
Breaking Open the Word:  Alive in Trust 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time: 31 July 2022 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
Today’s Gospel is Luke 10:38-42. Each of the Readings can be read or simply the Gospel. 1st 
Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a; 2nd Reading: Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11. WHILE SOMEONE READS THE 
SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING 
TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR 
EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other:  
 When have you had to go through the reading of a will?  
 How was the process? Did anyone get disgruntled about who was “getting” what? How was 

the issue resolved? 
 Were there any relational difficulties as residue of the distribution? How long did they last? 
 If resolved, who facilitated the change of heart? 

Qoeleth (there’s an original name for boy babies!), in Ecclesiastes, and Jesus, in Luke, are giving us a 
call out about the bloating that takes place from ego and possessiveness. Qoeleth is commenting on 
our persona. Jesus is talking about stuff. Some of it is property and inheritance.  Some of it owns us. 
Some other do we claim to own. 
 When your relationships, finances or “ownership” of things gets out of balance, how does it 

impact your energy, focus, relationships and engagement in your life? …your quality of life? 
 With whom do you talk to hear yourself speak and perhaps clarify what the decision is which 

is needed to balance the relationship? 
 Is the imbalance yours? …of the situation/other person? …or a combination of the two? 
 Any vanity getting in the way of addressing the situation? 

Jesus takes the tack that the situation is a bit like hoarding!  The man in Jesus’ story is gathering the 
wealth to himself - solo, solito! And – VOILA! - here comes Sister Death! When possessions accrue, the 
owner often becomes the property. The possession can be actual things. Or we can try to “own” a spouse, 
or a child! There are people who connect their worth to a position, or office assuming the two are one 
and the same with the ego! Meaning is derived from what is presumed to owned!  
 What’s your experience with people who value property more than people? 
 What experience have you had with people viewing people as property? 
 How have either of those scenarios impacted your life? 
 If you have ben the object of being possessed, how have worked to become free? 
 Where has your freedom lead you? 
  

Intentions for the World in Which We Live! 

For the Church: Creator, help us recognize our dependence upon you for all things. Help 
us let go of our attempts to control our own lives. 
 
For conversion of our hearts: Creator, draw us to the commitments of seeking the truth, 
to use our resources for others, and altruistic.  
 
For a greater sense of the common good: Creator sensitize us to recognize that your gifts 
are for the benefit of the whole human family.   

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?38
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Genesis/18?1


Prayer text based on EP IV  
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

  
For freedom from anxiety: Creator, help us to guard against the illusions of wealth, fame, 
power, or control. Help our lives be free of these. 
 
For an end to discrimination: Creator, dawn in us the ability to recognize the dignity of 
each person. May we never judge people on appearance, status in life, nor cultural origin. 
 
For people whose poverty is a burden: Creator, sustain people burdened by poverty each 
day. Open new opportunities for them to use their gifts. Open our hearts to be generous in 
their time of need. 
 
For people who live in the midst of violence: Creator, break the cycle of violence, protect 
them from harm, and bring peace to their communities 
 
For teachers: As teachers prepare for the coming school year, Creator, inspire them with 
ways to assist each of their students and help them to promote the growth and 
development of each of them. 
 
For wisdom and inspiration for government and legislative leaders: Creator give leaders 
in the government gain insight into the issues.  
 
For peace: Creator open new opportunities for dialogue between national leaders. 
Creator, increase their concern for the common good, and free them from the constraints 
of their egos. 
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