
Our Household Church: Seek Peace and Follow After Her 
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time: 20 February 2022  

 

Calling to the Feast: 
All: In the Name of the + Father, and of the + Son and of the + Holy Spirit. Amen! 
Leader 1: You never cease to spur us on All: to possess a more abundant life.  
Leader 2: You are generous/rich in mercy. All: You constantly offer pardon.  
Eldest: …mentoring us how to. Leader 1: You call sinners to trust  
All: in your forgiveness alone. Youngest: …and to forgive one another.  
Leader 2: You never turn away from us. All: Even though we have broken Your covenant,  
Leader 1: You have bound the human family to yourself All: through Jesus your Son, our Redeemer.  
Leader 2: In Jesus we have a new bond of love so tight All: that it can never be undone.  
Leader 1: You set before us a time of grace and reconciliation. All: As we turn back to you in spirit 
and practice. Leader 2: Grant us hope in Christ Jesus. All: Open our eyes to our unity in Creation. 
Leader 1: We desire to be of service to all. All: and entrust ourselves to the Spirit.  
 

Thanksgiving: 
Women: Source of Life, You are holy. Men: From the world’s beginning You are ceaselessly at work. 
Eldest: You call the human race to become holy. Youngest: Just as you are holy. 
Women: Look, upon the offering of our lives. Men: Fill us with your Spirit in Jesus Christ. 
All: In Jesus we are your sons and daughters. Eldest: What we are becoming Youngest: is to be seen. 
Eldest: Your people were lost in the desert and in Exile All: and thought they could not approach you. 
Youngest: Jesus’ life among us, his actions and his words, All: showed that You are always present. 
Women: Jesus celebrated Passover with the disciples, Men then he became our Passover. 
All: We thank you for the greatest love: Eldest: the lasting sign of your covenant. 
Eldest: Jesus’ life and witness unveiled the Word of Covenant All: He now Opens the Word for us. 
 

WE READ, LISTEN and SHARE: 
Today’s Gospel is Luke 6:27-38. The other Readings 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 and 1 Corinthians 
15:45-49 can be read or simply read the Gospel. click here. While someone reads the Scripture(s), 
listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE 
STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other: 
In Samuel’s telling of David’s counting coup against Saul we are challenged to think about 
how to make a point without harming another. Rather than “eye for an eye, tooth for a 
tooth” we see the stronger one “taking mercy” on the weaker one. Besides being an act 
demonstrating superiority, it is also an act of mercy! Unlike calling one’s bluff there is no 
bravado or puffed up chests.  
 When have you called someone out for an inappropriate action, somehow offending you or 

standing up in justice for something that was offensive/hurtful to someone else? 
 Which of the three approaches above did you use to make your point? 
David’s point was that there was no need to even be in the conflict. The fear and suspicion of 
King Saul was baseless. David honored him as king and meant no harm. 
 How important is it to defuse a sensitive or potentially violent/volatile situation? 
 How important is it to be merciful? 
 Are you more likely to keep score or count coup in mercy? Which is a “Gospel value?” 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/6?27
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/26?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15?45
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15?45
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022022.cfm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Counting_coup
https://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/call+one's+bluff
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=chest%20puffer
https://www.wordnik.com/words/merciful
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=keep%20score


 

Based on EP Reconciliation I: Charles McCarthy, franciscan  
https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections    

Last week’s Gospel was Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. Luke has four Beatitudes compared to 
Matthew’s 8. Luke sets up a comparative scale, rather, and adds four WOES! Beware! Are you 
this? ...or this? It sounds like Jesus is going the way of puffing up his chest and keeping score!! 
But then, just like that!, in today’s Gospel Luke’s Jesus changes tone completely. From 
“WOEing” all gloom and doom he gets all, well, Gospel (Good News) like: To you who hear I say, 
love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you. He is not even calling us to count coup – Just Be! Luke has Jesus calling us not to count 
anything. To live the Beatitudes in Luke, we see everyone in the same light! We accompany 
everyone with the same hope! We look into the eyes of friend and woe foe seeing the same created 
one.  
 How far off from that mark am I? How far off from that mark are we as a community? 
 What steps do I need to begin to get there?  
 How about counting coup in mercy, like David? (Remember David had his foibles and clay feet as 

well! Does the name Uriah mean anything to you?) 
 What is your balance between the “Blessed” category and the “Woe” category?  
 How clay are your feet? (another way of understanding clay feet.) 
Practice being Peace this week. Or seek Peace, meaning Balance. Seek the strength of Mercy first 
and see how it impacts potential knee jerk action. 
 

SHARING THE FEAST  
The feast can be a meal or a type of bread.   
Women: Jesus broke bread at the Passover table with his disciples. All: We break bread now at our 
table. Men: Jesus identified himself with that bread. All: We identify ourselves with all who hunger.  
The bread is passed, each person serves the next person. (PAUSE a moment while people finish eating.) 
Men: Jesus blessed a cup at the Passover table with his disciples. All: We share a cup now at our table. 
Women: Jesus identified himself as a blessing cup. All: Let us identify ourselves with all who thirst.  
Offer now a glass/cup (or individual glasses) of (wine, water, cider, grape juice).  The beverage is passed from one to 
another.  Each person serves the next person. (PAUSE a moment while people finish drinking. Then pray together:) 
All: As the Eucharist, for which we long, is the Sacramental Sign of Christ in forms of Bread and 
Wine, may our witness as the Body of Christ be a sign in the world of Hope and Trust. May we bring 
peace and live justly for all people and among all people.  As Christ handed himself over to death and 
was nailed for our sake to the wood of the Cross, may we not count the cost of our discipleship. 
 

Intercessions: 
All: Jesus, as our Passover, is our surest peace. Youngest: He is our Mentor, Women: and our Healer! 
Eldest: We long to share in Community Prayer All: and to participate of the Body and Blood of Christ 
at our parish Eucharistic Liturgy. Fill our emptiness and longing. 
All: Keep us always in communion of mind and heart, Eldest: with pope Francis, Men: with N. our 
Bishop, Women: with N. our pastor, [All: with N. &N., our deacon(s)], Youngest: with our catechists 
All: and with all who serve our parish. May we be gathered into one Body in Christ, Eldest: who heals 
every division in our family/ies, Men: our parish community Women: as well as in our civil society. 
Men: Help us to work together All: for the coming of your Kingdom. 
Women: Help us breathe life and hope All: into life giving social and political systems in society. 
Other petitions/prayers… All: (respond after each using:) Transform us in our life. 
All: Our Father… 
All: In the + Name of the +Father, and of the +Son and of the + Holy Spirit. Amen! 

https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/6?20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/6?24
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/feet%20of%20clay
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Clay%20feet
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=peace
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=kneejerk
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