
Breaking Open the Word: YOU HAVE HEAR IT SAID! BUT I SAY! 
February 12, 2023: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

WE READ, LISTEN and BREAK OPEN THE WORD: 
Today’s Readings: Sirach 15:15-20,  1 Corinthians 2:6-10 and the Gospel: Matthew 5:17-37. While 
someone reads the Scripture(s), listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. 
DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? Share your 
impressions. 
How many times do we say to someone, “What were you thinking?” Or someone to us says, “You 
know better than that!” Or even that ongoing internal debate, “Saw that one coming! When am I 
gonna learn?” A paraphrase of another text of Paul focuses us here: “I do what I do not want, and 
do not do that which I want.” In today’s text from Sirach we read, if you trust in God, you too shall 
live; [God] has set before you fire and water to whichever you choose, stretch forth your hand. 
Before [you] are life and death, good and evil, whichever [you] choose shall be given [you].  
 What gets you in to trouble with yourself and or others? 
 What are the other choices available for you that get chosen against? 
 Sirach makes it sound pretty elementary. Fire and water. Life and death. Good and evil.  
 When have the choices not been so clear? 
We could use an accompaniment right now of someone walking the 12 steps. Know any 12 steppers 
well enough to ask: Where and how did you/do you find the way to choose water over fire, life over 
death? Health over brokenness? 
A 12 Stepper might refer to the Blue Book offering of the 1st Step:  

WE ADMIT WE WERE POWERLESS OVER [your clay foot] - THAT OUR LIVES HAD BECOME UNMANAGEABLE. 
With Lent coming up this step could be a place to start. 
Sirach offers a gateway: Immense is the wisdom of the Lord! 
Remember the 1st gift of the Holy Spirit from Confirmation: Wisdom! (It really is a practical gift). 
 When was the last time you interfaced your life with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
 How can the Wisdom of God impact “your wound” to be healed? Dare yourself to try. 

<+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+> 
Paul offers us an insight into that Wisdom Gift. Dare we open that page?  
We speak a wisdom to those who are mature, not a wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age 

who are passing away. Rather, we speak God's wisdom, mysterious, hidden. 
Paul challenges us to seek maturity in faith by opening ourselves to the Wisdom of God. But where 
in the enchanted forest of life can we find “it.” Out There somewhere? Actually, its internal work! 
 What aspects of your life (e.g., ethics, values, morals, response/reaction time in arguing) would 

you describe as mature? …or at least maturing? How do we grow in maturity? Is there a recipe?  
Let’s keep rolling with the Wisdom of the 12 Steps. The 2nd Step in the Blue Book offers this: 

[We] Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity. 
 What aspects of your life are stagnant or off track? How did that come about? 
 What do you want life” to be like for you? …others? How might you get there? 
Here’s a little musical interlude for you: “You Are Not Alone” from Into the Woods. 

<+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+> 
Matthew lays out a path for us. Jesus challenges the sense and manner by which the Law had been 
being touted by the religious structure of his day. Far from denying the Law (and its external 
observance], he called his contemporaries, and us, to go deeper: You have heard that it was said… 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/15?15
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/2?6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5?17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MjzzHrLXWw


Based on EP IV: Charles McCarthy, franciscan 
www.swfranciscans.org/sundayagape   

 
 

and then cites a sticky piece of the Code. Then, he teaches: But I say to you… and goes from paper 
to heart, from external structure to a deepened sense of authoring transformation. 
 How do you perceive some of Pope Francis’ challenges to Church reform in light of this?  
 What of the structure of your local community is stuck in You have heard that it was said…? 
 How would But I say to you… broaden your local community’s maturity in the Gospel? 
Jesus, in Matthew is challenging us to open our eyes, ears, hearts and mouths to come to know the 
depth of Gospel transformation personally and as a community of communities. 

<+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+> 
  
 

 
Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs I: 
The Church on the Path of Unity 
Intercessions 
 
Lord, renew your Church (which is in N.)  
by the light of the Gospel.  
Strengthen the bond of unity  
between the faithful and the pastors of your people,  
that in a world torn by strife  
your people may shine forth  
as a prophetic sign of unity and concord. 

http://www.swfranciscans.org/sundayagape
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