
Breaking Open the Word: Wisdom Be Attentive 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time: 07 August 2022 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
Eastern Christians (= Greeks, Russians, Ukrainians, Finns, etc.) have a refrain which the Deacon 
Proclaims as the Gospel Procession begins. The Deacon sings/shouts: “WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE!” 
The Word (voice) of God is about to be announced! A marvelous moment in the Liturgy! Especially 
the first time the phrase is Heard proclaimed! And it is a bit ambiguous: Is Wisdom being called to 
attentiveness? or Is the hearer’s attentiveness being called to open one’s heart-gates to Wisdom 
(Divinity itself) to enter? Either way, Wisdom is walking with us in today’s Reading selection.  
Before you start today, CHANT Out: “WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE!” Try it 3 times (Westerners) or 4 
times (First Peoples) with a bolder resonance each time!! Suck the AIR in!! Force the Air OUT as you 
proclaim WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE!! Then breathe a soft: “Ahhh” and be quiet for a moment!! 
Each of the Readings can be read or simply the Gospel. 1st Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9; 2nd Reading: 
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19. Today’s Gospel is a selection from Luke 12:32-48. WHILE SOMEONE READS 
THE SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING 
TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR 
EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other:  
 When have you been unexpectedly given a responsibility that got you to step out of your box?  
 How did that work for you? What did you learn about yourself? 
 How did your awareness of the person who called you out change? 
 When else has this happened for you? 

Aretha Franklin has a song, “What’s Love Got to Do with It?”. Today’s Readings could easily be 
worked into a similar set of lyrics: “What’s Faith Got to Do with It?”. Before we get to working out 
the lyrics, take some reflection time on that question. (reference to the thoughts of the house of 
Abraham in the Wisdom text.) 
 What’s the “it” of the song - if Sarah was writing the lyrics? 
 What’s the “it” of the song - if Abraham was writing it? 
 What would Isaac’s hoped for “it” be as Abraham called him to walk up the mountain? 
 What could the “it” be in your own version of the song? More lyrics budding forth from your 

grey-matter? 
I just KNOW “it’s” going to happen!! (reference to the Reading from Hebrews) 
 When have you uttered those words? …for yourself? …for another?? 
 How was your “hope” in “faith” realized? – or not? 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Faith is the realization of what is hoped for, and evidence of things not seen. [Letter to the Hebrews] 
Let’s channel the Bee-Gees for a moment here: “How Deep Is Your Love?” Love is tangible when the 
beloved is present. Love is kinetic and desirable when we are away. Hope carries Love’s burden in 
the absence. Faith assures us of a re-turn, conversion (con versio) of self and Other. 
 Where has your “freedom” of absence led you? 
 Whose “longing” is greater in the Love “not seen?” …mine for God? or…God’s for me? 
 What if God’s Faith was the “hoped for” yet “not seen” attentiveness to Wisdom in us?  
 God’s Faith could be that we will be attentive to our Covenant [Baptism, Confirmation, 

Eucharistic living, etc.], to hear Wisdom’s voice and live Wisdom’s values? How’s that going for 
you? 

Try the Chant again! 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Wisdom/18?6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebews/11?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?32


General Intercessions are adapted from: https://liturgy.slu.edu/19OrdC080722/ideas_other.html 
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

  

Intentions for the World in Which We Live! 

For the Church: Creator, renew and deepen our faith so that we may be confident that you are always 
present and accompany us along our journey. 

For a deeper appreciation of life: Creator, may we honor each day as your gift. Inspire us to live it fully 
with our families and loved ones. 

For a deepening of faith: Creator, open our hearts to the witness of our friends and mentors who have 
gone before us and draw strength and courage from them. 

For rootedness in Creation: Creator, may we recognize that our deepest desires can only be fulfilled in 
relationship with you.  

For better stewardship: Inspire awareness of our responsibilities with love and diligence so that our 
efforts may build up our witness to the Gospel life. 

For Lay and Clerical leaders in the Christian community: May leaders be watchful and attentive to the 
signs of your movement within the Body of Christ. 

For people struggling with a sense of faith: Spirit of God renew our hearts. Open a new springtime of 
faith so that we come to deeper relationship with You. 

For people abused by clerical and lay ministers: Creator heal painful memories. Free hearts from the 
wounds and fears borne from abuse. Open new ways for growth and living life fully. 

For people in migration and seeking refugee: Creator, guide people in search for safety. Lead them to 
communities that are warm and welcoming. 

For people in need: Creator, strengthen people who have lost homes or possessions in storms and 
flooding. Sustain them as they rebuild their lives. Open the hearts of many to assist them. 
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