
Breaking Open the Word:  Life’s a Metaphor 
Corpus Christi Sunday / 19 June 2022 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
Today’s Gospel is Luke 9:11b-17. Each of the Readings can be read or simply the Gospel. 1st 
Reading: Genesis 14:18-20  ; 2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. WHILE SOMEONE READS THE 
SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING 
TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR 
EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other:  
Just imagine that! Melchizedek, Priest-King of Salem (City of Peace), gets defeated by Abram and 
his retinue only to be forced to celebrate a thanksgiving sacrifice honoring the Living God = Abram’s 
God!! How demeaning is that?!? 
 When have you lost a debate, a physical fight or some other embarrassing event only to find 

out that you had to give a toast to him/them in the Victory Meal? How was that for you? 
 And then! On top of that, Melchizedek tithed 10% of his “everything!” What would 10% of 

“everything” mean? …wealth and what else? 
  Relate that to Jesus’ teaching of “if a so-n-so” requires a mile of you, so walk 2 miles! etc. 

Normally, when we think of the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, we connect it directly to the 
Eucharistic Liturgy’s words of institution and the Blessed Sacrament. The text of the 2nd Reading 
from Paul to the Corinthians, indeed, is Paul’s retelling (though he was not an eyewitness) of the 
Last Supper. Paul focuses directly on the event and specific words which we still use, hear and pray 
today – universally.  
 How would St. Paul have come to know those words? 
 How do these words compare with accounts of the institution of the Eucharist with the Gospel 

accounts? 
 To what else is the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ linked to? The Eucharist as we know it 

in the Liturgy and the Blessed Sacrament. But to what else? Sit with that a moment. 
Today’s Gospel of Luke takes the notion of the Body and Blood of Christ beyond how we 
limit it. Five loaves and two fish become enough to meet the hunger of the people.  
 How are fish and bread Eucharist?  
We observe Jesus identifying with the people in need and sharing with them beyond what 
they seek him. The Body and Blood of Jesus connects to us wherever we encounter need. It 
includes the command, “Give them some food yourselves."    
 Where then do we encounter the Body and Blood of Christ? 
 Where and when then are we called to be the Body and Blood of Christ? 
That potentially takes us back to the 1st Reading. Melchizedek, an enemy king and priest of a 
foreign god is vanquished by Abram, servant of the Living God. Abram then commands the 
foreign-god-worshipper to offer Thanksgiving Sacrifice to the Living God. Melchizedek complies 
and, in addition, tithes his entire self, household and wealth. 
 What is our daily connection to the Body and Blood of Christ? 
 What is our daily compliance with Give them food yourselves: being the Body and Blood of Christ? 
 

PRAYER OF THANKS AND PRIASE 
Men: We thank you for each of us gathered here hoping to come to know you better in one another.  
All: May our lives grow in deeper appreciation of your presence in us. 
Women: We pray for all who are alone and live in a darkened world. All: Help us be light for them. 
All: Help us be catalysts of change and channels of hope. 
Additional Prayers:        Our Father who art in heaven…  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/9?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/genesis/14?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/11?23
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