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“Y ou could call it ‘Chapter Lite,’” said Father 
Patrick Schafer, who organized the Chapter 

of Mats at Holy Cross Retreat Center. It was the first 
formal gathering for the whole province since the start 
of the global pandemic. Twenty-seven men attended 
the gathering, enjoying an easy mix of fraternity and 
business. Evenings—Monday through Wednesday were 
free for conversation and games. Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings were given over to presentations: 
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•	 Fr. Patrick on how Pope Francis’ two groundbreaking 
encyclicals, Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti, can guide 
our ongoing renewal as friars. 

•	 Provincial Minister Father Ron Walters presented 
a statistical “snapshot” of the province and offered 
his take on how we must view our future, based 
on our current age and number of friars available 
for ministry. In doing so, Fr. Ron offered some 
challenges as we approach the formation of the new 
province.

•	 Father Larry Ford (HNP) who coordinates the 
process of bringing together six US OFM provinces 
(R&R Office) into one coast-to-coast province, gave 
updates on plans to structure the new province 
into fraternal “hubs” and also provided background 
on the possible choices for the location of the new 
provincial headquarters. Larry was assisted by Father 



2

Jack Clark Robinson, who assists him in the R&R 
Office. Together, they answered friars’ questions 
about the overall process.

On Wednesday night, the friars celebrated the 
profession anniversaries of Brother José Rodriguez 
(delayed from last year) and Brother Efrén Quintero, 
both marking 25 years in the Order.  Three other friars 
celebrating profession anniversaries, who could not 
attend, will be honored at a later date: Fathers Larry 
Schrieber (70 years ), Richard Rohr (60 years) and 
Brother Ricardo Garcia(50 years). 

On Tuesday evening, Brother Gordon Boynkin 
was installed in the ministries of lector and acolyte—as 
approved recently by the Provincial Council, in view of 
Gordon’s work with the Secular Franciscans (OSF), so 
that he might minister at various liturgies for the OSF.
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Father Ron delivers his “State of the Province” 
presentation to the friars.

Brother Efrén (at right with Fr. Ron) 
marked 25 years as a friar.

Fathers Jack Clark Robinson and Larry Ford updated the friars on the 
R+R process--the formation of the new “coast-to-coast” province.

Brother José Rodriguez (top left with Fr. Ron) marked 25 years as a friar. Brother 
Gordon Boynkin (top right) received the ministries of acolyte and lector. Below: 
The friars bless Brothers José and Efrén, jubilarians in the Order. 
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Jamboree Gathering
by Noé Alfaro-Casas, OFM

From June 1-3, all the friars in simple vows from the six provinces 
in the United States had our annual “Jamboree” gathering in San 
Diego, California, at the Old Mission San Luis Rey. The purpose of 
this gathering was to get to know each other and shared a variety 
of activities. 

Some 50 friars were present, including friars in simple vows 
and solemnly professed (who are continuing their studies). The 
setting for the three days was the old and beautiful Mission of 
San Luis Rey. 

During the week, we talked about the formation program 
and the R&R office. We also explored a little bit of San Diego, 
we even celebrated Mass at the Mission Basilica San Diego 
de Alcala. There was a moment to explore the beach and to 
celebrate the renewal of vows of the brothers in the “Brothers 
Walking Together” Program.  

It was a good time for me because I met many new friars 
and made good friendships there. There were two important 
moments that I especially enjoyed. One was when Father Larry 
Hayes (the secretary of studies for the new province) tells us 
that “we need to speak out at all times in regarding with plans 
and restructuration for the new province.” After Fr. Larry 
finished his talk there was a moment to share our deep desires 
for the new province. 

Another beautiful experience was when the friars in 
simple vows, who had just completed the “Brothers Walking 
Together” program renewed their profession. All of us 
witnessed their commitment, but also for me it was a moment 
to renew my own promises which I have made with Christ to 
live in chastity, obedience, and in poverty, serving the poor. 

I enjoyed the Jamboree gathering very much, and I 
would like to encourage our friars in different levels of 
formation as well as our formators, to continue having this 
annual gathering, because, as young friars, we are the future 
of the new province. It is essential to share our ministries 
and find new ways of being among our society’s poor and 
marginalized people.

Friar Noé is a member of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province. He 
is in simple vows and studes theology in San Antonio, Texas.

Photos (from top): (1) The friars met with members of the Luiseño people, whose 
land is now part of Mission San Diego. (2) Father Mark Schroeder, OFM, led the 
gathering in a reflection on the papal encyclical, Laudato Si, with a planting of 
trees. (3-4) The friars visited Chicano Park, where local residents have decorated 
highway overpasses and bridges with artwork depicting their culture.



4

ALBUQUERQUE, July 1, 2022: I am full of joy – ecstatic even – reflecting on my meeting with Pope Francis. Our 
conversation focused on how the rediscovery of the contemplative mind can serve the renewal of Christianity 
and healing of our world. 

Sitting across from each other, I shared with him about what God has done in my life – from my beginning 
as a charismatic learning the healing power of heart-based devotional prayer, to confronting the social 
justice issues of our time through my travels around the world, to founding an organization for the teaching 
of action and contemplation. I consider putting those two back together to be the historic and singular 
opportunity we have in this moment.

Pope Francis listened to what I shared and seemed genuinely eager to encourage our work. I brought him a 
copy of Universal Christ, my end-of-life book, but he said he had already read it! 

He shared three times very directly, “I want you to keep doing what you’re doing, keep teaching what you’re 
teaching.” For this Catholic boy from Kansas, that is a wonderful, hard-to-believe affirmation coming from 
the Pope himself, for the whole Christian contemplative movement.

Of course, most of my own teaching years are now behind me. I am in the twilight of my own life. Yet I 
remain utterly convinced of the message that led me to found the Center for Action and Contemplation 
nearly 35 years ago: the rediscovery of the contemplative roots of Christianity is the key to the future of our 
faith.

FATHER RICHARD MEETS WITH POPE FRANCIS:

‘On the Rediscovery of the Contemplative Mind’

On Monday, June 20, Father 
Richard Rohr of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Province 
met with Pope Francis in 
Rome, along with Michael 
Poffenberger, Executive 
Director of the Center for 
Action and Contemplation 
in Albuquerque. Here is a 
reflection from Fr. Richard on 
his visit with the Holy Father.
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The teaching of the contemplative 
mind gets to the heart of the matter 
because it changes consciousness, 
and thus transforms how we relate to 
ourselves, each other, and God. I believe 
it is the key to experiencing what Jesus 
calls “metanoia” and St. Paul refers to 
as the “new mind.” Jesus modeled it, 
and the desert mothers and fathers in 
Egypt, Syria, Palestine, and Cappadocia 
understood and cultivated it. It was 
taught systematically in monasteries 
for centuries. It is a treasure of our 
Christian tradition. 

The Christian contemplative movement 
has worked for decades now to renew 
and reimagine how this ancient wisdom 
can be taught and shared. Today, it is 
becoming increasingly accessible to 
everyone. It is hard to overstate the 
potential implications for helping heal 
our church and world. 

Leaving the meeting with Pope Francis, 
accompanied by our Executive Director 
Michael and our small group, with the 
support and encouragement of our 
whole community, I felt great hope in 
what God is doing. 

About the Center for Action and Contemplation
The Center for Action and Contemplation is an educational nonprofit that introduces spiritual 
seekers to the contemplative Christian path of transformation. We offer teachings by our core 
faculty that are rooted in Christian mystical traditions and point to our intrinsic oneness with God 
and each other. Founded by Franciscan Richard Rohr in 1987, our programs and resources are 
designed to help deepen prayer practice and strengthen compassionate engagement in the world.

Learn more about our organization at cac.org or on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter
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W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S  A T 
T H E  ‘ C H A P T E R  O F  M A T S ’

More photos from the May Chapter of Mats: At top left: Friars at evening recreation; (from left) José Rodriguez, Chris Kerstiens, Andrés Gallegos, Paul Juniet. At top 
right: Fr. Patrick Schafer organized the event. Bottom, left: Vicar Provincial Charlie Martinez presides at Mass; photo above, from left: Eduardo Espinoza, Bernard Keele, 
Jorge Hernandez, Abel Olivas.

F R O M  T H E  P R O V I N C I A L  A R C H I V E S : 

Thanks to various early friars, we have a sizeable photo collection in the archives. 
One notable shutterbug was Father Silver Meyer, O.F.M., pictured here. His photo 
collection contains thousands of images and spans decades. The hand-written 
caption on the back of this photo reads, “Fr. Silver Meyer, O.F.M., Photographer to 
the Navahos (sic).” 

It’s amazing to think he was lugging this large camera from mission to mission!

from the 
A R C H I V E S
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By Peter Feuerherd 
Photos by Miguel Gallegos
Reprinted with permission from the 
Spring 2022 issue of The Anthonian 
Franciscan.

St. John the Baptist Parish in Roswell, N.M. is committed to witnessing the baptis mal covenant in the lives of its 
parishioners, church, and community in contem porary society. It is committed to seeking unity in their diversity as 
a people and confronting the problems of racial prejudice, poverty, alcohol, drugs, and violence that affect both the 
families and their parish. 
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There is a joke that goes around among many of the 
parishioners at St. John the Baptist Church in Roswell, 
New Mexico. "We are aliens," notes Father Eduardo 
"Lalo" Espinosa, OFM, describing how much of his 
parish is com prised of undocumented Mexicans from 
Chihuahua state who now live in Roswell, a city of about 
50,000 people. Roswell is best known for its annual 
festival, attracting tourists who are fascinated by the 
story of extraterrestrials who are said to have landed in 
the area in 1947. 

Fr. Eduardo is with his people, making it known that, 
at least in God’s eyes, there are no aliens. He himself is 
from Juarez, the largest city in Chihuahua state, lo cated 
on the Texas border near El Paso, a connection he has 
made in his Franciscan ministry as pastor over the past 
eight years. His ministry has been with those on the 
margins, often those derided as alien, since he entered 
the Franciscan community at the age of 19. 

Fr. Eduardo, 50, accompanies his parishioners, about 
1,200 people who come together each week end for three 
Masses in Spanish and one in English. 

More than 90 percent are from Mexico, with the rest 
from Puerto Rico, Nicaragua, and El Salvador. 

The links between Chihuahua and Roswell are 
strong, beginning with the weather-often hot and dry and 
the spirituality of its Catholic people rooted in Vatican 
II. Catholics from northern Mexico, a region where there 
have historically been few priests, are used to asserting 

leadership, and Fr. Eduardo en courages that impulse. 
“We don’t have many religious vocations,” says Fr. 

Eduardo about the church in northern Mexico, so lay 
leadership has emerged. At St. John the Baptist, that 
will take the form of parishioners organizing retreats, 
selecting speakers and themes. 

“Most of the people like to take leadership. That is a 
big blessing,” he says. 

Even so, the pastor recognizes the difficulties of 
Mexican immigrant life in Roswell makes the spiritual 
life a challenge. 

Existence is hard. Work is largely in two areas: local 
dairy farms and, for many of the men, the Texas oil fields, 
three hours away by highway. The men leave at 4:30 a.m., 
take the long commute, work, and then return home at 
9:30 or 10 p.m. 

“It makes it difficult to bring the men together. It is 
one of our many challenges,” says Fr. Eduardo. 

Many of the men spend most of their time in Texas, 
away from their families, finding themselves sharing 
low-cost apartments near the oil fields. Keeping fami lies 
together is a challenge. 

Despite the obstacles, Fr. Eduardo has long been 
drawn to the parish, which he first came to during his 
formation years as a Franciscan friar. “I identified it with 
Juarez,” he says, noting the connection of the people to 
Chihuahua state. 

His boyhood parish in Juarez is where he remem bers 

Administering the sacraments 

Previous page: Honoring the 
name of St. John the Baptist 
parish, Fr. Eduardo "Lalo" Espinoza 
bapLizes a girl. 

At Left: While celebrating the 
holy Mass, Fr. Lalo witnesses the 
sacrament of marriage.
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his faith coming alive, where he made the con nection 
between Jesus’ teaching and solidarity with the poor. 
Religious men were nol common in the diocese, but he 
learned much from his pastor, a di ocesan priest. 

Among the parish ministries was an outreach to the 
mentally ill and a breakfast program for children. Young 
Eduardo was involved in all of it. 

Mass was not an obligation to check off. It was  
a central part of his life. His pastor spoke regularly about 
breakfast the needs program of the and poor. the outreach 
to the mentally ill flowed right out of Mass.

Young Eduardo combined that interest with the 

In good and in bad times, the shepherd accompa nies the 
people of God. Photos above.  

1) Long before the pandemic, Fr. Eduardo is seen with boys 
and girls who made First Communion.

2) During the pandemic, Fr. Eduardo gives a fist bump to a 
parishioner.

3) Parishioners listening to Fr. Eduardo preaching during a 
Sunday Mass.

1

2 3
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Franciscan charism when members 
of the community came to the 
parish to offer religious instruction. 
When talking to the Franciscans, he 
found that the community provided 
an opportunity to put social action 
and spirituality together. He soon 
entered the San Pedro y San Pablo 
Province of northern Mexico.

When he discovered the 
Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
active in the southwestern U.S., he 
was provided an opportunity to see, 
varied of Franciscans ministries, 
from homeless shelters in Chicago 
and Cincinnati to working with the 
poor in California. 

Fr. Eduardo says he was happy 
that Franciscan provinces in the 
U.S. were open to all kinds of 
ministries, and not so much bound 
to geographic limitations. After he 
was ordained, he worked in parish 
ministry in the Diocese of Gallup, 

New Mexico, one of the poorest 
in the country, and also worked in 
formation in San Antonio, Texas, for 
seven years. 

In Roswell, he is part of a 
community that is constantly 
struggling. The people live day 
to day, often vulnerable to the 
ebbs and flows of the oil industry, 
and whether work is available for 
undocumented people.

Immigration issues are a 
constant presence. While Congress 
argues about DACA, the program 
which, under President Barack 
Obama allowed young people 
who came to the U.S. with their 
undocumented parents to find a way 
to study and work, the obstacles are 
real to many striving students in 
Roswell. Top students in the local 
public high school often find their 
path to further education because 
without legal papers, they are left 

out of student aid programs. Hopes 
are frequently extinguished. 

During the Trump 
Administration, they feared that 
their parents could be deported as 
well. “You could see the sadness in 
their faces,” says Fr. Eduardo.

The fear remains. “It is part of 
our reality,” he says.

Whatever the future brings in 
the long and complicated history of 
immigration, Fr. Eduardo plans to be 
around, bringing the message that 
God’s love knows no limitations. 
True to its Franciscan legacy, there 
are no aliens at St. John the Baptist 
Church in Roswell, only people who 
find God’s love amidst struggle.

4 5

Photos below.

4) Fr. Eduardo as he celebrates a 
“Quinceaiiera” or Sweet Sixteen.

5) A boy receives communion during 
the pandemic.
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In June we celebrated the feast of St. Anthony of 
Padua is one of the most popular saints in the Catholic 
Church and so I want to share his story with you.  I think 
that it would be safe to say that he is even more well-
known and revered than St Francis of Assisi. He was 
born in Lisbon, Portugal in 1195 and given the name of 
Fernando at baptism. When he was a young boy, he joined 
the Augustinian Order  and was ordained a priest in 1220.  
People wonder why Anthony left the Augustinians to join 
the newly formed Friars Minor (Franciscans). It appears 
that the critical turning point for Anthony was the day 
he saw the bodies of the first martyrs of the Franciscan 
Order (St. Berard and Companions) as they were being 
transported from Morocco to Combria. The witness of 
these men inspired Anthony to question his life in the 
monastery and moved him to leave his familiar life of the 
monastic routine to seek admission into the Friars Minor 
(Franciscans).

One of the legends of St Anthony tells of his early 
experience as a Franciscan. He was not given a regular 
assignment but was expected to help out wherever 
he was needed. He evidently worked in the kitchen on 
a regular basis. Perhaps we would never have heard of 
Anthony if he hadn’t gone to an ordination of  Franciscan 
and Dominican friars in 1222. As they gathered for the 
meal afterward, the provincial suggested that one of the 
friars give a short sermon. Quite typically, everybody 
ducked! So Anthony was asked to give “just something 
simple,” since he presumably had no education. Anthony 
was very shy, but finally began to speak in a simple, 
artless  way. The fire within him became evident and 
his knowledge was unmistakable. His holiness was what 
really impressed everyone there. Now Anthony was 
exposed and his quiet life of prayer and penance at the 
hermitage was exchanged for that of a public preacher. 
St. Francis heard of Anthony’s previously hidden gifts 
and Anthony was assigned to preach in northern Italy. 

St. Anthony was a simple and humble Franciscan 
who preached the Good News lovingly and with fearless 
courage. This young man whom his fellow friars thought 
was uneducated became one of the great preachers and 
theologians of his day. He was a man of great penance and 
apostolic zeal. But he was primarily a saint of the people. 

St Anthony is known throughout the Christian world as 
the Miracle Saint. People also pray to him to find lost 
articles. His Feast Day is celebrated on June 13. 

We  friars of the Southwest Franciscan Missions 
strive to carry on the traditions of this great saint. Our 
missionaries continue to walk and minister with the 
Native Americans and Hispanics of the Southwest. Your 
generous financial support helps us to continue in 
the humble footsteps of St Anthony. Our friars live 
with and minister to some of the neediest people in the 
United States. 

Peace and All Good!

Br. Bruce, OFM
Brother Bruce Michalek, O.F.M.,
Provincial Director of Development,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province
https://swfranciscans.org/

An Appeal  
FROM BROTHER BRUCE

SOUTHWEST FRANCISCAN MISSIONS
P.O. BOX 12395, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87195

PHONE: (505) 877-8006
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Litany 
of the 

Spirit 
By Richard Rohr, OFM
Reprinted with permission from  
The Way Magazine, Spring 2022. 

I have become convinced that redis covering the power, gift, and meaning 
of the Holy Spirit is the key to the recovery of the contemplative 
mind and heart. Rather than write a long theological article which 
few might read, I offer you an old-style Catholic litany to teach the 
mystery experientially-which is how the Spirit teaches! Instead of a 
verbal response to each title, I recommend that you take a calm breath 
in and out while reciting each sacred name. These are metaphors to 
help describe the Holy Mystery Within, and to begin the constant and 
conscious breathing called prayer. Many of them are based on images 
found in John's Gospel and Paul's Letters. You hopefully will find more 
metaphors of your own inside this precious realization. 

Planted Law
Father and Mother of Orphans
Truth Speaker
God’s Secret Plan
Great Bridge Builder
Warmer of Hearts
Space Between Everything
Flowing Stream 
Wind of Change
Descended Dove
Cloud of Unknowing
Uncreated Grace
Filled Emptiness
Through-Seer
Deepest Level of Our Longing
Attentive Heart
Sacred Wounding
Holy Healing
Softener of Our Spirit
Will of God
Great Compassion
Generosity of the Creator
Inherent Victory
The One Sadness

Richard Rohr is a friar of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province in New Mexico. 

Our Shared Joy
God’s Tears
God’s Happiness

The Welcoming Within
Eternal Lasting Covenant
Contract Written on Our Hearts
Jealous Lover
Desiring of God
Pure Gift of God
Indwelling Presence
Promise of the Father
Life of Jesus
Pledge and Guarantee
Eternal Praise
Defense Attorney
Inner Anointing
Reminder of the Mystery
Homing Device
Knower of All Things
Stable Witness
Implanted Pacemaker
Overcomer of the Gap
Always Already Awareness

Compassionate Observer
Magnetic Center
God Compass
Inner Breath
Divine DNA
Mutual Yearning Place
Given Glory
Hidden Love of God
Choiceless Awareness

Implanted Hope
Seething Desire
Fire of Life and Love
Sacred Peacemaker
Non-Violence of God
Seal of the Incarnation
First Fruit of Everything

You who pray in us, through us,
with us, for us, and in spite of us

Amen! Alleluia!


