
Breaking Open the Word: What do we seek in the desert? 
December 11: 3rd Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

 

WE READ, LISTEN and BREAK OPEN THE WORD: 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10,  James 5:7-10  and the Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11. While someone 
reads the Scripture(s), listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR 
THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? Share your impressions. 
 Who are some compulsive shoppers you know? What drives them? 
 When do you find yourself wandering aimlessly through a store, or channel surfing? 
 What are you looking for? 
James, in today’s 2nd Reading, calls us to patience in face of controversy. He even holds up for us the 
example of the prophets of our Jewish Roots: Take as an example of hardship and patience, 
brothers and sisters, the prophets. Advent and the prophets call us to enter the reality of prophetic 
life – focusing on the Incarnating Word waking within us when we dare to hear. Where we live is 
less important than how we live. What we do is less important than what we seek. 
 What tools do you use to listen and move to hearing the Word Incarnate in your life? 
 When have you allowed the Word Incarnate to move your life from awareness to action? 
 What results were borne out? 
Charlatans are abundant. Matthew has John’s followers go and ask the new itinerant preacher “Are 
the one?” (a phrase echoed in The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pitman). 
When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus with 
this question, "Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?" 
Matthew has Jesus respond, not with self-referential words, but rather witness. What did you go 
out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? Then what did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in fine clothing? Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces. Then why did you go 
out?  To see a prophet? 
 What have you entered Advent to see? A wrapping of Christmas presents? 
 What have you entered Advent to see? Grannies cookies in tins? …a soup-pot filled with tamales? 
 Let’s serve up a couple of prophets of our time: 
 

Pope Francis Compares Thomas Merton & Dorothy Day to Lincoln and MLK 
 

Dorothy Day led a controversial life until, in her 30s, she converts to Roman Catholicism and 
helps found the Catholic Worker newspaper. This led to the creation of the Houses of Hospitality 
program that to this day caters to the poor and disadvantaged.  
- Dorothy Day: Don't Call Me a Saint    
- A documentary on the Christian anarchist and co-founder of the Catholic Worker movement 

Revolution of the Heart: The Dorothy Day Story  
- Who is Dorothy Day is a 5 min Catholic News Service video examining the sainthood cause of 

Dorothy Day, an American activist and founder of the Catholic Worker movement. Here's a look 
at Dorothy Day's early life and the founding of The Catholic Worker. 

 

Cesar Chavez: He became a champion of the poor, living his life in solidarity with them. Even in 
the face of threats and actual violence — be it from police or other unions, such as the Teamsters — 
Chavez never wavered from his commitment to passive resistance. The Faith of My Father: 
Distinguished by Faith and Spirituality  (Oblate School of Theology) By Paul Chavez 
- Cesar Chavez: (PBS) The Life Behind A Legacy Of Farm Labor Rights 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/35?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/james/5?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/11?2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2gpQ-dv86I
https://dorothydaydoc.com/
https://youtu.be/DRQLnJJZnCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CphJLmS8-Fc
https://ost.edu/chavez-distinguished-by-faith-spirituality/
https://ost.edu/chavez-distinguished-by-faith-spirituality/
https://www.npr.org/2016/08/02/488428577/cesar-chavez-the-life-behind-a-legacy-of-farm-labor-rights
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Prayers for the World in Which We Live: 
 
Prayer of the Farm Worker’s Struggle 
By Cesar Chavez 
 

Show me the suffering of the most miserable,  
  so I will know my people’s plight. 
Free me to pray for others, 
  for you are present in every person. 
Help me to take responsibility for my own life,  
  so that I can be free at last. 
Grant me courage to serve others,  
  for in service there is true life. 
Bring forth song and celebration,  

  so that the Spirit will be alive among us. 
Let the Spirit flourish and grow,  
  so that we will never tire of the struggle.  
Let us remember those who have died for 
justice, 
  for they have given us life. 
Help us love even those who hate us,  
  so we can change the world. 

 
<~><~><~><~><~><~><~><~><~><~> 

 
“Epilogue” to The Long Loneliness,  
by Dorothy Day 
 

We were just sitting there talking when Peter 
Maurin came in. 
We were just sitting there talking when lines of 
people began to form, saying, “We need bread.” 
We could not say, “Go, be thou filled.” If there 
were six small loaves and a few fishes, we had 
to divide them. There was always bread. 
 

We were just sitting there talking and people 
moved in on us. Let those who can take it, take 
it. Some moved out and that made room for 
more. And somehow the walls expanded. 
 

We were just sitting there talking and someone 
said, “Let’s all go live on a farm.” 
It was as casual as all that, I often think. It just 
came about. It just happened. 
 

I found myself, a barren woman, the joyful 
mother of children. It is not always easy to be 
joyful, to keep in mind the duty of delight. 
 

The most significant thing about The Catholic 
Worker is poverty, some say. 

The most significant thing is community, others 
say. We are not alone anymore. 
 

But the final word is love. At times it has been, 
in the words of Father Zossima, a harsh and 
dreadful thing, and our very faith in love has 
been tried through fire. 
 

We cannot love God unless we love each other, 
and to love we must know each other. We know 
him in the breaking of bread, and we are not 
alone anymore. Heaven is a banquet and life is a 
banquet, too, even with a crust, where there is 
companionship. 
We have all known the long loneliness and we 
have learned that the only solution is love and 
that love comes with community. 
 

It all happened while we sat there talking, and it 
is still going on. 
 

–DOROTHY DAY 
The Long Loneliness originally published by 

Harper & Row, 1952 
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