
Breaking Open the Word:  DO YOU SEE WHAT I SEE? 
March 19, 2023: 4th Sunday of Lent 

 

 

WE READ, LISTEN and BREAK OPEN THE WORD: 
Today’s Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a,  Ephesians 5:8-14 and the Gospel: John 9:1-41  While 
someone reads the Scripture(s), listen well. BE AWARE OF THE IMAGE BEING PAINTED, OR THE STORY BEING TOLD. 
DOES THE STORY OR THE IMAGE CALL TO MIND ANYTHING SIMILAR IN YOUR OWN LIFE EXPERIENCE? Share your 
impressions. 
This 4th Sunday of our Lenten Retreat is about Paradox – perception and how to see beyond what is 
no more. The Universal Church asks the Elect for Easter Sacraments to look again at the world and 
to see it afresh! Paul, writing to the Church (People) of Ephesus, expresses this. We say: Elect: 

YOU WERE ONCE DARKNESS! BUT NOW YOU ARE LIGHT IN THE LORD. 
 How does/can darkness become light? That is who we are in the Lord - Light! 
 How does brokenness become Whole? Thus, the debate in today’s Gospel. 
The Universal Church asks us, the membership, to look again at ourselves and to see anew at 
divisive and self-serving perceptions (darkness) for the sake of the common good (Light in the Lord)! 
Paul wakes us up: 

AWAKE, O SLEEPER! ARISE FROM THE DEAD! CHRIST WILL GIVE YOU LIGHT! 
Much of the focus in the Readings of Lent is about Justice, Living Justice, Acting Justly: 
 When have you been the Light and chose not to turn a blind eye to an injustice? 
 What woke you up? Where did your courage come from to do this? What resulted? 
 When have you felt lifeless with a “who cares” attitude? What brought that on? 
 What woke you up out of the funk? 
 How difficult was it for you to go along with what was being asked? 

<+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+> 
In today’s 1st Reading from the Book of Samuel! The whole House of Jesses is a buzz! The prophet is 
coming to choose a new King of Israel! What plays out is like in Cinderella or the Dursley Household 
(Harry Potter’s muggle family). It’s not who WE want, but, rather, the one Elected. Jesse’s older and 
fitter sons were not chosen – the youngest, relegated by all to the sheep, is chosen! 
Not as [we] see does God see, because [we] see the appearance but God looks into the heart. 
 When have you been called out to do something you thought would never have happened? 
 What was that like? How did it play out? [Hopefully better than for David! Sidetracked!] 
 When have you been surprised by the leadership of a person you didn’t think had in her/him? 

<+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+> 

John outdoes himself in this telling of the Blind Man! Or is it the befuddled People and so blind? 
I CAME INTO THIS WORLD…SO THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT SEE MIGHT SEE, 

AND THOSE WHO DO SEE MIGHT BECOME BLIND. 
 Who sees? Who sees but is steeped in fear (sin) and won’t speak up? Who is blind? 
 When have you turned a blind eye? 
 When have you been a whistle blower, a 12 Step interventionist? Written a letter to an editor or 

you elected representatives? When have you marched or struck seeking change for the Common 
Good? What awakened you to the need and got you out of your seat to act?  

 What is our responsibility to witness the Gospel, to Awaken and Engage in the Common Good? 
+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+> 

  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/16?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/5?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/9?1
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