
Breaking Open the Word: Humility’s Action Response 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time C: 18 September 2022 

 

READING AND FAITH SHARING FOR THE DAY: 
Each of the Readings can be read or simply the Gospel. The text of the Reading from the prophet  
Amos 8:4-7; is pretty clear. Then the reading from Timothy 1 Timothy 2:1-8. Today’s Gospel is a 
selection from Luke 16:1-13. WHILE SOMEONE READS THE SCRIPTURE(S), LISTEN WELL. BE AWARE 
OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL 
TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE OR EXPERIENCE? 
After the reading, share your impressions of the reading(s) with each other. Then jump to this:  
 When have you discovered that someone chose to give something up to support you in your 

need? How did you feel when you realized that? 
 When have you had the opportunity between obtaining something for yourself and using the 

same resources to aid someone in need? What did you choose?  
<-><-><-><-> <-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-> 

Today’s text from Amos and that from Luke are strong teachings about the power of wealth 
to enslave us. Amos teaches: Hear this, you who trample upon the needy and destroy the 
poor of the land! … Never will I forget a thing [you] have done! While Luke observes: No 
servant can serve two masters. You cannot serve both God and mammon.  
Last week we saw the choice between the Golden Calf and the invitation of the Creator – a 
matter of will and determining “Who’s on 1st?”   
 In the tales of Arthur and the Round Table, “Who does the Grail serve?”  
 In the Lord of the Rings, what character change happens when being in possession of the Ring 
(on a chain around Frodo’s neck) becomes being possessed by the ring (Frodo putting the Ring on 
his finger)?  When have you struggled with that ID struggle? 

The 2nd Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs includes this petition to the Creator for us: 
Open our eyes to the needs of our brothers and sisters. 

Inspire in us words and actions to comfort those who labor and are burdened. 
[Help] us serve them truly, after the example of Christ and at his command. 

May your Church stand as a living witness 
to truth and freedom, to peace and justice, 

that all people may be raised up to a new hope. 
 What opportunities have you accessed to take actions to comfort those who labor and are 
burdened? 
 Seeing yourself with an Ecclesiology (Church) of the Laity, what is your living witness? 
 What could you use in your life to be better informed for engagement to raise [people] up to a 
new hope? 

 
INTENTIONS FOR THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE! 
For the Church: May we be good stewards of the gifts that Creator gives us.  May we use them for the 
Common Good, and never be possessed by our possessions. 
 

For the President and the leaders of all nations:  that they may fulfill their obligations faithfully and 
establish peace and good order in each nation 
 

For the members of Congress, the State House and City Council: Fill legislators with insight and courage 
as they address the issues of safety, immigration and healthcare. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Amos/8?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1timothy/2?1


General Intercessions are adapted from: https://liturgy.slu.edu/19OrdC080722/ideas_other.html 
Charles McCarthy, franciscan: https://swfranciscans.org/fr-charles-mccarthy-sunday-agape-reflections 

For governors and all local civil authorities: Creator, guide them in promoting the common good, 
equality for all people, and care for people in need. 
 

For employers and employees: That each may fulfill their responsibilities and treat one another with 
dignity and respect. 
 

For the people poor in resources: Creator, lift their burden. Help them find ways to meet their needs and 
prosper. 
 

For People lacking healthcare: Creator, soften the hearts of leadership to find ways to protect and sustain 
the life and health of everyone. 
  

For preservation of water resources: Creator, inspire all who are responsible for stewarding water 
resources to find new ways to protect and preserve the waters that are needed to promote life. 
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