
Breaking Open the Word: We Are Ordained to Heal 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time: 14 August 2022 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
One of the “offices” we receive in our “ordination” to the Universal Priesthood (AKA Baptism with 
its anointing by the Spirit) is to be Prophet!! Way Kool!! (The other two: 1)                 2)               ) 
 Which word(s) in that sentence have you never related to yourself before? 
 Does the word(s) resonate at all for you as you grow in your walk of Faith?  
 When have you been unexpectedly given a responsibility that got you to step out of your box? 
 How did that connect to the innate worth you have as a person, a discerner and a leader? 

Now jump into the readings: 
Each of the Readings can be read or simply the Gospel. 1st Reading: Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10; 2nd 
Reading: Hebrews 12:1-4. Today’s Gospel is a selection from Luke 12:49-53. WHILE SOMEONE READS 
THE SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING 
TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR 
EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. Then jump to this:  
 What was with Jeremiah? How did he get “himself” into that mess? What did G-d do? 
 When have you spoken up to power, or something wrong at home, at school or work only to 

find your values to be on the wrong side of the crowd? 
 Twelve-steppers: What is the picture of an intervention? Who ‘really’ wants to be 

saying/witnessing what is necessary to enter Recovery (process)? What is prophetic here? 
 When have you been the one being called out? What did you feel? Did the challenge help? 
 How did Jeremiah’s call, “anointing,” “ordination” get him into hot water? 
<><><><><<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
What’s Jesus getting into in the Gospel: I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were 
already blazing! There is a baptism with which I must be baptized. 
 ‘Baptism?’ What baptism? Baptism of John – a cool dip in the River Jordan. What’s a 

‘Baptism of Fire?’ 
 What was Jesus’ “ordination?” How is Jesus’ story ‘of being judged’ similar to Jeremiah’s? 
 What happens to family bonds when values become counterpoint to each other? 
 What kind of reconciliation is possible when life is torn asunder in a household? 
 What do we do with our wound? …our woundedness?  
 How do we seek a (re)new(ed) balance (AKA Peace) through the division? 
Jesus doesn’t seem to leave us a resolution either – in today’s text. Stay tuned for next week! 
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews (2nd Reading) ends where Jesus seems to challenge us to 
come clean. In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood. 
(Whose blood?) Remember last week: the Promise wasn’t necessarily realized in the lifetime of the 
‘believer,’ but hope was what bore them up. The mission in which they were ‘anointed’/‘ordained’ 
nurtured them. Earlier in the text of Hebrews, our mission is made clear(er): Since we are 
SURROUNDED BY SO GREAT A CLOUD OF WITNESSES (MARTYRS), let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin 
(sin AKA im-balance). 
 Who is in your cloud of witnesses: have “stuck it out” in their “ordained” Gospel mission? 
 How have your ‘anointed’ moments of prophetic life been a leaven for change?  
 How does recovering internal balance help you in your mission? 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Jeremiah/38?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebews/12?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?49


General Intercessions are adapted from: https://liturgy.slu.edu/19OrdC080722/ideas_other.html 
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

Intentions for the World in Which We Live! 

For the Church: Spirit of the Living God, transform us by You fire into a dynamic community of faith. 
May our witness to Your abiding presence be seen in our action in the world. 

For our community of faith: Spirit of Courage raise up a sense of urgency within us to share Christ’s love 
and mercy with all who seek direction in life. 

For the grace of perseverance: Spirit of Fortitude, strengthen us in times of conflict and suffering so that 
our witness can bring solace. 

For a renewed inspiration: God of our Ancestors, may we recall the witness and example of the women 
and men who have gone before us. May our inspired witness seek nurturance in the Paschal mystery. 

For all who speak the truth to power: Spirit of Wisdom, fill faithful witnesses with truth without 
succumbing to pride, self-centeredness. 

For all who are suffering for their discipleship: Creator, strengthen them. Console them when they are 
rejected. Inspire them to respond with love and forgiveness. 

For a spirit of gratitude: May we appreciate Creator’s gifts. May we become rich in values that foster life 
and love. 

For families divided or in conflict: Creator, open hearts to hear and understand one another.  
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