
Breaking Open the Word: Which Way Should We Go 
January 8, 2023: Feast of the Epiphany 

WE READ, LISTEN and BREAK OPEN THE WORD: 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6,  Ephesian 3:2-3a, 5-6 and the Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12. While someone 
reads the Scripture(s), listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. DOES THE STORY OR 
THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? Share your impressions. 
 When have you received a gift or a huge, unexpected compliment from someone you may not 

even have known? What did it entail?  
 What did you feel? Was the emotion more from the surprise or the gift/award/compliment? 
Now put yourself in Mary and Joseph’s seats at Bethlehem [House of Bread]. [The Magi] saw the 
child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened 
their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
WoWzUh! “Say what?” “Are you guys sure that you got right address?” 
 When have you, as parents/grandparents or well-connected aunts and uncles, heard some great 

news about your children/nieces or nephews/godchildren, hoe did it make you feel? 
 Have you tried to “own the honor” yourself (“I’ve taught her everything she knows!”), deflate the 

recognition (“I’m thinking they got the wrong kid!”) or did you do a “Mary kept all these things, 
reflecting on them in her heart” response as we heard in last week’s Gospel? 

 If you are listening, what do you hear? To what purpose do you use the information? 
 What if you produced your response about your “child?” How did the comments impact your 

understanding of her/him? 
<+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+> 

It is great when the model of Stewardship comes up in the Readings!! Especially when the 
Stewardship has to do with something other than money! You have heard of the stewardship of 
God’s grace that was given to me for your benefit. We are stewards of God’s Grace. Why couldn’t it 
be the Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh from the Gospel?!? Ah, well! So, it’s grace! 
 What is Paul getting at by writing about his stewardship of grace on our behalf? 
And if Paul is a Steward of Grace for the Ephesians and for us, then we have been empowered to be 
Stewards of Grace for those to whom we are called to give witness: our children, employees, 
coworkers, telemarketers, cashiers/tellers, hitchhikers, medical personnel, first responders, etc. 
 What’s Grace Got to Do with your witness?  
 Have you ever perceived yourself as a vital source of grace for others?  
 If so, how have you been an able steward of grace? 
 If not, how could your engagement in society be a fuller presence of peace, mercy and hope? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?1


Based on EP IV: Charles McCarthy, franciscan 
www.swfranciscans.org/sundayagape   

 
 

Prayers for the World in Which We Live: Epiphany. 
 
For the Church to whom a promise has been given; For members of the Body of Christ to 
whom a mystery has been made known: [pause] May we be a light for all the nations 
revealing God’s presence in the world.  
We pray to the Lord. Mentor us to be Stewards of your Grace. 
 
For the world upon whom light has come; For all the ends of the earth that have seen the 
saving power of God: [pause] May places overshadowed by war and devastation — 
especially Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, 
the Gulf Coast, Oklahoma, Texas, and Northern California — be raised up in splendor 
and shine, radiant with peace. We pray to the Lord. Mentor us to be Stewards of your 
Grace. 
 
For people in the military far from home; For our sons and daughters, mothers and 
fathers scattered throughout the nations: [pause] May they continue to walk by the light 
of Christ and find the star that will lead them safely home. We pray to the Lord. Mentor 
us to be Stewards of your Grace. 
 
For this New Year filled with expectation; For all who hope in God’s promise: [pause] 
May this year be filled with God’s grace and light, especially for those covered by the 
clouds of homelessness, depression, disease, loneliness, and unemployment. We pray to the 
Lord. Mentor us to be Stewards of your Grace. 
 
For the catechumens and all who seek Christ; For those darkened by doubt who have 
given up their search: [pause] May they find in us the joy of the Gospel to make their 
hearts throb and overflow with the praises of God. We pray to the Lord. Mentor us to be 
Stewards of your Grace. 
 
For those who have died this year whom we will miss most during this Christmas season, 
especially those we now name: [pause] May the glory of the Lord shine upon them and 
gather us all into the arms of God. 
We pray to the Lord. Mentor us to be Stewards of your Grace. 

http://www.swfranciscans.org/sundayagape
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