
Our Household Church: A Heart Full of Infectious Mercy 

Palm Sunday: 10 April 2022 
 
All: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Eldest: Creator God, you have brought us here together. All: We can give you thanks and praise for all 
the wonderful things you do with us, for us and through us for one another.  
Youngest: We thank you for all that is beautiful in the world and for the happiness you have given us. 
Women: We praise you for daylight and for your word which lights up our minds.  
Men: We praise you for the earth, and all the people who live on it,  
All: and for our life which comes from you. We Praise You! We Thank You! We Serve You! 
Youngest: We know that you are good. Eldest: You love us and do great things for us.  
Fathers: Father, you are always thinking about your people; All: you never forget us.  
Mothers: You sent your Son Jesus, who gave his life for us and who came to save us.  
Children: He cured sick people; he cared for those who were poor and wept with those who were sad. 
Eldest: He forgave sinners and taught us to forgive each other.  
All: He loves everyone and showed us how to be kind. He took children in his arms and blessed them.  
God our Father, all over the world your people praise you. So now we pray with the whole Church: 
with (Francis), our pope and {N}, our bishop. We pray for {N}, our pastor, [for N our deacon].  
Women: In heaven Mary, Mother of the Church, the apostles, all the saints and some of our family 
members {name some} always sing your praise. Men: Now we join with them and with the angels to 
adore you as we say: All: We Praise You! We Thank You! We Serve You! 
 
BREAKING OPEN THE WORD 
Today’s Gospel is Luke 19:28-40 read for the entrance (Palm Blessing). For today’s complete Readings 
with the text of the Passion click here . While someone reads the Gospel, listen well. BE ATTENTIVE TO THE 
IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN 
YOUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s): 
 What are the titles of Jesus that you are aware of in prayer, the Liturgy, movies?  
 Which of the titles of Jesus seem to fit with your Spirituality? 
 How have these titles developed for you? 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 
The people of Jerusalem, millennialists (people perpetually predicting the “end time”) among 
them, were waiting for the liberator of the People to free them from foreign domination. 
Apparently, Jesus’ followers came to recognize Jesus as this type of liberator. 
 What brought the disciples and other engaged observers (i.e., Pilate’s wife and Nicodemus, 

among others) to take stock in Jesus as being somehow connected with God and their 
messianic hope? 

 What was drawing the Pharisees, Sadducees and some of the Temple’s priests “mad” that 
Jesus was out and about? Why did they want to silence Jesus? 

 In response to the attitude of opposition from so many, Jesus said, “I tell you, if [the people 
themselves] keep silent, the stones will cry out!”  

 What was the point that Jesus was making to his opponents by saying, “The rocks and stones 
themselves swill start to sing!”? 

:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 
 MORE   

 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/19?28
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041022.cfm


 
 

Charles McCarthy, Franciscan: www.swfranciscans.org  
The prayer is based on Eucharistic Prayer for Children I, Dublin Archdiocese, 2012 

http://litmus.dublindiocese.ie/2012/01/eucharistic-prayer-for-children-1-2/ 

Fast forward to Palm Sunday, 2022.  
 List some of the followers/believers/admirers of significant game changers today of whom you 

are aware or observe in your neighborhood, family (perhaps), or in greater society.  
 What actions or words, witness or challenge draws you to be aware of them? 
 What in their message is strong enough to overcome being silenced?  

 What of their message would cause “the rocks and stones themselves [to] cry out!” if they were 
silenced? 

:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 

 What, in Jesus’ message through the Gospel, challenges you to re-form your life? 
 What New Testament/Gospel awareness has impacted your life?  
 What actions or words, witness or challenge draw you to be aware of impactful teachings or 

witness? 
 What in their message is strong enough to overcome being silenced?  

 What of their message would/has cause/d you to switch gears and to offer witness toward the 
Common Good? 

 What’s your plan to get the message singing? 
 
 

BREAKING AND SHARING BREAD (some do this in the context of a meal) 
All: God our Father, you are most holy, and we want to show you that we are grateful. 
Eldest: We do now what Jesus told us to do. Youngest: We invite you Father and Jesus to our table.  
Women: We break and share this bread longing for the bread that gives us life. All: Help us share our 
table with the poor, refugees and people without homes. [Pass some form of bread from person to person. 
After everyone has had a chance to eat the bread, continue:] 
Men: We also share something to drink at our table. It represents our longing for the cup that saves us.  
[Pass a pitcher with a beverage. After everyone has had a chance to drink the beverage, continue:]  
Eldest: Jesus brings us to you. Youngest: Welcome us as you welcome him. All: Help us welcome 
others as you welcome us. Let us seek Peace together and follow in her way. 
 

MY LORD AND MY GOD. 
Youngest: Father, because you love us, you invite us to come to your table.  
All: Fill us with the joy of the Holy Spirit as we share the body and blood of your Son in our actions. 
Parents: Lord, you never forget any of your children.  
All: Help us respond to the need of children without homes. 
Eldest: Remember everyone who is suffering from pain or sorrow.  
All: Inspire Christians everywhere and all other people in the world. 
Eldest: We are filled with wonder and praise when we see what you do for us through Jesus your Son,  
All:  We Praise You! We Thank You! We Respect You! 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven… 
All:  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen!    
 

 

http://www.swfranciscans.org/
http://litmus.dublindiocese.ie/2012/01/eucharistic-prayer-for-children-1-2/
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