
Breaking Open the Word: How Wide Is Your World? 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time: 21 August 2022 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
Each of the Readings can be read or simply the Gospel. 1st Reading: Isaiah 66:18-21; 2nd Reading: 
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13. Today’s Gospel is a selection from Luke 13:22-30. WHILE SOMEONE READS THE 
SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING 
TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR 
EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. Then jump to this:  
 What is your experience of taking exams or having evaluations at work? 
 Do evaluations work better when they include:  

o self- evaluation or just from a supervisor or boss? 
o When they include areas strengths and developed skills or just critiques and notice of 

limitations? 
 If you ever had the role to “evaluate” others at work or another situation: 

o …what do you find of value in holding evaluations? 
o …what are the limitations of an evaluation process? 

 How relevant in your practice of Faith is the disciple’s question: Lord, will only a few people 
be saved?"  
 How would you answer that question? 
 How about Jesus’ response: "Strive to enter through the narrow gate.” What could the 

“narrow gate” be for you in your life of Faith? 
 Jesus continued, For many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough 
 What could the “strength” be which one needs to live life and find “saved” stamped on it at 
the end? 
 Last week’s reading from Hebrews reminded us that we have a cloud of witnesses who have 
set the bar for us. What were the strengths and weaknesses of a few of them that you can 
think of?  
 What of the weaknesses in the lives of the “cloud of witnesses” ended up playing out to their 
strength?  
 This week the author of Hebrews challenges us, “do not disdain the discipline.” Sounds a bit 
like dealing with evaluations. 
 Which of life’s challenges, resulting in yourself “being disciplined,” have brought about 
growth for you in Faith? 
 Which of life’s challenges, resulting in being disciplines, shook your sense of justice, truth, 
and compassion to the point of cutting and dumping the life with Faith? 

 

Intentions for the World in Which We Live! 

For the Church: Spirit of Understanding, draw us close to Christ, the gate to eternal life and the way to 
wholeness. 

For spiritual growth: Spirit of Fortitude, help us implement disciplines that will deepen our knowledge and love 
of God and increase our ability to respond to God’s invitations each day. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/66?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebews/12?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13?22


General Intercessions are adapted from: https://liturgy.slu.edu/19OrdC080722/ideas_other.html 
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

For unity in the Body of Christ: that Christians from east and west, north and south, may work together in 
confronting evil, poverty, and disease so that the Gospel may be made known in deeds as well as words. 

For people experiencing trials and disciplines: Creator, strengthen their spirits. Help them to be open to the 
pruning and renewing work of Your Word. 

For people facing difficult choices, particularly about health issues, relationships, or employment: Spirit of 
Wisdom, guide them to inner freedom, integrity, and wholeness. 

For grace to enter through the narrow gate: Spirit of discernment, guide us in living lives of forgiveness, 
compassion, self-control, and acts of service. May our lives give witness to the reign of God. 

For fortitude: May we resist the easy path of violence, greed, prejudice, and self-righteousness. May we strive 
to encourage and support one another in following Christ in our unique vocations. 
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