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J anuary 7, 2022, marked an historic transition, as the 
Franciscan Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe ended 

nearly 120 years of ministry based at San Diego Mission, 
Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico. The Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
had agreed to the transfer of pastoral care last year. 

The last two Franciscans serving at Jemez with Father 
Larry Bernard, pastor, and Father Joseph Gonsalves, 
parochial assistant. In addition to serving Jemez Pueblo, 
the friars also cared for Zia and Santa Ana Pueblos, as well 
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as ministry to Spanish-speaking Catholics in Ponderosa, 
San Ysidro, Cuba and Cañon, New Mexico.

In the first week of January, Father Larry and Joseph 
turned over pastoral responsibilities to the archdiocese 
in the person of Father Jason Pettigrew, 48, a diocesan 
priest ordained in 2018, who now serves as pastor. 

 
History of the mission
The Franciscans of St. John the Baptist Province, based 
in Cincinnati, took over the pastoral care of the Jemez 
mission in March 1902. Father Florentine Meyers was 
the first Franciscan to serve at Jemez. In 1905, Brother 
Lambert Doll came to Jemez as his first assignment in 
New Mexico. He built Jemez Indian School and the 
mission residence.

In 1906, St. Catherine Day School was opened, under 
the care of the Franciscan Sisters of Mishawaka, Indiana 
(who later for a separate congregation, as the Colorado 
Springs Franciscans).
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It was at Jemez in 1919, that then-Father Albert 
Daeger, while repairing a roof at the  mission, received 
word that the Holy Father had appointed him Archbishop 
of Santa Fe. He served from 1919 until his sudden death 
from a fall in December 1932.

Among the friars serving at Jemez, one of the most 
beloved was Father Barnabas Meyer (see photo at right), 
who was pastor and superior of the friars, beginning in 
the 1930s. He was assigned there for three different terms, 
concluding in 1947. Father Barnabas was responsible 
for building the chapel, a stable and workshop. He was 
known to have spoken the Towa language, a skill which 
would have only been possible because he was respected 
and trusted by the Jemez people. Fr. Barnabas gave 72 
years of his life to the Order, dying in 1965 at age 90. 

Thomas Flahie served as beekeeper and postmaster 
at Jemez beginning in the 1950s until his death in 
1975. Beekeeping was already a source of income for 
the mission, which Father Raphael Weisenbach had 
developed. (See photo at right).

The Jemez People
One of 19 pueblos within the State of New Mexico, 
the Pueblo of Jemez has approximately 3,400 tribal 
members. Most of the residents live in the village known 
as Walatowa (in the Pueblo’s native language, Towa, 
meaning “this is the place.”). 

Tribal sovereignty first was recognized  by the 
Spanish Crown, then the government of Mexico, and 
finally the United States, so the Pueblo of Jemez exercises 
considerable independence. A tribal council, governor 
and staff direct  day-to-day government activities, while 
traditional cultural activities are under the direction of 
traditional spiritual leaders.    

According to the Pueblo’s official website, when 
Europeans first came to what would become New Mexico 
in 1541, “the Jemez Nation was one of the largest and most 
powerful of the puebloan cultures, occupying numerous 
puebloan villages that were strategically located on the 
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high mountain mesas and the canyons that surround the 
present pueblo of Walatowa. 

“These stone-built fortresses, often located miles apart 
from one another, were upwards of four stories high and 
contained as many as 3,000 rooms. They now constitute 
some of the largest archaeological ruins in the United 
States.” 

The Jemez Pueblo built their first Catholic Church 
while the Franciscan Alonzo de Lugo was their resident 
missionary. The ruins of that church are in Jemez Springs.  
From the arrival of Spanish colonists in New Mexico in 
1598 until 1680 tensions between governmental authorities 
and Native Americans increased as the Spanish sought to 
enforce Spanish laws and collect taxes from impoverished 
communities. Conditions only grew worse during a ten-year 
drought in the 1670s.  In 1680, many of the Pueblos in New 
Mexico joined together in the most successful Indian action 
against a Euro-American power in US history. The Spanish 
did return in 1692, and the Jemez people merged into the 
one village of Walatowa, where they live today.

According to Fr. Larry Bernard, “Pecos, which would be 
north and east of Santa Fe [also] spoke Towa. But due to 
quite a number of complications, that pueblo diminished 
down to about 35 people. And so [in 1838] they moved over 
here to Jemez. And so now it’s the only place where they 
speak Towa.”  In 1936, both groups became one legal entity. 

Fr. Larry explains that “Jemez is the only place in the 
world now that speaks Towa, and [the young people] learn 
Towa, and they don’t graduate from Head Start if they don’t 
know some Towa.”

Zia Pueblo and Santa Ana Pueblo speak a slightly 
different variation of Keres, the most common Pueblo 
language. Among all the Pueblos, English is generally spoken. 

Photo at top: Jemez Pueblo, procession after Mass with patron saint, 
November 12, 1907; lower photo: Friars gather to place a mission cross 
at Jemez (date unknown) Left to right: Fathers Jerome Hesse and 
Barnabas Meyer; Brother Lambert Doll; Fathers Samuel and Fridolin 
Schuster.
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Memories of Ministry
Fr. Larry remembers “the general joyful lifestyle” among 
the people in these missions. The Pueblo peoples’ “great 
communal dances that are social and religious. [The 
people] pray through dancing their life to honor the 
Creator, giving thanks for the saints and other ancestors.” 

He adds, “Among the Spanish villagers (who all 
speak English) they have the Catholic Faith as their only 
religion, while the Pueblo must expend vast amounts 
of energy to practice the traditional way whereby they 
maintain their unique community identity and then add 
their Catholic way to worship our Creator God. The 
Spanish therefore have more time for things Catholic 
besides getting to Sunday Mass and getting baptized. The 
Spanish would come to parish council meetings far more 
often than the pueblo people.”

Fr. Larry says, “I remember the mutual love that has 
grown through the years and the pain of having to say 
goodbye. But they and we know this is part of our life 
today.”

Father Joseph Gonsalves  tells The Padres’ Trail, “I 
learned that the people of Jemez consider themselves, 
like other Pueblos, different. One lady close to us said 
she remembered her Grandad saying that ‘we have our 
Indian ways and the white man his witchcraft.’ This 
probably refers to the mechanized technology we use 
every day that may have seemed baffling or not of use to 
his culture. Even things like tractors and air conditioning 
are relatively new to some. 

“I had to admire how so many work diligently to till 
the soil—even the old and sometimes women—after they 
have their fields plowed and furrowed by rented tractors 
for irrigation.

“Other Pueblos do not have the privilege of so much 
water for irrigation. When the governor asks the people 
to do something, it gets done….When the time for clearing 
the irrigation ditches comes, everyone that can, gets out 
and helps. They like their culture of community life and 
would rather live more closely clustered in town than 
farther apart out on the larger farm plots. So I would say 
that the Pueblo people are far more hard-working than 
we generally give them credit.” 

Fr. Joseph says, “I will miss the people of the Pueblo 
of Jemez and the other Pueblo people who were, in the 
large, very friendly.” 

He adds that “the Hispanic communities were a very 
strong, but small group of church-goers that, although 
elderly, still loved to go to Mass—faithfully through the 

pandemic…so I got to know them well and they were 
very generous with their time…and invited us into their 
homes and lives as well.”

At the “closing Mass” for the Spanish parish of San Ysidro, Provincial Minister 
Ron Walters presided, assisted by Fathers Larry Bernard and Joseph Gosalves 
(left and right, respectively).
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S ix Franciscan OFM Provinces are working toward 
a day in October 2023 when over 700 friars living 

from coast-to-coast in the United States will become one 
unified group. 

We are familiar with mergers in the secular world. 
Chances are the company we bank with has changed 
names several times over its life. Our movies and TV 
shows—and now our telephone and internet services are 
provided by corporate giants who constantly are merging.

But how unusual is the merger of “provinces”—
the regional groupings of Franciscans serving parishes, 
schools and other ministries?

To answer this question, The Padres’ Trail spoke 
with Franciscan Father Jack Clark Robinson. Fr. Jack is 
an historian specializing in the history of Franciscans in 
the United States. After serving six years as provincial 

THE ROAD TO UNION:  
Toward A New Province
by Greg Friedman, OFM

minister of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province, he was 
tapped last year to join the Office of “Restructuring and 
Revitalization” (R&R), to serve as assistant to Father 
Larry Ford, who directs the office. This office coordinates 
the complex process of uniting the six participating U.S. 
provinces: Holy Name, St. John the Baptist, Sacred Heart, 
Assumption, Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Barbara. 
The R&R Office in turn reports to the six provincial 
ministers—working under the authority of the order’s 
general administration in Rome.

We began by asking Fr. Jack about the history of 
“mergers” among Franciscans. Jack recalled what the 
late Father John Vaughn, who served as general minister 
of the Franciscans, once remarked, “Friars do not live to 
support structures. Structures exist to support the life 
and ministry of the friars.”

Group photo by the Hip Photography
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Fr. Jack went on to explain that “provinces” were 
an innovation soon after St. Francis began to live the 
Gospel life. The Rule of the friars approved in 1223 called 
for provinces, however, he added, “restructuring was 
constantly taking place.” Friars were sent to various parts 
of Europe and the Middle East. “All of this is a part of our 
nature.” Though friars “think of a province as the natural 
order of things…each province began as an innovation in 
response to a perceived need of the moment.”

And so present-day friars in the U.S. are “looking at 
what structure will best serve the life and ministry of the 
friars in the United States in 2022 and 2032 and 2050.” 
Beginning in 2012, provincial planners, recalled Fr. Jack, 
“realized that seven separate provinces, each one with its 
own minister, provincial, each one with its own council, 
each one with its own secretary, treasurer, all of those 
things…was not going to best serve Franciscan life, nor 
Franciscan ministry.”

Urged on by then-General Minister Jose Carballo, 
the seven U.S. provinces in 2012 named a commission 
representing each province. Within a year, the 
commission had concluded that continuing as seven 

Photo above: Friars at the 2019 Chapter of 
Mats, Denver, Colorado (photo by Octavio 
Duran, OFM); photo at lower right: Pope 
Leo XIII, who unified three separate parts 
of the Franciscan First Order (Wikimedia 
Commons).

separate provinces was not sustainable. Fr. Jack, who 
served on the commission, explained its conclusion: “We 
looked carefully at the demographics.” The provinces 
were aging and diminishing in numbers, “the result of 
all kinds of factors, most of which we had no control 
over. “The Order is itself enfleshed in the Church, in a 
society, and in a culture, just as Christ was Incarnate in a 
particular time and place.”

In the history of the Order, Fr. Jack said, like an 
accordion, “Provinces have split and then provinces have 
come back together…Sometimes that means you need to 
expand the number of structures, and sometimes that 
means you need to contract the number of structures.”

In fact, the present-day Order of Friars Minor, he 
pointed out, was the results “of a reunification in the 
1890s….[Pope Leo XIII] joined together the various 
reform movements that had been part of the Order of 
Friars Minor.” These diverse groups had themselves 
come about “because they had earlier split to serve the 
ministry and life of the friars.”

Our own province of Our Lady of Guadalupe itself 
was formed in 1985, when friars of St. John the Baptist 

Province decided that the best way to serve 
the life of the people in the Southwest U.S. 
was to create a separated province.

Three years after the original commission 
report, six of the original seven provinces 
decided to pursue one new province. After 
a time of discernment, in May 2018, the 
friars in those provinces held separate, 
though simultaneous meetings and voted to 
request of the general minister of the Order 
to suppress their individual provinces to be 
united as one new province.

It’s now 2022, and the date has been set 
for October 2023 for what will be called the 
“Chapter of Union,” when that new province, 
with a new name, will come into existence. 
It will incorporate some 700-plus friars, with 
central administration located in an as-yet-
to-be-designated city. 

As the year 2021 was ending, the 
R&R process took on a sense of urgency. 
Meetings—mostly by Zoom—began to 
multiply. The six minister provincials meet 
regularly. Two commissions are at work 
to examine fraternal life and ministries, 
respectively. A number of working groups, 
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composed of those who hold offices by 
appointment (e.g., communicators, treasurers, 
vocation promoters, etc.) are considering new 
structures. In addition, self-selected “interest 
groups” of friars are meeting around particular 
ministry or particular lifestyles or ministries.

An outside consulting firm has been 
engaged. According to Fr. Jack, “The 
consultants are helping us see what we need 
to do to work together as one organization. 
But the friars and the laypeople working with 
the friars and offices within the different 
provinces are doing the work. And we have to 
do the work, because we have to bring who we 
are to the new province, as well as adjusting to 
working together.” 

For the readers of The Padres’ Trail—be 
it a parishioner in the southwest missions or 
someone who has contributed financially to 
our life or who has met the friars “along the 
way”—I asked Fr. Jack, “What will those folks see 
come 2023?” 

His response: “There will be a new name 
for the province. But the work, the ministry, 
the way friars work, and the care, compassion, 
concern that the friars have for those on the 
margins…that work will continue.”

Our final question: What’s your guess about 
the shape of Franciscan mission in the U.S. after 
the union? To this “crystal-ball” speculation, 
Fr. Jack answered, “I don’t have a guess. I have 
a dream…There will still be active, energetic, 
compassionate, caring, hardworking friars…
maybe in 50 places in the United States. 
They will be doing what friars have always 
done—trying to hear the gospel from those 
on the margins and proclaim it to those who 
haven’t heard it.” Given the aging population 
of friars currently, he added, “There will be 
a retired support group of friars of a certain 
age, who will be praying hard for those friars 
who will be working…. Some of those working 
friars will be dedicating themselves to taking care of the 
brothers who are no longer working…. It’s like a family 
with grandparents who are constantly praying for their 
grandkids and grandkids who are learning from the 
grandparents and the parents in the middle who are 
trying to keep everything together.” 

Photo at top: Friars participate in a Zoom meeting to discuiss the 
restructuring and renewal of Franciscan life in the US; middle photo: Friars in 
communications at a meeting in February 2017discuss plans for the merger of 
provinces (photo courtesy of Jack Clark Robinson, OFM); bottom photo: Friars 
at the 2019 Chapter of Mats, Denver, Colorado (photos by Frank Jasper, OFM).
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F R I A R  N E W S

Hilaire (Paul) Valiquette was born on November 24, 
1937, in Dayton, Ohio, to Howard Valiquette (+1993) and 
Catherine (O’Brien) Valiquette (+1977.) His siblings were 
Lee and Lois Ann, both deceased. He is survived by his 
sister-in-law, Linda. 

After attending St. Francis High School Seminary, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Paul was invested as a Franciscan novice 
on August 15, 1955, and received the name Hilaire.  He 
professed his first vows on August 16, 1956, at St. Anthony 
National Shrine, Cincinnati, Ohio. He made his solemn 
vows in the chapel of Duns Scotus College, Southfield, 
Michigan, on August 16, 1959, and was ordained priest on 
June 5, 1964, at St. Leonard College, Dayton, Ohio, by the 
Most Reverend Rembert Kowalski, OFM.

Following ordination, Fr. Hilaire spent a year 
of further priestly formation at St. Boniface Parish, 
Louisville, Kentucky. In 1966 he was given permission 
to study language at the Katholische Facultat Scule in 
Trier, Germany.  Upon his return to the United States in 
1967, he taught at Bishop Luers High School, Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana, for one year. 

Motivated by an interest in working among those 
on the margins of society, Hilaire moved to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where he spent the next 11 years in the city’s “Over-
the-Rhine” area working from St. Francis Parish, where 
the friary included the headquarters of the Cincinnati 
Province of St. John the Baptist. He became part of 
an ecumenical inner-city effort known as the “Basin 

Veteran Scholar and 
Missionary Laid to Rest: 
Hiaire Valiquette  
(1937-2022)

Ministry.” In conjunction with the federal government’s 
“Model Cities” program, he served as planner and 
administrator of the Over-the-Rhine Development 
Corporation. In 1975, he was named associate pastor at 
St. Francis Seraph, later becoming pastor.

In 1978, Fr. Hilaire moved to the Southwest, 
beginning a long ministry career which focused primarily 
on the missions serving with the Pueblo peoples—based 
at the missions of Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico, and later, 
Pena Blanca, New Mexico. Between 1978 and 1991, Fr. 
Hilaire not only served as a minister among the Pueblo 
and Hispanic people, but also earned a doctoral degree 
in linguistic anthropology from the University of New 
Mexico.  His involvement with the people did not stop 
at the church door. In Pena Blanca he was a member of 
the volunteer fire department and an emergency first 
responder (EMT).  

In 1991, once again going to those on the margins, 
Hilaire traveled to Western Australia at the request of the 
Christian Brothers community at their school in Balgo 
Hills. 

He returned to Pueblo ministry in 2002, serving at St. 
Augustine Parish, Isleta, New Mexico, for eight years, in 
what would be his final parochial assignment, curtailed 
by health problems in 2010.

Hilaire regained sufficient health to travel to the 
Philippines as a missionary from 2012 to 2018. In his six 
years in the there, he served as a instructor at Our Lady 
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of the Angels Seminary in Quezon City, editor-in-chief of 
Itinerarium, spiritual director of novices, and proofreader 
of The Communicator (official magazine of the Province 
of San Pedro Bautista in the Philippines). 

The current provincial minister of San Pedro 
Bautista Province, Father Cielito Almazan, wrote of Fr. 
Hilaire, “[H]is commitment, dedication and missionary 
zeal certainly touched the lives of our friars and the many 
people he had served most especially our aspirants and 
the young friars. The province is indeed grateful to God 
and to your province for allowing him to share with us 
our joys and sorrows in the Philippines.”

In 2018, Fr. Hilaire returned to the United States 
to retire at San Juan Diego Friary, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.  

Following in the legacy of pioneer Southwest 
Franciscan scholars such as Father Berard Haile, 
Father Hilaire amassed an impressive list of academic 
accomplishments. He consulted with schools at 
Laguna and Acoma Pueblos and advised other Pueblo 
communities in the preservation of language and culture. 
He served the Archdiocese of Santa Fe in a similar 
capacity. In Australia, he compiled a dictionary and 
grammar of the Kukatja dialect of the Western Desert 
Language (Australian Aborigine). In 1990, he had earned 
a Ph.D. in anthropological linguistics from the University 
of New Mexico. His doctoral dissertation was “A Study 
for a Lexicon of Laguna Keresan.” 

From 2012 to 2018, Father Hilaire taught and wrote in the Philippines (photos 
above by Jack Clark Robinson, OFM). In retirement at San Juan Diego Friary, 
Albuquerque, he continued his lifelong love of academic study. 

Hilaire was an accomplished linguist who read, 
spoke and wrote many languages including Keresan 
(Pueblo tongue), Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Spanish and 
German. He lists “other languages studied” as Russian, 
Dutch, Korean and Japanese. He pursued research in a 
many indigenous tongues and taught these languages as 
well. A bibliography he compiled in 2000 listed over 25 
articles and papers which he had either authored or co-
authored up to that time—the majority of these studied 
the Keresan language, spoken in seven Pueblos. (The 
Wikipedia entry on the language cites Hilaire’s research.) 

For his Franciscan brothers, Hilaire was active 
in institutional planning and helped to organize the 
governing meetings (chapters) for the Southwest 
Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, of which he was 
a founding and served as a member of the Provincial 
Council.
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Father Jack Clark Robinson, who served as Hilaire’s 
provincial minister for six years, noted, “I have always 
admired both Hilaire’s tenacity and sheer will power.  At 
a time when most would have long thought it time to take 
it easy, Hilaire was ready for new challenges.  He was over 
70 years old when he went to the Philippines, where he 
not only taught Greek and Hebrew to young friars, but 
he also served as the English language editor for every 
publication of the friars and faculty of the seminary while 
he was there.  I surreptitiously took this picture of Hilaire 
(see previous page) while visiting him in Manila. The 
picture speaks to me of the deep faith that underlay all of 
Hilaire’s accomplishments.” 

On social media, one of his parishioners commented, 
“My sincere condolences and prayers are with all of 
you! I will never forget Fr. Hilaire, especially when he 
presided over many feast day Masses at my home Pueblo 
of Laguna. He prayed the Mass in our traditional Keres 
language and truly helped us integrate our customs and 
traditions with Catholicism.” Another parishioner wrote, 
“Father Hilaire was a wonderful priest and well loved. He 
served many years at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in 
Peña Blanca. He was kind and thoughtful.”

Hilaire’s surviving classmates in the Order are: 
Fathers Joe Ricchini and Murray Bodo, and Brother Louis 
Lamping of SJB Province, and Father Joe Nelson of OLG 
Province.

The friars of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province 
received the body of Fr. Hilaire at San Juan Diego 
Friary on Tuesday, February 15, at Holy Family Parish, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, where the funeral Mass 
took place. Burial followed at Mount Calvary Cemetery, 
Albuquerque.

Memorial donations in honor of Fr. Hilaire 
may be sent to Southwest Franciscan Missions, 
P.O. Box 12395, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87195-0395.

At right, from top: The friars sing the traditional hymn to the Blesssed 
Mother for a happy death, the Ultima. At Mount Calvary Cemetery, they 
accompanied Father Hilaire’s body to the gravesite, and watched as a 
member of Laguna Pueblo placed traditional offerings into the grave. 

(Photos by Bruce Michalek, OFM)
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LENT IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC

February/March 2022

Dear Friend of the Missions,

There are days when it seems as if we are living inside 
of a bad dream and can’t wake up. The coronavirus has 
changed how we live. Wearing face masks and social 
distancing is now the new norm and vaccinations are 
more commonplace. When will it end? Only God knows.

This past year has been bittersweet for our Southwest 
Franciscans. The virus has forced us to literally shut 
down most of our activities. Our day-to-to day life has 
been altered. Face masks, social distancing and online 
meetings have become commonplace. 

COVID was not the only challenge that we had to 
deal with in 2021. Our diminishing friar population due 
to death and old age forced us to give up our ministry 
at the Jemez Pueblo. Father Larry Bernard and Joseph 
Gonsalves left the mission and are now serving in 
other assignments. Jemez  is now under the care of the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. It was a painful decision but we 
had no choice because our numbers are diminishing.

Through all of these trials your  spiritual and financial 
support have been phenomenal. Our income for 2021 was 
just over $400,000 and our expenses came in at $105,000. 
You graced us with large amounts of much-needed face 
masks, clothing, school supplies and gift cards for the 
children. Your prayer support was also overwhelming.

On a more positive note, we welcomed a new 
Franciscan candidate into our 
ranks. Jesus Eber comes to us from 
Chihuahua, Mexico. He is living 
with us here  in Albuquerque as 
he discerns his vocation. Please 
remember him and our two other 
young friars in your daily prayers.

The Church has a spiritual 
antidote for breaking the monotony 
of the pandemic. We call it Lent and it began on Ash 
Wednesday. Ashes as a symbol of penance is an ancient 
part of our Catholic Christian tradition. They remind 
us of our need to renew our baptismal commitment to 

Christ. 
Lent is more than a time for us to do penance. It’s 

also a time to look at our Catholic Christian lives to 
see if anything needs to be “fine-tuned.” What are your 
plans for Lent? Instead of focusing on the “nots” I would 
suggest doing something positive. Take time each day to 
get away from the distractions and temptations of this 
world. Give some extra time to the Lord. During this holy 
season of Lent, consider doing something special for 
others as an act of unsolicited love. Those you reach out 
to will be surprised and so will you, as you experience the 
joy of helping someone in their time of need.

I encourage you to share your Lenten sacrificial 
practices with your children and grandchildren. They 
won’t learn about our Catholic Faith Traditions unless 
you share it with them.

If during the course of your Lenten journey   you 
discover a simpler lifestyle leaves you with some extra 
funds (one less beverage each day, fewer movies, nine holes 
of golf instead of 18, or 25 cents each time you have a negative 
thought about someone?) you can be sure that our Southwest 
Franciscan Missions would be most appreciative of help. 
May God bless you and your loved ones! Let us continue 
to pray for each other and especially for peace in our 

world.

Peace and All Good!

Br. Bruce, OFM
Brother Bruce Michalek, O.F.M.,
Provincial Director of Development,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province
https://swfranciscans.org/

P.S. We have a limited number of “Little Black Book” Lenten 
Meditations available if you are interested. It contains a six-
minute daily meditation for every day of Lent and it is published 
by the Diocese of Saginaw, MI. We will gladly send one to you 
while our supply lasts.
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