
Our Household Church: You have seen him! 
4th Sunday of Lent Year A: 27 March 2022 

 
WE GATHER AS PRAYER: 
All: In the Name of the Father. In the Name of the Son. In the Name of the Holy Spirit! We Begin! 
All: Creator, we gather in homes: whether in apartments, mobile-home courts, houses or hotel rooms as well as 
camping and some of us are even home-less. Some of us live with others. Some of us are alone. We are long 
term residents as well as travelers, pilgrims and recent arrivals. Yet, we each gather to praise and thank You for 
life and struggle, hope and forgiveness! We know You listen to us! Help us listen to one another! 
Men: You encourage us to grow generous hearts All: as You in Creation are generous with us! 
Women: Being rich in mercy, You constantly offer pardon. All: You call us to trust in Your forgiveness 
and to be forgiving as You are for us. If You continue to forgive us, who are we to hold back forgiveness?  
Eldest: You never turned away from Your people, even though the people so often broke Your covenant,  
Women: You continue to bind the human family to Yourself through Jesus your Son, our Redeemer,  
Men: with a new bond of love so tight that it can never be undone.  
Eldest: Today, again You call us, Your people to a time of grace and reconciliation 
All: As we turn to You in spirit, this day, fill us with hope in Christ Jesus and to desire to be of service to 
others. Fill us, and the people we accompany, with Your Holy Spirit. Open our lives to see and hear You.  
 

WE READ, LISTEN and SHARE: 
Today’s Gospel is found in John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38, 39-41 (full text: John 9:1-41). 1st Reading: 1 
Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 2nd Reading: Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 5:8-14. For today’s 
complete Readings click here . Each of the Readings can be read or simply read the Gospel. While 
someone reads the Scripture(s), listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE 
STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR 
OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 
 What’s your funniest “Excuse-me-! -Can-you-help-me-find-the-…-when-you-are-standing-right-

in-front-of-it” story in a store or at home? 
 Now, recall/relate the most embarrassing “you-got- ‘it’-totally-wrong-about -

something/someone” and ate humble pie for a month – or so. 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 

Today’s 1st Reading works with the maxim we had a couple weeks ago: “Don’t judge a book by 
its cover!” God tells Samuel to select David, Jesse’s youngest son, to be the anointed one.  
Luke instructs us about the tendency of Jesus to engage with the “weak” to confound the 
“powerful” by healing a blind beggar. The Pharisees are caught up at cross purposes with their 
own “observance of the law” - again. A model of institutional bullying and dis/misinforming. 
 When have you been asked to cover up for something inappropriate, but the pressure was too 

much to stand against?  
 If you were able to stand against the pressure, what consequences came against you? 
 How has that event impacted your ability to be engaged in reforming your “societies” of 

family, work, school, faith community, local politics, etc.? 
 What do you need to be honest with yourself and to speak truth to power? 

:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 
Paul, in the 2nd Reading, affirms us in one of his best lines ever:  

You WERE once darkness, but now you ARE light in the Lord. Live as children of light. 
Paul does not write, “you were IN darkness,” but that “you WERE darkness.” He writes 
directly to what conversion sows in us. He calls us to allow the light, sown in us, to shine. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/9?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/9?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/16?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/16?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/5?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031322.cfm


He does not write “you are now IN light,” but that “you ARE light.” 
 Which of these verbs have you been living with in your spiritual journey? Are you 

“surrounded by” the darkness or perceive that you “own” darkness or it “owns” you? 
 With spiritual awakening and reforming your life, do you see that your witness “is Light?” Or 

are you a light bearer, a flashlight fumbling in darkness?  
Here is another mis-thinking, dis-/mis-information of the Grace of Lenten practice and the 
fruit of conversion. “Burdened with sin we can never arise.” “My sin is to much for God to 
forgive!” Luke and Paul attempt to draw us in today’s texts away from that spiritual 
approach. 
In his text, Paul moves from simply affirmation to call us out:  

Awake, O sleeper and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light. 
Mom/Dad yelling from the kitchen (you know the scenario): “For the 50th time! Get out of bed!” 
 What blocks you from seeing the Light within you? 
Luke has Jesus dialoguing with Bartimaeus: “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, 
sir, that I may believe in him?” “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 
 Where have you “seen” Jesus? In whom have you seen him?  
 When have you been able to enter the inner dialogue with the Light that you are? 
 Who has spoken the healing voice of respect to you? With whom have you been that voice? 

 

WE BREAK BREAD IN UNITY AND HOPE: 
Women: We gather (together and at a distance) to re-member how Jesus, your Son, tied us to the Jewish 
Passover of Freedom – sharing bread and (wine/water or a meal)!  As your Christ, Jesus shows us to live 
beyond Fear and in the Way to Peace we share this bread broken apart and healed in us: All: We Thank You: 
(pass some form of bread (a loaf, pita, tortilla, chapati or a meal) with each person breaking off a piece.) 
Men: Confronting Death – what greater Fear is there? – and shedding his blood on the cross washing away our 
sins, Jesus, broken becomes our healing, the compassion that flows in us and through us to the world:  
All: We Thank You: (pass a pitcher of wine, water, juice, etc. to each person. After everyone has poured their 
glass/cup, pray together [repeating after a leader if there are small children present):  
All: and Rising from the dead Christ Frees us of the fear of the deaths of our lives. All: We Thank You. 
Eldest: Jesus Your Christ teaches the Way of Peace transforming the world in which participate.  
Women: The Peace we bear and share in Jesus Your Christ leads us to help reconcile our World to You.  
All: We Thank You! 
Youngest: Creator God, as we long to participate in the Bread and Cup of the parish community  
All: gather us: healing the divisions of fear and closed hearts in the world around us. 
Eldest: We gather as a Household Church, both present and remote, and know our communion of mind and 
heart. We pray then as a church: (take turns praying these petitions) 
 May the communion of our Domestic Church calm our fears, help us disarm ourselves and be peace. 
 In response to the process of Synodality, guide the leadership of our faith community, both lay and clerical, 

as we discern together how best to re-gather ourselves.  
 Inspire our bishop (name) with pastoral balance and attentive wisdom.  
 May Health Care Workers and First Responders we know (names), be safe! Calm their fears! 
 For relief to families struggling to meet the needs of food and finances. May those who have be able to 

share. 
 Rain Peace upon the people, the Churches and their leadership of the Ukraine. May the death, which is war, 

cease!! Heal the wounded souls, psyches and sensibilities of all impacted by the strife. 
 Give comfort to families and friends who know people who have died during this time. 
 (Other prayers)  
All: Our Father, who art in heaven… 
In the Name of the Father. In the Name of the Son. In the Name of the Holy Spirit! We move on! 
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