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On the weekend of January 8, the parishioners of St. 
Michaels Parish, Arizona, learned in a letter from 

Gallup Bishop James Wall that “the Franciscans will turn 
over pastoral care for the mission at St. Michaels to the 
Diocese of Gallup, effective July 1, 2023.” Since their arrival 
in 1898, St. Michaels has served as the headquarters for the 
friars ministry among the Navajo People.

The Franciscans, the bishop wrote, “have not been 
immune from the challenges that come with a downward 
trend in vocations throughout the past half-century.” In a 
statement prepared to accompany the bishop’s letter, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Province [OLGP] said, “Out of some 40+ 
friars [in the province], only a third are available for full-
time, active ministry. Many of these are fulfilling important 
assignments elsewhere in the Southwest.

“In addition, in 2023, the existing OLGP will become 
part of a new province, spanning the U.S., and incorporating 
communities in Puerto Rico, Cuba and Jamaica. New 
priorities, and the complex process of merging six Franciscan 
families into one, have led OLGP to make difficult decisions 
to prepare for the merger. In the past few years, it already has 
turned over care of a number of parishes in the Southwest to 
the local Church—as missionaries must do.”

In his letter, Bishop Wall acknowledged his gratitude for 
the friars’ role in the region:  “The Franciscans have been 
vital to evangelization and cultural preservation efforts 
throughout the Southwest and in our own Diocese since the 
very beginning of our founding—indeed, the first bishop of 
Gallup, the Most Reverend Bernard Espelage, was a member 
of the Franciscan order.”

Despite the sadness “that one of these changes will 
include the pastoral withdrawal of the Franciscans from St. 
Michaels,” Bishop Wall was “hopeful that this transfer will 
help the order to focus on a reorganization that will help it 
to flourish and continue evangelization efforts in the United 
States in the 21st century.”

He concluded, “The Franciscans will continue to serve in 
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our diocese at missions in Ft. Defiance, Chinle, Ganado, 
and Tohatchi.”

A Time for Listening
As a follow-up to Bishop Wall’s letter, Provincial Minister 
Father Ron Walters, accompanied by Provincial Council 
members Fathers Dale Jamison and Greg Friedman, 
celebrated weekend Masses on January 28 and 29 at Saint 
Michaels, with listening sessions afterwards. In addition, 
a Town Hall meeting was held Tuesday evening, January 
31. Father Peter Short, Vicar-General of the Diocese of 
Gallup, was present, along with most of the friars working 
among the Navajo.

Father Florecito “PJ” Pabato opened the meeting 
with prayer. Fr. Ron introduced the presentation—as 
he had the two weekend sessions— by noting that Saint 
Michaels Parish had grown to the point of being able to 
support a resident pastor financially (as is Our Lady of 
Blessed Sacrament, Fort Defiance), independent of the 
friars. This factor, along with the inability of the friars to 
continue supplying one of their own as pastor, led him 
to initiate the process of transfer of the parish to the 
diocese. Despite rumors, Fr. Ron said, “The parish is not 
closing.”

Father Peter Short, representing Bishop Wall, said 
“I’m here to listen,” adding that “the diocese is extremely 
proud of Saint Michaels.” It represents the whole Navajo 
Nation, and the diocese is grateful for the work of the 
Franciscans.

He explained that “the Bishop is entrusted with a 
geographical area where the Gospel is to be preached 
and the sacraments are given,” adding, “there was never 
a question that  we would continue the work…with your 
help.”

The session which followed was a frank expression 
of the parishioners’ sadness, fears, anger, and many 
questions about the transition:

•	 Some wanted confirmation and reassurance that 
the parish truly was not closing, and that weekend 
Masses would continue. While the parish will 

remain open, the Mass schedule would be up to 
the new pastor and people together.

•	 What about the extensive property owned by 
friars? For the present, the Franciscans will 
retain ownership and support the upkeep of the 
property—with a percentage of assistance from 
the diocese.

•	 Are alternate uses being considered for the property. 
There have been various proposals, and all 
ideas consistent with the parish’s ministry are 
welcome.

Illustrating the impact of the coming change, a 
number of those at the meeting expressed their sadness, 
fears, recalled memories of the past—and expressed 
anger at the decision. One parishioner said she had 

At the Town Hall meeting, Tuesday, January 31: Photo at top: Father PJ 
Pabato, Pastor at St. Michaels Parish, offers an opening prayer, as (from left) 
Father Dale Jamison, OFM, Father Peter Short from the Diocese of Gallup, 
and Provincial Minister Father Ron Walters, OFM, look on. Photo at bottom: 
Parisioners present for the meeting in the parish gym.
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“respect for this church. Here I can relate my traditional 
practices,” noting how the friars had connected rituals 
such as the washing of the feet with the Navajo rituals of 
the Blessingway.

Others echoed the feelings of one speaker of a lack 
of connection with the diocese, and their fear that the 
friars’ style of ministry would not be continued. 

“The Franciscans understand us. I always felt a 
kinship with Franciscans,” said one person, echoing 
speakers who expressed gratitude for the friars’ ministry. 
“Send us somebody here who knows the reservation, 
somebody that is sensitive,” a parishioner pleaded.

Frank emotions surfaced, questioning the absence of 
the bishop and the perception that the decision was “a 
done deal,” decided “apart from the people,” something 
that “is being ripped away from us.”

‘We could have done better’
Fr. Ron—who himself had served at both Lukachukai 
and Saint Michaels—responded directly to the anger and 
fear being expressed. To the friars lack of engagement 
with the parish in the decision to leave, he confessed, 
“There’s no excuse for it,” adding, “we could have done 
better. This is one of the most difficult things I’ve had 
to do.

 “We created this problem ourselves,” he 
admitted. For years the friars depended on the 
provincial leadership in Cincinnati for a steady 
supply of missionary friars and money to support 
their work, rather than enable the parishioners to 
assume an equal role. “We should have turned to 
you. [Instead] we treated you like children,” adding, 
“I’m sorry.”

‘Christ is in the change’
There were notes of hope for future near the end 
of the nearly two-and-a-half-hour meeting. One 
speaker could “see the hope in all this. Christ is in 
the change.” She added that the priest shortage is 
something real—“not just here”—and said, “We 
all have to step up. All of us have a vocation as 
apostles because we were baptized. 

Fr. Ron concluded his part of the meeting 
with his gratitude for the honest feedback. He  
urged the parishioners, “It has to be your parish. 
You’re going to have to find a way to do this. If 
you want this parish to thrive and grow, you 
have to teach the new priest your Navajo way, as 
you have taught us—much more than we have 

taught you.”
Fr. Ron asked Fr. Peter to respond, noting that the 

Vicar-General himself served as a missionary for 30 
years in Argentina before coming to Gallup. Fr. Peter 
shared that as a missionary, “You have to love the people, 
understand their culture and language. I came here 
because it was a missionary diocese.” And, after thanking 
the parishioners for their presence, he made a plea for 
vocations from among the Navajo people. “We have to 
pray for that. We need to the hear the voice of the Lord. 
God is calling some Navajo to respond.”

The Diocese of Gallup is expected to name the new 
pastor for St. Michaels Parish later this spring; the friars 
currently residing at St. 
Michaels will move to 
new assignments over 
the coming months.

Fr. Ron answers parishioners’ 
questions.
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I n the history of the Franciscans in the United 
States the call to be missionaries among the Diné, 

the Navajo People, stands out. In 1898, friars from the 
Province of Saint John the Baptist, headquartered in 

Cincinnati, Ohio, responded to an invitation from Mother Katharine 
Drexel, founder of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, to come and 
minister among the Navajo People.

Mother Drexel (image at right), later recognized 
by the Church as a saint, was generous in providing 
land and financial support, and long-lasting 
friendship to the friars. They, in turn, accepted her 
missionary challenge. St. Michaels Mission was the 
first place the friars settled, and grew to become 
the headquarters of their work among the Navajo 
People, and eventually a flourishing parish.

The years which followed saw the expansion 
of the Franciscan presence throughout the parts of 
Arizona and New Mexico which make up the Navajo 
Nation.

 In addition to sharing Christianity, the friars also served the Diné 
by learning their language and culture, discovering how these could 

express the Catholic faith, and even assisting in the 
creation of a written form of the Navajo language. 
(See sidebar, next page.)

In 1985, the friars of the Cincinnati province 
handed over administration to a new province, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe [OLGP], which continued the 
Franciscan presence in the Southwest.

A religious community is much like a human 
family—with its gifts, shortcomings, and its 
sinfulness. Over time, the Franciscan family has aged 
and its numbers have diminished.

In another way, the Franciscans are like many contemporary 
families; they are “mobile.” Franciscans, from the time of St. Francis, 
have been “itinerants,” which means that they travel from place to 
place. Like Saint Paul in his missionary work, the friars preach the 
Gospel of Jesus in a particular place, but do not remain there forever. 
Missionaries serve by announcing the Good News; Christians in a 
particular place hear it and then “become Church.” They mature 
and grow until they no longer need the founding missionaries and 
can stand on their own. 

In recent years, OLGP has turned over care of a number of 

The first friars sent to minister among the Navajo People: (from 
left) Father Marcellus Troester, Brother Placid Buerger and 
Father Anselm Weber. Below: Fr. Anselm, in hat at left, poses 
with visitors outside the first mission building at St. Michaels.

Above: Br. Placid in the kitchen at St. Michaels, 1908

The Franciscan 
Ministry Among 
the Navajo People

from the 
A R C H I V E S
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parishes in the Southwest to the local Church—as 
missionaries must do.

The 125 years of friendship and service between the 
Diné and the Franciscans have created an enduring bond. 
We have learned and grown from what they have taught 
us. As the scope of our service changes, the friendship 
we share will not. Every living friar who has spent time 
among the Diné carries them in his heart. That gift 
remains a lasting—and living—legacy among us.

Above: Christmas Day 1929, outside the second mission structures, added in 
the 1920s. Below, Friar David Charley teaches Navajo children at St. Michaels.

Father Berard, Haile, at 
left, above, pioneered 
the work of creating 
a written form of the 
Navajo language. 
Father Emmanuel 
Trockur, another early 
friar-missionary, outside 
the print shop at St. 
Michaels, where texts in 
the Navajo language 
(such as The Lord’s 
Prayer) were printed.

This simple structure became the first home to the friars who came to St. 
Michaels in 1898. Today it houses a museum preserving the history of the 
mission.

C R E A T I N G  A  W R I T T E N  F O R M  O F  N A V A J O 

At the listening session at Saint Michaels after Sunday 
Mass on January 29, Laura Johnston, a resident of Sawmill, 
Arizona, told The Padres’ Trail: 

“I was born and baptized in Fort Defiance, went to Fort 
Defiance Parish, St Michael’s Parish. My children attended 
St Michael’s Indian School. But what I wanted to say is 
thank you to the Franciscan Friars for giving us a written 
language. 

“Without that written language, I wouldn’t be able to 
teach my children our own language. I’m not a fluent, very 
fluent speaker, but we can read and write, and I think that’s 
very important to keep the language going within our 
communities—and it was because of the Franciscan friars. 

“We were given that blessing, that to this day, we can 
still teach our children the language and we can work with 
our children to read and write what is rightfully theirs in 
the language.”
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“I was only five when the bombs were dropped on 
Japan.” As a young boy, Father Larry Bernard was 

horrified to learn about the destruction and loss of life 
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. “The image of that bombing 
burned into my mind and over the years I realized how 
evil are such weapons and how they should never be used 
again--or even exist.”

Years later, as pastor of the parishes of the Acoma 
and Laguna Pueblos, Fr. Larry’s boyhood experience 
resonated. “While Navajo land has hundreds of uranium 
mines, Laguna Pueblo has the Jackpile-Paguate Uranium 
Mine, in those days the world’s largest uranium mine. As 
a result of all that mining, many people developed serious 
cancer and liver illnesses. And of course, now there’s a 
dialysis clinic out that way to deal with such problems, 
some of which have to do with that uranium mine.”

The now-abandoned mine site remains a major 
health issue for the Pueblos, Larry explains, “I’ve learned 
that there’s two square miles of Laguna Pueblo that 
are so radioactive that people shouldn’t go there and 
they shouldn’t let animals go there either.” His concern 
prompted a letter to the Albuquerque Journal in 2020, in 

‘NEVER AGAIN’: 
NUCLEAR 

DISARMAMENT
An Interview with Father Larry Bernard, OFM

The Jackpile-Paguate Uranium 
Mine Superfund Site: Photo at 
left: An eroded sidewall of a 
mined pit; photo at top: Filled in 
mine pit with eroded sidewall in 
distance. (Photos courtesy of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency)Hiroshima, Japan, shortly after the first atomic bomb was dropped on August 

6, 1945 at 8:15 a.m. (Photo: U.S. Navy Public Affairs Resources Website, Public 
domain, via Wikimedia Commons.)blic domain, via Wikimedia Commons

The former Jackpile-Paguate Uranium Mine on Laguna Pueblo land is 
now a “Superfund Site.” The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), in cooperation with the Pueblo of Laguna Natural Resources 
Department is working with Atlantic-Richfield Inc. (AR), which 
assumed responsibility for the site from the Anaconda Copper and 
Mining Company), in a “remedial investigation.” 

Reclamation restored the site, according to the EPA, “mitigating 
hazards, restoring the areas disturbed by filling and contouring, and 
returning it to natural landscape conditions.” 

Now, Remediation is identifying potential hazards. According Tom 
Ruiz, Community Involvement Coordinator, U.S. EPA, Region 6, the 
study involves “analysis, survey and collecting data.” Teams are 
“sampling and monitoring air, groundwater, surface water” to identify 
risks to public health. 

“It’s a long process,” says Mr. Ruiz the site became contaminated over 
a long time. In addition to surveys onsite, a Superfund project also 
involves legal work. Last summer’s heavy monsoon rains added a 
further complication, potentially disturbing ground radiation. 

The study is ongoing, and the EPA is working with the Pueblo as a 
partner in public health issues.

Gregory Jojola, Environmental Manager for the Pueblo of Laguna, 
said, “Since the Jackpile mine site was listed on the National Priorities 
List (NPL) and consequently being designated as a EPA SUPERFUND 
site, the Pueblo of Laguna and the federal government are working 
closely towards a resolution to this hazardous waste site.   Community 
engagement and  input is key to long-term cleanup and monitoring.  
Long-term community health is of the upmost importance.”

Continued on pg. 7
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Archbishop John Wester’s 
pastoral letter, “Living in the 

Light of Christ’s Peace: A 
Conversation Toward Nuclear 
Disarmament,” can be ordered 

from the website of the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe  

[https://www.archdiosf.org/
living-in-the-light-of-christs-
peace]. Readers can use the 

52-page booklet for individual 
or group study and reflect on 
this powerful pastoral letter 

on nuclear disarmament with 
others. The booklet comes with 

study questions, suggested 
readings, and more.

response to the paper’s editorial 
that the work of two New Mexico 
labs on low-yield nukes meant a 
safer world. Fr. Larry countered, “I 
want to say just the opposite. More 
nuclear weapons even “small” ones, 
mean more danger.”

He went on to cite “the fact that 
after 50 years Navajos still suffer 
from radiation poisoning with their 
land contaminated by hundreds of 
abandoned, unremedied, radioactive 
mine sites.”

He added how radioactive land, 
the medical problems of uranium 
miners, and the complications 
involved with the cleanup and 
disposal of mine tailings—the 
“leftovers” of uranium mining are 
not signs of a safer world. 

In his opposition to nuclear 
weapons, Fr. Larry echoes the 
teachings of both Pope Francis 
and Santa Fe Archbishop John 
Wester. Pope Francis has echoed his 
predecessors in calling for the total 
elimination of all nuclear weapons. 
Archbishop Wester, in his pastoral 
letter, “Living in the Light of Christ’s 
Peace: A Conversation Toward 
Nuclear Disarmament,” outlines 
“the reality of the nuclear threat, the 
reasons why we must address this 
crisis, and what possible solutions 
and steps we can take toward 
nuclear disarmament.” 

Because New Mexico was the 
birthplace of the atom bomb and is 
the home of “two of the nation’s three nuclear weapons 
laboratories, the Los Alamos and Sandia National 
Laboratories,” the archbishop has felt a special need 
to call for all nuclear weapons to be abolished, and the 
threat of their development, use, and environmental 
impact to be the subject of a sincere conversation. 

Recognizing that an anti-nuclear stance, not only for 
warfare, but also as a source of energy is controversial, 
Fr. Larry admits that finding a constantly available 
power source besides that from gas or even coal, is 

challenging: “Wind and solar need 
highly effective battery backups. But 
nuclear power has other problems: 
nuclear power cannot be readily 
turned off for economic reasons and 
squeezes out cheaper renewables; 
nuclear increases costs without 
increasing reliability; no one wants 
to store spent, highly radioactive 
nuclear fuel, wind and solar are 
much cheaper in terms of capital and 
operating costs, so adding nuclear 
makes electricity more expensive.”

An engagement with these 
complex issues, he contends, is 
close to a Franciscan’s heart.  “If you 
have read and thought about [St. 
Francis’] Canticle of Brother Sun 
and Sister Moon, you know how we 
are all connected, how God shows 
his wondrous presence, not only in 
human beings, but in the animals, 
the birds, the fish, the air, the sea, 
the forest. The closer you get to 
nature, the closer you get to Saint 
Francis, and the more you rejoice in 
God’s presence.”

He recalls how “when I was in 
Jemez, to see all those cottonwoods 
in October, when they would glitter 
in the sun and radiate gold into the 
air, there would be no words for an 
adequate description. I would think 
of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
when he is radiating the glory, light 
and beauty of God. Then, I would 
feel His presence….”

“And so I think St. Francis does 
teach, whether in words or just in the way he was, how 
we are connected, how we and all the world shows forth 
God’s goodness. And our response should be to work 
together to care for one another and the world, not 
contaminating it, reflecting on Genesis 2:15, where the 
Lord did say to the man, ‘Take care of my garden,’ and of 
course what’s his garden, but at least the entire world?”

Fr. Larry now serves as chaplain to the Poor Clares in Roswell, 
New Mexico.
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W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S

The OFM friars of six U.S. Provinces have been on a “pilgrimage” to union. In past issues of The Padres’ Trail, we 
have explained the goal of this pilgrimage: to form one, unified province of over 700 friars.

That goal will become a reality this October, when the friars celebrate a “Chapter of Union,” with the Minister 
General of the Order of Friars Minor, Father Massimo Fusarelli, in Kansas City, Missouri, to formally create the new 
entity. 

But reaching that goal has been a long pilgrimage, indeed. That journey has seen bursts of energy—in meetings of 
friars together for prayer and planning—and in some stumbles, as various difficult issues have been tackled. Just 
eight months remain until the chapter, and much has been accomplished. Here are some milestones:

Path to the New Province: 
Where are we on the Journey?

•	 In May 2018, friars of the six OFM 
Provinces voted to unite. 

•	 In August 2019, over 300 friars 
met in Denver, Colorado, for a 
first “coast-to-coast” gathering, 
known as the Chapter of Mats. 

•	 In 2020, the Office of Renewal 
and Restructuring (R&R) formed 
to guide the process of union.

•	 In 2021, 19 working groups of 
friars and lay consultants began 
examining a range of areas in the 
friars’ life and ministry.

•	 In 2022, the Minister General 
approved “Our Lady of 
Guadalupe” as the patroness for 
the new entity effective Oct. 2023. 
In addition, Atlanta, Georgia was 
chosen as the location of the 
provincial headquarters.

•	 Also in 2022, friars under 65, who 
will form the core group of men 
in active, full-time ministry met 
in Kansas City to “gather and 
discern” the mission and ministry 
of the new province, proposing 
new or energized ministries for 
the future.

•	 In 2023, a series of “straw ballots” 
is being held among the friars 
to offer names for the new 
province’s leadership—which 
will be named by the Minister 
General later this year, prior to 
the Chapter of Unity.

•	 At the same time, a new stall of 
lay professionals is being hired 
to assume roles formerly held 
by Franciscans—thus freeing up 
friars for ministry.

Much work remains for the friars and their lay collaborators before October. But the pace of activity is accelerating, 
and a new OFM Franciscan entity—stretching from coast to coast and including friars in Cuba, Jamaica and Puerto 
Rico—is taking shape. By late summer, the main structure of leadership and support staff will be in place, ready 
for a representative group of friar-delegates, along with many friar-observers, to gather in the “Chapter of Unity” 
celebrating the beginning of a new moment in Franciscan history. 

May 2018
Friars vote to establish 

one province

Chapter of Mats 
Denver, CO

Straw Ballots 
Prov. Minister & 

Definitors

New lay 
professionals

Broader skills in service 
to new province

Gather & 
Discern <65 
Kansas City, MO

19 Working 
Groups Launch

New Provincial 
Location

New Province Name

New Leadership

R&R Office 
Established

Friar Services

Provincial Structures

Renewal of Guardians 
& Fraternities

Mission & 
Communication
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W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S

F L O R I D A

A R I Z O N A

T E X A S

A series of three interprovincial retreats concluded 
recently, drawing over 80 men from the US-6 Provinces.

Thirty-three friars gathered for the first retreat at San Pedro Center in Winter 
Park, Florida., Jan. 9-13, led by Franciscan Bishop John Stowe, OFM Conv., of 
Lexington. Bishop Stowe’s talks focused on Franciscan themes, and he drew 
heavily from Pope Francis, clearly one of his heroes. He began with our family 
of origin, then progressed to our Franciscan family and the larger worldwide 
family. Drawing on sacred Scripture, the Franciscan sources and Pope Francis, 
Bishop Stowe skillfully developed each theme. He referred extensively to living 
with and caring for the poor and conducted a thoroughly Franciscan retreat.

The majestic mountains and quiet desert landscape at the Franciscan 
Renewal Center in Scottsdale, Arizona, set the scene for the second of three 
interprovincial retreats. The gathering, Jan. 16-20, led by Father Caoimhin 
Ô’Laoide, OFM, the Delegate of the Minister General in the R&R process, 
brought together 36 friars from the various provinces to reflect, pray and 
strengthen their fraternal bonds.

Drawing from a variety of sources, including artists, poets, theologians and 
the writings of St. Francis, 

Caoimhin said he was “hoping the retreat would be a space for the friars 
to let down their opinions and speak instead about the unknown, to rest in the 
mystery and pursue the relationship,” with God and one another.

There was also the opportunity, he said, to discuss the practicalities and 
vision as the provinces move closer to becoming one. “I wanted to reassure the 
friars that October is really just the end of the beginning. There is so much more 
that is going to evolve,” he said. “These retreats are interprovincial, but there is 
very much the sense of already being one.”

The third and final retreat took place Feb. 6-10 at San Juan de los Lagos 
Retreat Center, San Juan, Texas. Also led by Caoimhin, it made use of the 
“synodal approach” of encounter, listening and discernment, with time being 
given to Scripture-based listening and sharing. 

In addition, “Encounter at the Border,” a two-day companion program, 
conducted by Br. Keith Warner, OFM, provided the chance to visit the 
Humanitarian Respite Center, operated by Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Brownsville. Participants crossed the border to visit some of the migrant camps 
in Reynosa, Mexico. 

Brother Bruce Michalek, OFM, of OLGP, the US-6 Retreat Committee 
chairperson, said of the recent retreats: “It is wonderful to witness the fraternal 
atmosphere from day one to the final closing Eucharist. It reminds me of a large 
family reunion where cousins meet for the first time since their childhood. 
Stories are shared and ministries are discussed and we discover that geography 
and province cultures do not matter. The results are similar: we are one family 
of men, living in community and in simplicity, who are focused on the Gospels 
in an effort to minister to God’s people with the example of our father, Francis 
of Assisi.”

This story was compiled from reports by Sister Eileen Connelly, OSU, and Father 
Frank Jasper, OFM.
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Ash Wednesday/Lent 2023

Dear Friend of the Missions,

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22 this year. It 
is a day of public recognition of our human weakness and 
frailty, as we go to the church to have ashes placed on our 
foreheads. 

Ashes were used even before Christian times as a 
symbol of our mortality, of mourning, and of penance. 
The word ashes is found in the Old Testament a total of 
48 times and in the New Testament four times. Using 
ashes as a symbol of penance is very much a part of our 
Catholic Christian tradition. It is an outward reminder 
that we need to spend some quality time daily to do some 
inner soul-searching about our past, our present and our 
future. Do I think that I am where I am today without the 
graces and blessings of God? Ashes can be a reminder that 
the only certainty in life is death. Everything else is given 
to us by our loving God.

Lent is more than a time for us to do penance. It’s 
also a time to look at our Catholic Christian lives to see 
if anything needs to be “fine-tuned.”  It is a time perhaps 
for us to show appreciation and to give thanks for all the 

graces and blessings we have received throughout the 
past year. Do I really believe that God loves me and that He 
loves everyone the same way—even if they are another color, 
religion, economic status, or political party? If there are areas 
that need a little bit of “tweaking” then Lent is the perfect 
time to do so. 

What are your plans for Lent? Instead of focusing on 
the “nots,” I would suggest doing “more of something,” 
such as reading more Scripture or spending time in quiet 
meditation. Visiting ailing parents or friends in person 
may not always be possible, but a phone call can offer 
a sign of concern and love. Consider doing something 
special for someone as an act of unsolicited love. The 
people that you reach out to will be surprised and so will 
you, as you experience the joy of helping someone in their 
time of need.

If during the course of your Lenten journey you 
discover that simplifying your life—one less beverage 
each day, fewer movies, nine holes of golf  instead of 18, 
or a quarter each time you have a negative thought about 
someone—leaves you with some extra funds,  you can be 
sure that our Southwest Franciscan Missions would be 
most accepting and appreciative of them. 

May God be with you and your loved ones in all ways. 
Let us continue to pray for each other. Please stay safe 
and remember to practice social distancing and wear your 
mask. You are protecting yourself and others by doing so. 
I wish you…

Peace and All Good!
Br. Bruce, OFM
Brother Bruce Michalek, O.F.M.,
Provincial Director of Development,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province
https://swfranciscans.org/

P.S. We have a limited number of “Little Black Book” 
Lenten Meditations available if you are interested. It 
contains a six-minute daily meditation for every day of 
Lent and it is published by the Diocese of Saginaw, MI. 
We will gladly send one to you while our supply lasts.

SOUTHWEST FRANCISCAN MISSIONS
P.O. BOX 12395, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87195

PHONE: (505) 877-8006

An Appeal  
FROM BROTHER BRUCE

Ash Wednesday 2022 blessing and distribution of ashes in Saint 
Augustine Parish Church of Baliuag, Philippines (Wikimedia Commons)
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THROUGH FRANCISCAN RELIEF FUND, 
FRIARS IN U.S. LAUNCH CAMPAIGN TO PROVIDE 
HUMANITARIAN AID TO EARTHQUAKE-STRICKEN 

FAMILIES 5,600 MILES AWAY IN TURKEY AND SYRIA

Franciscan friars in the U.S. are turning their attention to the humanitarian crisis in Turkey and Syria as the aftermath 
of one of the most cataclysmic earthquakes in history grows more dire by the day for families whose homes and 
belongings were destroyed, and who are sheltering in overcrowded homeless encampments that are running out of 
basic necessities.

Friars on the front lines in Turkey and Syria are responding to families that have turned to them for help, but their 
resources, like the emergency homeless shelters, are becoming scarce. For example, just in a small neighborhood in 
Aleppo – the city in Syria about 30 miles from the Turkish border – Franciscan friars are helping 4,000 people a day. 
There are tens of thousands more throughout the earthquake-stricken regions of Turkey and Syria that the friars are 
trying to help by providing food, water, and other supplies.

These brothers in Syria and Turkey have reached out to the Order in Rome, which has been in contact with the 
Franciscan Friars in the U.S. Our brothers overseas are very much aware of the support of the Franciscan Relief 
Fund–established in 2020 to provide assistance to people during times of natural disaster, disease, war, poverty 
and unemployment. Since the start of the war in Ukraine, the Fund has raised $945 million in humanitarian aid for 
homeless and displaced Ukrainian families.

The Franciscan Relief Fund has now turned its focus on humanitarian aid for the tens of thousands of earthquake-
stricken Turkish and Syrian citizens. The money raised by the Fund will be used to purchase food, bottled water, 
blankets, winter clothing, medicine and medical supplies, toiletries, and anything else that is needed.

Donations can be made by visiting www.FranciscanReliefFund.org/earthquake, or by calling 212-564-8799, or by 
mailing a check to:

The Franciscan Relief Fund
Attn: Earthquake Relief
129 West 31st Street
New York NY 10001
All donations are 100% tax-deductible.
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I t is always informative to sit with people of a place 
and listen to the storytelling. Some of the stories are 

pure nostalgia, describing how things used to be, “Back in 
the day!”

“The Sisters would be waiting for the school bus!” 
“I used to be a server.” 
“I’ve always wanted to be...” 
“Why aren’t there any sisters or friars around anymore?” 
“I remember how Fr. [fill in the blank] used to…!” 

Sometimes, oddly enough, the nostalgia of one 
person aligns precisely in another’s version! 

Nostalgia is always focused on the past: the “glory 
days,” how things used to be. (The painful past often 
takes a bit more teasing out.)

Another approach to storytelling is re-membering 
where we have been to clarify today’s personal 
engagement. It gives witness to the mentoring and 
challenge offered “back in the day!”

It is a witness to the values in one’s life rooted in the 
past while lived in the present.

The story of one’s life informs the direction life is 
being lived.

The Scriptures we hear at Mass each week—or read 
on our own—are the stories of the human family. In 
the same way we enjoy listening to stories within our 

families, so it is with the stories of our faith…

Which of these—nostalgia or engagement, is your take 
on the Scriptures? How are they more than quaint stories 
of the past?

What influence do you allow the Scriptures (daily 
reading? Sunday Liturgy?) to have on  your decision-
making process and value structures?

What roles and values found in the Scriptures as a 
way of life do you find still valid for today?

What better expresses your Christian identity— 
nostalgia or engagement? Is parish life something that 
“was” (nostalgia)?  Or is Christian life that “was” (pre-
pandemic) an aspect of your life that is worth getting 
engaged in–again?

All these ideas to float in your Domestic Church 
(household). Living nostalgically can allow us to drift 
away from relationships and identity. 

Engagement can foster our weaving the Scriptures’ 
stories into our stories, re-membering the Christian 
Community within our relationships; living impactful 
lives solid in the Gospel.

 

Nostalgia or 
Engagement?

A reflection by Father Charles McCarthy,  
OFM Conv.

All scripture is inspired by God and 
is useful for teaching, for refutation, 
for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, so that one who belongs 
to God may be competent, equipped for 

every good work.  
(2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

Traditional Pueblo “storyteller” figure, from Taos Pueblo.


