
Breaking Open the Word: Planted in Reality 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time: 28 August 2022 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
Each of the Readings can be read or simply the Gospel. 1st Reading: Sirach (Ecclesiastes) 3:17-18, 20, 
28-29; 2nd Reading: Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a. Today’s Gospel is a selection from Luke 14:1, 7-14. 
WHILE SOMEONE READS THE SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING 
PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING 
SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. Then jump to this:  
 In what situation have you been that someone got all bent out of shape when they were not 

attended to according to their “status,” or the sense of presumed privilege? 
 How did that play out? How could a sense of humility have changed how things played out?  
 How could humility be a Value to live by (helping define the decisions you make)? 
 How might humility be perceived as an attitude (a lens through which we perceive reality 

around us)? 
Sirach gives us this advice as the 1st Reading opens: …conduct your affairs with humility, and 
you will be loved more than a giver of gifts.  
 What could some “gifts” be that are given by a humble person? Are they tangible?  
Sirach continues, an attentive ear is the joy of the wise 
 How can humility be an attentive ear?  
 How might humility aid you in discerning your manner of response or decision-making process? 
 Is humility more of an assessing one’s skills, personality assets and talents or a self-effacing and 

diminishment of self?  
 What practical role could humility play in an individualistic “me, myself and I” society? 
 How does one develop a healthy self-concept/image when personal humility is incorporated 
as one of the operating values and personal attitudes of life? 

Pope Francis was on a state visit to Sudan. In the official visit he got down on his knees and 
kissed the head of state’s feet, and those of his wife. (Google the image.) 
 What purpose would such a demonstration of tangible humility serve? 
 Which humility was greater? …that of Pope Francis kissing the feet of the potentates? …or 
that of the leaders having the Pope offer this kiss? 

Pope Francis has the custom of going to a prison on Holy Thursday to wash the feet of the 
people incarcerated. The people invited have been men and women Christians and Muslims. 
The visual has become a highly praised and highly criticized action. (Google the image) 
 What purpose would such a demonstration of tangible humility serve?  
 Which humility was greater? …that of Pope Francis washing the feet of incarcerated people? 
…or that of the incarcerated men and women receiving this kiss from the pope? 
 How is this different from/similar to the pope kissing the feet of potentates?  
 What would have caused people (including some bishops of the Roman Curia) to take 
offense at the pope washing the feet of incarcerated people? …and women, especially? … “the 
feet of Muslims? What?”  

Luke’s Jesus puts it this way, When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. 
 How does such humility become the Power center of conversion of hearts and 
transformation of societies? 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Sirach/3?17
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Sirach/3?17
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/12?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1


General Intercessions are adapted from: https://liturgy.slu.edu/19OrdC080722/ideas_other.html 
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

 What would this approach to humility have to do with seeking prison reform, rapid 
reception of people seeking asylum and refuge from famine, war, climate change flooding…? 
Closer to home:  
How could this approach to the power of humility impact your own life in family, school/work, 
politics (of suspicion and doubt), your neighborhood, etc.? 

 
Intentions for the World in Which We Live! 
 
For the Church: Creator, enlighten us to recognize the many ways you are present and active in our 
lives. Guide us to cooperate with you more fully. 
 
For the grace of humility: that we may come to a deeper understanding and ownership of our gifts 
and acknowledge our need for Creator in our weaknesses. 
 
For all who exercise authority: that they may follow in the footsteps of Christ in being servants to 
others and attentive to those in greatest need. 
 
For people who reach out to the poor and the marginalized: Creator, may they recognize your Christ 
in all whom they serve, honor the dignity of each person, and be sincere in their care and 
compassion. 
 
For transformation of our hearts: May we accompany people who can never repay us and thereby 
allow the reign of God to be experienced in our time. 
 
For healing for parents who have lost children: Creator, comfort all who are grieving. Heal all who 
have been injured. Inspire us to accompany those who are hurting. 
 
For the protection of the earth: Creator guide us in being good stewards of your creation so that all 
people may experience the blessings that earth brings forth. 
 
For people who are ill: Creator, bring healing and renewal to people who suffer chronic illness. 
Bring an end to the pandemics. Strengthen people who care for the sick. 
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