
Breaking Open the Word: Prepare the Way of the Lord!  
December 4th, 2022: 2nd Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

 

WE READ, LISTEN and BREAK OPEN THE WORD: 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10,  Romans 15:4-9 and the Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12. While someone reads 
the Scripture(s), listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE 
IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? Share your impressions. 
 Name the most improbable, most unlikely, even-the-thought-of-it-is-impossible-relationship to 

establish or recover? ……… What would it be? ….. 
Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and 
the young lion shall graze together, with a little child to guide them  
That’s the face of Justice-Bringing-Peace which Isaiah is attempting to paint for us in the 1st 
Reading. Ever see that episode of Animal Planet? 
 how do we get there? 
Advent, with all its utopian, actually Gospel, Hope, lays out before us the mile-markers, training 
goals, visions and expectations which could bring forth an age of Justice and Peace. But…  
 What would it take for “justice,” “honesty,” “humility” to bring your impossible vision to happen? 

Yet that is the Hope of Advent. Why goes small? 
 What world figures go for that type of goal? 
 How about among your peers, elders or contemporaries? 
 Were they able to establish a lasting Balance as Peace? …or at least a flicker of hope? 
 What did they do? What came against the movement? Was the effort worth it?  
 What was the lesson for “then?” …for “now?” 
Isaiah offers this to us: The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon <him/her/us/them – well there does 
need to be (a) person(s)>: A SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND OF UNDERSTANDING, A SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND OF STRENGTH, 
A SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF FEAR OF THE LORD, and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD 
Sounds like Confirmation’s Gifts of the Spirit!! 
 When have you been the surpriser? …touched into you would and encountered the contrary 

“beast?” 
 Was it more than “The Beauty and the Beast?” More like Mandela and de Klerk? …in between? 
Paul, in the Romans selection, seems to touch the wound: Whatever was written previously was 
written FOR OUR INSTRUCTION, that BY ENDURANCE AND by the ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE SCRIPTURES we might 
have hope.  
 Is HOPE enough? 
 What’s your sense of Hope? (…all I want foe Chwis’mus is my two fwont teeth! …a Red Ryder 

Ranger! …a Beauty Pageant sense of ‘World Peace?’)? What? … 
 How did the situation play out?  
 Who’s ready for the Holy Spirit and fire?  
 
Prayers for the World in Which We Live: 

- Light that never fades, dispel the mists about us. Awaken our faith from sleep. 
- Sow gentleness in us toward each person we meet today. 
- Create with us a new earth where there will be peace and justice. 
- Having been conceived by the Holy Spirit, by your word renew that same Spirit in our hearts. 
- Help us be mindful of all people who you, from the beginning of time, have placed in the 

world. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/11?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Romans/15?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3?1
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