Mass. At about 8:40 
a.m. I was on a road behind the church just about ready to 
turn in the church’s parking lot. I sort of saw something 
out of the corner of my left eye fly by the back of me. I 
was born with a lazy left eye and have very limited vision 
out of it. I thought maybe it was a large bird or something 
and continued on my way to have the Mass. 

A family that owns a funeral home next to where 
all of this happened often invites me to join them at a 
local restaurant for breakfast after Mass. I joined them 
that morning. One of the sons is a policeman and had on 
his phone a video of what happened taken from one of 

W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S

the security cameras in their parking lot. He recognized 
the white car as mine. When he showed me the video, I 
couldn’t believe what happened.

A 17-year-old boy driving on the next road had a 
seizure and passed out. He jumped the curb on the 
road he was on, passed through a yard, and was ready 
to broadside me on the driver’s side when his car hit a 
pole that bent and catapulted his car over mine. His car 
landed on its wheels and soon came to a stop. 

The young boy was taken to the hospital, checked 
out, and was fine. I was not hurt, and my car was not 
scratched. I drive a 2014 Hyundai Sonata. According to 
Google it is 4.83 feet tall. Why was the pole standing 
in that exact spot attached to nothing? By what laws of 
physics did it lift the boy’s car almost five feet in the air 
and send it over my car? So many questions. 

I am certainly thankful to God. I will continue to 
wonder how much God and how much the laws of science 
played in the experience. And I continue to be amused by 
the fact that I was oblivious to what happened until I saw 
the video in the restaurant. As always, God is good.

Angels Were 
Watching  
Over Me

by Fr. John Bok O.F.M.

A security video camera captured the “miraculous” occurrence to Father John Bok 
on the way to Sunday Mass.
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W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S

Editor’s note: Postings on social media in recent weeks cited 
news of Franciscan Father Richard Rohr, of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Province. An article in America magazine, the 
Jesuit weekly, cited his announcement to friends that health 
issues have led him to step back from an active role in the 
ministry he began in Albuquerque, NM in 1987. The following 
article comes from the website of the Center for Action and 
Contemplation.

Father Richard Rohr founded the Center for Action and 
Contemplation (CAC) in October of 1987. Envisioning a 
“school for prophets” at the intersection of praxis and 
prayer, he created the CAC to be an educational nonprofit 
that introduces spiritual seekers to the Christian 
contemplative path of transformation. Since then, his 
vision, teachings, and partnerships have propelled CAC 
programs and inspired a movement for contemplative 
spiritual renewal.

As is common among founders, Fr. Richard has played 
many roles at the CAC. He was our first faculty member, 
and he served for many years as our foremost teacher, 
program developer, and community and partnerships 
builder.

However, at this stage in his life, Richard’s desire is 
to create space for the rest of us to step in and carry his 
work forward into the future. For several years, he has 
been engaged with CAC leadership in a gradual process 
of stepping back from public life. He has significantly 
reduced his speaking, travel, and day-to-day involvement 
in programming, and invited other members of our staff 
and faculty to assume new responsibilities.

Franciscan Richard 
Rohr Stepping Back 

from Leadership 
Role

“My life and ministry at CAC have exceeded anything 
I could imagine! I am so grateful to all our supporters 
for your trust over the years. At this stage in my life, I 
plan to continue teaching as I am able, but my desire 
is to make more space for others in our community to 
carry the mission forward. I thank you for being part 
of this movement for transformation, and offering our 

faculty and team the trust you have offered me. There is 
so much we still can and must do together in service to 

compassion and healing in our world.”

—Richard Rohr

Moving forward, we are taking a significant step to 
formalize this ongoing transition. In addition to stepping 
back from his active duties at CAC, Fr. Richard is retiring 
as both Dean of our Core Faculty and as a voting member 
of the CAC’s Board of Directors to assume the role of 
Core Faculty Emeritus. He will continue to participate in 

Franciscan Father Richard Rohr at a recent friar-celebration in Albuquerque.
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some programming as his energy allows, but Fr. Richard 
will no longer assume any new or ongoing teaching 
commitments.

Considering how gradually his transition is unfolding, 
this step feels more like a formality than a major change 
to members of our team. Nonetheless, our hearts are 
filled with both grief and joy at the significance of the 
moment. We firmly believe the CAC’s integrity as an 
institution is a function of our faithfulness to what Fr. 
Richard founded us to be.

“At every step of this transition process, Richard has said 
again and again that he doesn’t want CAC to become a 

monument to the past, but he wants it to be a continuing 
movement. That means with our existing and future 
staff faculty, we need to keep the same momentum, 

vitality, and robustness of intellectual, spiritual, and 
theological work going. This is the greatest way we 

honor Richard’s beautiful legacy.”

– CAC Core Faculty Brian McLaren

Fr. Richard has been clear about his trust in our 
future. In a recent meeting, he offered our team wisdom 
St. Francis shared with his followers near the end of his 
life: “I have done what was mine to do. May Christ teach 
you what is yours!” That is exactly, Fr. Richard reflected, 
what he hopes for all of us.

It is a humbling charge to accept. Yet together, I 

know we will continue to build on our founding purpose: 
bringing forward the gifts of contemplative wisdom and 
practice in ways that help transform ourselves and our 
communities to co-create a world where everything — 
truly! — belongs.

We look forward to sharing more with our community 
in the coming months about how our programs and 
faculty will continue to grow and evolve to do that. In the 
meantime, we offer Fr. Richard a hands-on-heart bow of 
gratitude for inspiring all of us with this vision and giving 
us the tools and courage to keep working toward it, as 
one.

Peace and every good,
Michael Poffenberger 
Executive Director 
Center for Action and Contemplation

Watch Richard and Michael in conversation about the work, 
mission, and future of the Center for Action and Contemplation 
on our YouTube channel (Part 1, Part 2, Part 3). The Center 
for Action and Contemplation, its Core Faculty, and Board 
of Directors invite you to accompany us on this journey of 
transformation as we do the challenging work of reclaiming 
our founder’s vision for action and contemplation in a time 
of global change and contemplative renewal. You will find the 
latest posts at https://cac.org/

At left, Richard visits Pope Francis in 
Rome earlier this year. The Holy Father 
told him, ““I want you to keep doing 
what you’re doing, keep teaching what 
you’re teaching.” 
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Dear Friend of the Missions,
I am certain that most of us have mourned the loss 

of our friends and loved ones because of this seemingly 
unending COVID pandemic. We are all grieving in one 
way or the other: We grieve the loss of family and friends; 
we grieve the loss of physical contact with others; we 
grieve the loss of our personal freedoms when we must 
wear a mask or maintain social distancing. All these 
challenges are both disconcerting and a bit frightening.

How often have you heard someone say, “We’ll pray 
for you” or “You are in my thoughts”? I think we’re saying 
it more often these days because of COVID-19. The 
Catholic Church uses the entire month of November to 
remember our deceased relatives and friends during the 
entire month. 

The month begins with two ancient Church 
celebrations. On “All Saints Day,” November 1, we 
celebrate all the saints who have no official feast day on 
the calendar—who may only be known as saints to God 
and the angels. 

November 2, “All Souls Day” is dedicated to the 
remembrance of our deceased relatives and friends. 
We, the living, pray on behalf of Christians who are in 
Purgatory where souls are purified before proceeding 
to heaven. Through prayer and good works, we are able 
to help our deceased loved ones gain heaven. We are 
encouraged to offer special prayers for them; we may 
offer a novena of Masses or light a votive candle in church 
for their intentions.

I invite you to enroll your deceased family members 
and loved ones in our annual All Souls remembrance 
during the entire month of November. You can also 
include friends and relatives who are currently dealing 
with COVID-19 or its aftermath. This year we will again 
have a Thirty-Day All Souls Prayer Novena at our Casa 
Guadalupe Provincial House Chapel. The friar residents 
of our Provincial Headquarters will include your deceased 
family members and loved ones as well those infected 
with COVID-19 in their Community Masses and Prayers 
throughout November.

Your faithful support of our missionary efforts in the 

Southwest is deeply appreciated and needed. You can 
now make an electronic donation by using our Province 
web page: https://www.swfranciscans.org/. Your prayer 
intentions will be forwarded to all of our friars in the 
missions via the Internet.

Peace and All Good!

Br. Bruce, OFM
Brother Bruce Michalek, O.F.M.,
Provincial Director of Development,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province
https://swfranciscans.org/

An Appeal  
FROM BROTHER BRUCE

SOUTHWEST FRANCISCAN MISSIONS
P.O. BOX 12395, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87195

PHONE: (505) 877-8006
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Did you ever have this experience when you were in grade school: 
The teacher asks a question which has a lot of obvious answers—but 
none of them are the one she wants?  The students are frustrated; 
the smart ones think they’ve got the answer; then the students try 
all sorts of responses, but none are “correct.” Finally, the teacher 
gives the answer she wants, something no one thought of.

That was my experience on my first pilgrimage to Assisi years 
ago. The guide was the late Franciscan Father Roch Niemier. Roch, 
who was our guide, asked us to single out the one thing that best 
personifies Francis of Assisi.

Roch—in a book he wrote years later (In the Footsteps of 
Francis and Clare, Roch Niemier, O.F.M., Franciscan Media, 2006)—
records the typical answers folks give:

“Francis is perhaps best known for his poverty. He is known 
as having a universal appeal to people of all backgrounds 
and religions. He is known as a messenger of nonviolence 
and peace, as one who loved creation. He is known for his 
simplicity and humility. He is known for his embrace of 
those who were poor, on the margins.”

As the pilgrims voiced all of these and more, Roch agreed that, 
yes, they were part of who Francis was, but not one of them “gets 
to the heart” of who Francis of Assisi was. 

Finally, he said (again, from his book):

“The entrance into Francis’ heart is his focus on God and 
his experience of the living God. God was the center of 
Francis’ world, not brothers and sisters, not making peace, 
not the poor or the beauty of the created world, not being 
a gallant and victorious knight or a successful merchant. 
Francis did all those, and we can, say ‘yes’ to all of these, up 
to a point. But it was the living God who entered his life and 
made all the difference.”

Francis was touched by God in and through the depths of his 
own terrible sufferings as a prisoner of war in Perugia as a young 
knight, and the lifelong trauma of that “disorder” we now know 
afflicts many who have seen war or any traumatic event. Francis 
experienced conversion, healing and love by the gracious gift of 
God in a personal encounter with Christ. 

In one of the legends, Francis on Mount LaVerna tells Brother 
Leo that, in a vision, God asked Francis to put his hands in his 
pockets and draw out what he found there. Francis protests his 
poverty—his pockets should be empty! But three times, he tells 
Leo, he withdrew his hands, and they were full of gold, a symbol of 
the richness of God’s relationship with Francis.

I believe we can take the gift God wishes to give us, in our times 
of contemplation, in our ministry, and in our personal experience of 
suffering. With our pockets emptied of everything, God is waiting to 
fill us with hope, with courage, with love.

REFLECTION FOR 
THE FEAST OF  
SAINT FRANCIS 
OF ASSISI
A reflection by Greg Friedman, OFM

asd


