
Our Household Church: So! Now What Do We Do? 

2nd Sunday of Easter: 24 April 2022 
 
All: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Eldest: Creator God, you have brought us here together. All: We can give you thanks and praise for all 
the wonderful things you do with us, for us and through us for one another.  
Youngest: We thank you for all that is beautiful in the world and for the happiness you have given us. 
Women: We praise you for daylight and for your word which lights up our minds.  
Men: We praise you for the earth, and all the people who live on it, All: and for our life which comes 
from you. We Praise You! We Thank You! We Serve You! 
Youngest: We know that you are good. Eldest: You love us and do great things for us.  
Fathers: Father, you are always thinking about your people; All: you never forget us.  
Mothers: You sent your Son Jesus, who gave his life for us and who came to save us.  
Children: He cured sick people; he cared for those who were poor and wept with those who were sad. 
Eldest: He also forgave sinners and taught us to forgive each other.  
All: More importantly, Jesus loved everyone and showed us how to be kind.  
Children: He took children in his arms and blessed them.  
All: Creator God, all over the world your people praise you. So now we pray with the whole Church: 
with Francis, our pope and {N}, our bishop. We pray for {N}, our pastor, [for {N (and N) our deacon.  
Women: In heaven Mary, Mother of the Church, the apostles, the saints as well as of our family 
members {name some} always sing your praise. Men: Now we join with them and with the angels to 
adore you as we say: All: We Praise You! We Thank You! We Serve You! 
 

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD 
For today’s complete Readings click here . Read each reading, Acts 5:12-16 and Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-
13, 17-19 and he Gospel John 20:19-31 Listen while the Scripture(s) are read. BE ATTENTIVE TO THE IMAGE 
BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. After the reading, share what you heard. Then proceed with the 
following. 
How many times have you been up against a “So! Now What Do We Do?” situation?!?! Perhaps 
a flat tire on the way to school/work; heavy rains on at door family event; offered a promotion 
as you were ready to jump ship; a “Guess what, hon!?!?” surprise from your spouse or partner!! 
 Do any such challenges in your life come to mind? Anyone willing to share?   
 If the surprise was on the positive end of the spectrum of surprises, what did you feel? 
 How did you proceed? How long did you keep it to yourself? 
 If the surprise was hurtful or difficult to bear, to whom/where did you go for solace? 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 
During Easter Season, the Sunday’s 1st Readings are taken from the Acts of the Apostles. The 
Church, in our Liturgy (Public Works), teaches us to focus on the traditions of the Faith Community. 
Luke, the likely author of Acts, brings us to Jerusalem with Jesus in his Gospel account. In Acts, Luke 
mirrors Jesus’ activities as seen in the life of Jesus. Luke has us accompany the apostles on their way 
out from Jerusalem to the world – where we live, today. 
 Which of the stories about Jesus healing someone, in Luke, mirror the healing action by Peter’s 
“shadow” in the 1st Reading? How do you understand each story – separately and together? 
 How have you used your “surprise” story as a metaphor of your life and action? (In what way?) 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/042422.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/5?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/1?9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/1?9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20?19


 
 

Charles McCarthy, Franciscan: www.swfranciscans.org  
The prayer is based on Eucharistic Prayer for Children I, Dublin Archdiocese, 2012 

http://litmus.dublindiocese.ie/2012/01/eucharistic-prayer-for-children-1-2/ 

John, in the selection from the Book of Revelations, points out how his witness to Jesus’ 
teaching and action as worthy of having him imprisoned. 
 What in your life could have gotten you in “trouble” with the “the temple authorities?” 
 ‘What do you think allows the apostle John the confidence to relate nonchalantly as 

expressed in the 2nd Reading? 
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 
Now that we are a week into the Easter Season, we have read in the Liturgical texts several 
accounts of Jesus making himself know among the disciples. They read at once as audaciously 
surprising to the disciples and at the same time good medicine toward confidence to break out 
of the upper room. 
 Put yourself in the context of this week’s texts re-telling for us the encounters with the 

Resurrected Christ! Which of the personalities mentions, can you best fit into the shoes of? 
 Peace in Loss! Peace in re-tooling understanding of personal role in witnessing to and 

0proclaiming the Gospel. Where’s the upper room (place of the Last Supper) where you could 
think to go to share your experience of the Resurrected (whatever that means) One!? 
 At whose “table” have you come to know the Resurrected One and began to understand the 

voice of the Gospel? 
 When has your personal doubting, sense of “deception,” or your rethinking of Gospel 

sensibilities brought you to a more robust appreciation for a Gospel expression? 
  

BREAKING AND SHARING BREAD (some do this in the context of a meal) 
All: God our Father, you are most holy, and we want to show you that we are grateful. 
Eldest: We do now what Jesus told us to do. Youngest: We invite you Father and Jesus to our table.  
Women: We break and share this bread longing for the bread that gives us life. All: Help us share our 
table with the poor, refugees and people without homes. [Pass some form of bread from person to person. After 
everyone has had a chance to eat the bread, continue:] 
Men: We also share something to drink at our table. It represents our longing for the cup that saves us.  
[Pass a pitcher with a beverage. Have everyone pour for the next person. After everyone has had a chance to drink the 
beverage, continue:]  
Eldest: Jesus brings us to you. Youngest: Welcome us as you welcome him. All: Help us welcome 
others as you welcome us. Let us seek Peace together and follow in her way. 
 

My Lord and My God. 
Youngest: Father, because you love us, you invite us to come to your table.  
All: Fill us with the joy of the Holy Spirit as we share the body and blood of your Son in our actions. 
Parents: Lord, you never forget any of your children.  
All: Help us respond to the need of children without homes. 
Eldest: Remember everyone who is suffering from pain or sorrow.  
All: Inspire Christians everywhere and all other people in the world. 
Eldest: We are filled with wonder and praise when we see what you do for us through Jesus your Son,  
All:  We Praise You! We Thank You! We Respect You! 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven… 
All:  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen!    

http://www.swfranciscans.org/
http://litmus.dublindiocese.ie/2012/01/eucharistic-prayer-for-children-1-2/
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