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The mission of Roncalli High School is to educate in the Catholic tradi ons of spiritual growth, life-long service, and academic excellence. 



Here at Roncalli, as a community of believers in Jesus, we are striving to be Christ-like to 
others and to come into full communion with Him.  This is often times difficult given our fallen 
nature as sinners but luckily we have role models who have shown us that all is not lost.  The 
saints were people just like us trying to accomplish the same goal.  Since they have already 
succeeded, it only makes sense that we should follow their example. Roncalli High School spe-
cifically looks to three saints as our patrons who help guide our school community in the ways of 
Christ.  They are Saint Francis, Saint John XXIII, and Saint John Baptist de La Salle.  Each one 
of them offered an unique spirituality that contributes to the mission of our school.  In terms of 
service, it is La Salle to whom we look.  

By: Heather LeClair 

There are many opportunities offered at Roncalli for students to participate in service.  These 
are given through Lasallian Youth.  Throughout the year there are various projects that work to bet-
ter the lives of others in our community.  Some popular projects are leaf raking, apple pie making, 
Adopt a Family Christmas Drive, and auction set up and clean up. Christ has called us to help those 
in need, therefore it is part of the mission of Roncalli High School to do so.  The spiritual basis of 
this stems from the life and actions of Saint John Baptist de La Salle.  This is easily noted because 
our service group is named after him, and for good reason.  La Salle spent his life reaching out to 
the poor and marginalized.  He took steps to ensure that they were nourished academically and 
physically.  These actions were inspired by his awareness of God in every action in which he took 
part.  Every person we encounter is an encounter with God, therefore to serve them is to serve 
God. Lasallian youth is an expression of Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s outreach and care for the 
poor and marginalized and a way to encounter God.  But how can we fully encounter God if we do 
not try to know Him personally? 

Bleacher cleanup 



A relationship with God is a key part of truly fulfilling an action of service.  God calls each one of us 
to reach out to the poor and marginalized.  Works of this nature can be done without any thought of 
God, but the heart of the individual will always remain partially empty.  Service is an opportunity to 
grow with God and find Him in others.  Saint Paul reminds us in his first letter to the Corinthians that 
those of us who do not desire to know God will not receive Him.  “The person without the Spirit does 
not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot 
understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit: (1 Corinthians 2:14).  If one 
forms a deep love of God, they are inspired to service because God first served us.  Therefore, they 
will be able to fully receive the gifts of God.  Through Christ’s death and resurrection, every human 
being has been claimed by His love and salvation.  This calls us to live for God and serve others 
with the eyes and mind of Jesus Christ.  Service does more than help others physically.  It nourishes 
them and ourselves spiritually and allows Christ to be present. 

Roncalli students at Lake Michigan beach cleanup 

Bleacher cleanup 

At St. Vincent de Paul store 



Cross Country 
By: Katya Konopacki 

 
At first glance, cross country might not seem like the most important or interesting 
sport. There is no pep band. There are no cheerleaders. The whole school certainly does 
not look forward to the Thursday night cross country meet, like they do for the Friday 
night football game. Although, I can admit that most of us cross country runners don’t 
particularly look forward to those meets either. Cross country is simply a sport which 
gets less attention than others. However, it is a fantastic sport with lots to offer. Here 
are three characteristics that make cross country such a good choice! 
 
Unique 
 
Cross country is unique in the fact that it is just as much of an 
individual sport as it is a team sport. You get to choose how hard 
you want to work to achieve results. At any meet, it is a constant 
mix of wanting to get a new personal record, but also wanting to 

place well for your team. Everyone’s race matters, no matter if you are the first or last 
runner, because every person you pass helps the team place higher. That is what makes 
cross country so unique. If you work hard, every person has the ability to impact the 

team in a positive way. 
 
Challenging 
 
Ask any cross country runner to name the most challenging sport 
and they will most likely tell you it is this one. Cross country requires not only physical 
strength, but mental strength as well. This is so important for running in general. You 
have to believe in yourself and a lot of times, be your own motivation. It is about push-
ing harder and stronger each time. No one can force you to run faster, longer, or to even 
run at all. You have to want it  
badly enough. Most people who don’t run probably wonder why we do this sport if it’s 
so challenging. After all, cross country is not a pretty sport. The 
drive be better than you were the day before keeps runners going 
and the idea of leaving behind something we have grown to love 
so much seems almost impossible. 

 
 
Worth It 
 

Despite the challenge of the sport, cross country is completely 
worth it. Countless amazing memories are made at meets and 
practices. The team really feels like a family and every single 
person is cheered for and encouraged. Not to mention, there are 
tons of food, whether it be fruit after practice or wonderful team 
dinners donated by coaches and parents. A lot of the race cours-
es are very beautiful as well. So, it’s the perfect way to enjoy the outdoors during the 
beautiful season of fall. If you want to make friends and awesome memories, this is the 
sport for you. If you want to stay active, cross country is obviously a great option. So 
don’t be nervous or afraid to go out for this awesome sport. No matter if you run every-
day or have never ran a day in your life, we have a spot for you. 
 



        Before our teachers began their careers here at Roncalli, they were known for talents other than teaching.   Mr. 
Berkhout was a city assessor, Mr. Jahnke was a basketball/football player at Carroll University, and Mrs. Piaskowski was 
a stay at home mom. Before becoming the new Government, World History, and Psychology teacher, as well as the 
assistant football coach and JV coach, Mr. Ben Ruechel was a linebacker for the Wisconsin Badgers (number 57). 
Wearing a Badger jersey came with responsibility, but in the end it was an experience he loved and will never forget. 

          If you want to excel at something, you have to start somewhere. Mr. Ruechel grew up in Oconto, Wisconsin, 
where he started playing flag football in third grade and con nued to play very successfully throughout high school. In 
only his second game as a freshman, he broke the school record for single game rushing yards. He went on to break 
many other records and was named Conference Player of the Year when he was a junior. With a high school football 
coach as a father, Mr. Ruechel wanted to be a player for his dad’s team for as long as he can remember, having gone to 
the prac ces since age three. 

 About his decision to go to UW-Madison, Mr. Ruechel said, “Madison was a very good academic school and it 
also gave me the opportunity to compete athle cally at the highest level.” Mr. Ruechel double majored in History and 
Spanish at UW Madison which was difficult to balance at first. Eventually he learned how to budget his me between 
school and athle cs, but it was not easy. His dad and mom were very influen al on his life, in fact, his dad was also a 
history teacher. 

         “Playing for the Wisconsin Badgers was extremely challenging but at the same me extremely rewarding,” Mr. 
Ruechel said. He especially enjoyed Badger football because of the bonds he created with his teammates. “There were 
games we played where the other team had more talent but we knew we would always be in the game because of the 
way we worked so hard.” His favorite memory from UW was ge ng to share the game day experience with his family. 
“Game day in Madison is a really unique and awesome experience that I was happy to share.”  Playing at Camp Randall 
with his teammates surrounded by the most spirited crowd of fans in the country was an experience Mr. Ruechel 
couldn’t describe. “It was an instant adrenalin rush and I could truly feel all of the energy around myself.” Mr. Ruechel’s 
advice for athletes who want to play football in college is, “The be er you perform academically, the more athle c 
opportuni es will open to you.” 

          Mr. Ruechel learned a lot from being on the team, but two things in par cular stood out as important life lessons. 
“An alumnus had talked to the team once and said that once you play football, everything else is easy. Life a er 
football is a step back.” They were prepared to handle anything that was thrown at them a er their football careers. 
Another me, they had just lost a game, and when they got together a er, the coach said, “Don’t let them beat you 
twice.” Move on from the loss, don’t hang on to it so that the next week you’re so low you don’t win again. Mr. 
Ruechel applies this advice to all areas of life. Mr. Ruechel graduated in May 2015 and earned his Masters degree in 
August 2016. 

 Roncalli is very happy to welcome Mr. Ruechel as a teacher and coach. So far at Roncalli, he really feels a great 
sense of community. “Both the students and faculty have done a no ceable job of going out of their way to welcome 
me,” said Mr. Ruechel. Just like the adventures in his past, he is excited to embrace his journey at Roncalli doing what 
he loves. 

Ar cle By: Clara Dramm 

MMr. Ruechel Tackles New  
Position at Roncalli 



By: Justin Polzin & Garrett Gleichner 

Being new to a 
sport can be scary for any 
athlete. Team    Dinners 
give the athletes the oppor-
tunity to get to know one       
another before a race, 
game, or match.  These 
dinners help build team 
chemistry away from  the 
playing surface.  They 
build trust as well as 
friendships.  

Team dinners are the meals normally held the day before a game. Families take turns making or buy-
ing food for their child’s team.  They offer some of the best food for us athletes to get ready for the game. 
There is a variety of things each team does for team dinners, some differences may be the location or kind of 
meals they have.  Players always are looking forward to what is on the menu for the next team dinner. 

    Cross Country 

  Volleyball 

The Team Dinner 



Although team dinners are fo-
cused around the athletes and 
the bond they create, we cannot 
forget those people who help 
make every team dinner possi-
ble; our parents. Every week, a 
new group of parents  plan 
what will be on the menu for 
the team dinners. The parents 
then purchase the food and all 
the necessities needed to make 
it a successful team dinner.  
Thank you parents! 

As senior football players, some of our best memories of playing football are the Thursday nights before the 
big game, when we would talk about how past games went as well prepare our game plan for Friday night’s 
game. Looking back, we realize that team bonding occurred through all those team dinners, allowing use to 
built trust off the field as well as on the field for each one of our teammates.  To us a team is a family. As the 
season came to an end,  we started to savor every team dinner. The memories we made at those team dinners 
will last a lifetime! 

Football 

Girls Tennis 

Football 



Once upon a time I was sitting in my third grade classroom,  
and we were going around saying what we wanted to be  
when we grew up – I knew what I wanted to say – I wanted  
to be a climbing ranger. I love the mountains, so how great to have it be your job to go rock climbing every 
day?! Well, when my turn came I surprised everyone (including myself) when I said, “I want to be a Sister!” I 
remember covering my mouth with my hand and being taken totally by surprise because I had never even seen 
a Sister! But because I knew that thought had not come from me, I understood it to be the first stirrings of a 
possible call from God. I finally met my first Sister in high school at Roncalli – Sister Jane! I graduated from 
there in 2011 – something I never expected. It’s not that I didn’t expect to graduate from high school (although 
my family might joke otherwise), it’s just that I didn’t expect to go to Roncalli since we lived in Sheboygan. 
But because my parents valued Catholic education so highly that is where we ended up.  
 

A Journey from Roncalli Student  
to Franciscan Sister 

as told by Sister Mary Teresa Bettag 



 
I was less than enthused by the idea at first since most of my friends were going to local high 
schools, but it ended up being an incredible blessing. Before long I was trying out all the differ-
ent sports, signing up for Lifeguards and Lasallian Youth, throwing myself into my classes, 
making friends and really enjoying it all. Almost too soon, graduation rolled around. 
 
I had not forgotten about my experience back in third grade, and religious life was still very 
much on my mind and heart, but I planned to go to college first. After looking at colleges all 
over the country, to my surprise I ended up right back in Manitowoc at Silver Lake College of 
the Holy Family where I majored in theology and mathematics and got a teacher licensure. I 
loved college – I again got involved in cross-country, band, study abroad, campus ministry, and 
of course classes too. I discovered in myself a real desire to learn, and I discovered that my 
sense of call to religious life was growing too. Interestingly, although the Franciscan Sisters of 
Christian Charity sponsor Silver Lake College and are very much a presence there I hadn’t giv-
en them much thought – after all, they had been my teachers through high school and college – 
that would be weird! But as senior year drew nearer I began to feel increasing urgency to pursue 
my call to religious life, and I began seeking out the community that I was being called to. I 
went on retreats, and I prayed, but it all seemed fruitless. I was getting confused and a little dis-
couraged. Finally, a friend encouraged me to go on a retreat with the Franciscans and it was 
there that I experienced a profound sense of call – a clarity that I had never experienced before 
or since; I knew I was being called to the Franciscans – now I just had to do it. 
 
So in March of 2015 I applied to join, I was accepted in June, and on my 22 nd birthday in Au-
gust I flew out to Yuma, Arizona to enter the community as a postulant (the first step in reli-
gious formation) and to complete my student teaching at one of the high schools sponsored by 
the community. 
 
Since then I have returned to the Motherhouse here in Manitowoc, and in June of this year I was 
received into the novitiate (the second step of the formation process) as Sister Mary Teresa Bet-
tag. Religious life has been one great adventure so far – I have gone places I never dreamt of 
(Arizona, Mexico, World Youth Day in Poland), been challenged to growth, deepened my spir-
itual life, and found the peace and joy that my heart was made for. 
 
It is my prayer for each one of you that as you move on to the next step in your lives, you too 
may find that for which you were made. Seek it in Christ and you will find it, and have the 
courage to say “yes,” you will not be disappointed! 

Story by : Sister Mary Teresa Bettag 
Page design by: Matthew Pawlowski 



 Ms. Cotter has been teaching at Roncalli for sev-
eral years. In May of 2016, the entire school prayed for 
her. On Monday of one week, her neighbor had no-
ticed that she had not gotten her paper, and her car 
had not moved from the night before. Her neighbor 
was concerned and went to check on her. When there 
was no answer, she became worried and was able to 
get the key to go inside to check on Ms. Cotter. When 
she found her unconscious, she called 911. She was in a 
coma for around 24 hours, and had no clear memories 
of anything that week until Thursday. Sister Jane went 
to visit her in the hospital, and informed Ms. Cotter 
that everyone was praying for her well-being.  

The prayers assisted her recovery. When she was re-
leased from the hospital, Ms. Cotter had to go through 
extensive physical therapy. She stayed in a nursing 
home during that time, and needed the use of an oxy-
gen tank to breathe. Ms. Cotter thanks everyone for 
their prayers to help her recover. A nurse at the nurs-
ing home was amazed at her fast recovery. She said to 
her, “God must have a plan for you.” Ms. Cotter’s doc-
tor made the comment that she was very lucky to be 
alive. It is amazing how the people around Ms. Cotter 
were so caring, and how prayer saved her life.  

Miss Cotter’s  
Story of Faith 

“God must 
have a plan 

for you.”  

Article written by Georgia 
Stangel, Madisen Hartlaub 
and Abby Best 



We recently asked Mrs. Piaskowski to explain her role at Roncalli.  Here are her responses: 
 
What exactly do you do? My primary function at Roncalli is as the Learning Needs Teacher.  We all learn 
in our own unique ways, all having our own personal learning styles.  For some, learning how they learn 
best isn't quite as obvious.  It is my job to help them learn how to learn so that they have the skills neces-
sary to be successful in their school work and in their future endeavors. In addition, I work with my fellow 
teachers on ways to adapt or modify classroom materials to make it possible for all students to best demon-
strate what they know.  Part of my Education degree focuses on Adaptive Education from which I have 
gained many teaching and learning strategies to best help those who struggle with their school work. 
 
Another role I have is as the Testing Coordinator which means I oversee all State standardized testing and 
Advanced Placement testing.  I also manage our school's Title funding, which is the government program 
that provides funding to improve academic achievement for disadvantaged students. 
 
Lastly, I manage all scheduling, staffing, and billing for the Fine Arts Center. 
 
How can a student who wants help approach you?  One misconception is that I only work with students 
who have special learning needs, such as dyslexia or a specific learning disability.  This is totally false!  I 
work with anyone who feels they need extra help in a certain area.  Some students come to me when they 
have a test coming up so I can help them come up with strategies to make the material a little more mean-
ingful so it is easier for them to remember.  Some students just need help with study skills that they may be 
lacking.  Anyone can come to see me or Ms. Nickels if they feel they are struggling in a class or with cer-
tain subject content.  Not everyone I work with is in my Study Skills class; I often work with students be-
fore or after school as well.  Sometimes it is just a matter of reteaching a certain concept in a different way 
that can trigger understanding.  Other times we can set that student up with a tutor.  The important thing is 
that ALL students are welcome to come to me for help outside the classroom. 
 
What is my favorite part of your job?  I love it when I can reteach a concept or explain something in a dif-
ferent way for a student that makes it understandable.  Seeing that "Ahh" moment when the light bulb goes 
on is actually a pretty cool rush for any teacher!  I also love seeing a student who used to heavily rely on 
my help, gradually no longer needing my assistance.  That's my ultimate goal...to give students the tools to 
be successful on their own. 

Article written by Macy Dueno and Hannah Gleichner 

Mrs. Piaskowski: Helping Students Succeed 



When you picture high school football 
games, what do you see? To many 
people, the game means cheering in the 
student section. To others, it means 
playing out on the field. But to some, 
football games mean pep band.  The 
Roncalli pep band brings fun, exciting 
music and a certain pump-up factor to 
the games, especially when they 
proudly perform the Roncalli school.  
They play pre-game,  between the first 
and second quarter, after touchdowns, 
and a field show at halftime.  This year, 
the band performed three field shows 
featuring the songs  
Applause by Lady Gaga, Uma Thurman 

by Fallout Boy, and Uptown Funk by Mark Ronsen. They execute a series of 
formations on the field while playing.  

Pep Band 



Lots of work went into this year's field show. The band spent a week at band camp, 
practicing the music and different formations. They fought their way through marching 
exercises in the blistering heat with limited water breaks. Mistakes at band camp re-
sulted in push-ups for your entire section. The days may have ended with sore arms, 
legs, or lips, but the band didn't care. They knew it was their duty and they were proud 
to be a part of such an awesome organization. Band camp is a time when you can 
hang out with your friends and make new friends too. The band worked hard to pre-
pare for your musical entertainment at football games. Band camp was loads of fun, 
even though it was also a lot of work. I'd say it was well worth it though, wouldn't you?  

By: Emily Guillete 



INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

Left to Right: Leo Zhnag, Paja Kruzikova, Hali Rzewuska, and Nick Ketthab 

Yihan Zhang, or Leo, is a junior from China. He is 
participating in the Student Travel Schools. Leo 
says he is a follower of romanticism and at the 

same time existentialism. He wants to be a world 
known director and traveler.  Leo is hosted by the 

Gentine family. 

Narathip Ketthab, or Nick, is currently a sopho-
more from Thailand. He participates in the Thai-
American exchange program here in  Manitowoc 
County which has continued to bring in students 
to the Lakeshore area since 2010. Nick enjoys 
football and music. He is hosted by the Smith 

family. 

Has your experience here helped you 
learn to respect cultural differences? 
“I think I was well globalized and educated to 
understand the cultural difference in a much 
younger age already”(Yihan Zhang - Leo). 



Question & Answer 
  How did you choose the United States? 

“I like the education within the United States. Also, 
last time I was in the United States I was in Mani-
towoc. I made some friends here before, and I also 

wanted the same host family as last time. That is why 
I chose to come to the United States” (Narathip 

Ketthab - Nick).  

How long have you been in the U.S.? Have 
you been here before? and if so, where? 

“I have been here since the beginning of August this 
year. I was here last year too, but only for a three-week 
trip. We went to west part of the US, though, to Cali-

fornia, Arizona, Utah and Nevada”(Pavlina Kruzikova 
or Paja).  

What do you like the most/the least about the 
U.S? 

“I really enjoy my stay in America. I meet wonderful 
people every day! I like everything, because many 

things are totally new for me. I try to catch every mo-
ment and take up challenges to make good memories. 

When it comes to the thing that I like the least, I’m sor-
ry, but American bread could be better! Haha!” (Halina 

Rzewuska - Hali). 
 

Program Missions 
Student Travel Schools  

“STS Foundation is a not for profit organization 
dedicated to providing educational and memorable 

exchanges for young people wishing to visit the 
US. STS stands for Student Travel Schools.” 

Stsfoundation.org 

Pauvlina Kruzikova, or Paja, is a junior from 
Czech Republic. She is a part of the Global Out-
reach program. Paja loves physics and even com-
petes back in the Czech Republic. She also enjoys 
playing piano, cooking, and track. She is hosted 

by the Henning family.  

Halina Rzewuska, or Hali, is 17 years old. She is a 
junior from Poland. Hali is also a participant of the 
Global Outreach program. She enjoys theatre and 
journalism. Hali is hosted by the Becker family. 

Pudgimelon Thai-American Program 
“The purpose of this exchange program is to pro-
vide a safe and meaningful educational experience 

for both Thai students and their American hosts and 
classmates. The Thai students will have an oppor-
tunity to improve their English-speaking skills by 
living with and going to school with Americans.” 

Pudgimelon.com 

Global Outreach Program 
“Global Outreach is committed to the building of a 
civilization of love in Central/Eastern Europe as 
well as in the United States through the formation 
of young Catholic leaders who are committed to 
rebuilding the Church and society.” 

Globaloutreachprogram.com 



Our fall theater production was a play written by English playwright Sir Noel Coward.  This play 
concerns the socialite and novelist Charles Condomine, who invites the eccentric medium and 

clairvoyant, Madame Arcati, to his house to conduct a séance, hoping to gather material for his next 
book.  The scheme backfires when he is haunted by the ghost of his annoying and temperamental 
first wife, Elvira, after the séance.  Elvira makes continual attempts to disrupt Charles’s marriage to 

his second wife, Ruth, who cannot see or hear the ghost. 

Student Director: Madison Lewandowski 
 

Article by: Marcella Van Eyck 

My experience as the student director has been one of the 
favorite things that I have done in my senior year so 

far.  What I do on a day-to-day basis is to help the actors with 
their lines and blocking (stage directions).  I also help Miss 

Green with whatever she needs me to do.  This might include 
running to get her script book in her room, helping her pick 

out costumes for the show, and telling tech crew when lights 
should come on and when to turn them off, and what sound 

effects should go where. 

Leah Brey Isabella Beckner Justin Gottshall 

Grace Simono Hope Gentile Connor Angst Nicole Wagner 



“Going into tennis my freshmen year, I was very skep cal. I was unaware whether 
or not I would be friends with fellow teammates or where I’d start in the lineup. 
Throughout my mul ple tennis seasons I have built friendships that will last forever, 
found a passion for the sport, and created memories of a life me. Joining tennis 
was one of the greatest experiences high school has offered me and I am beyond 
blessed to share it with my teammates!” - Paige Haws, 2018. 

“I enjoyed tennis this year because the people were awesome! I joined because I thought it would be a 
good experience and allow me to meet new people.” - Anne Gen ne, 2020.  

“I am very happy I decided to join tennis this year. It is a great environment with fun 
couches and teammates. Everyone made me feel very welcomed and I am extremely 
sad to say the season is over, but I’m excited for next year!” - Margo Eis, 2019.  

“I joined tennis because I’ve been playing it since I was a kid and I wanted to con nue 
playing throughout high school. I enjoy it because it’s a good way to get my anger out.” 
- Maya Ledvina, 2017.  

“Coaching the Roncalli girls tennis team has been an enjoyable experience this year. In this 2nd year of 
coaching, what I appreciate the most is the ways in which I am able to interact with 
the girls on the team in a comfortable, relaxed manner.  I have go en to know sever-
al of the girls over this period of me and I am grateful for having the opportunity to 
coach them in a sport they enjoy and facilitate an environment where they can so-
cialize with friends and peers. “  - Assistant Coach Steve Mirsberger. 

 

“This season the Roncalli girls tennis team faced some tough 
compe on.  A er losing half our team from last year, many 
girls have been required to step up and play at higher levels 
throughout the en re year.  I am proud of the team as a whole 
because we had an extremely diverse schedule this year which 
included much traveling as well as periods of me where we 
played strong teams we struggled against and then teams in 
which we found wins easier to come by, finishing 3rd in our conference.  Overall I hope 
the girls were able to improve their tennis skills, but more importantly I hope they en-
joyed themselves and had fun over the course of the season. “   - Coach Phil Kuenzi. 

Girls Tennis Team 
I interviewed my teammates of 
the Roncalli Girls Tennis  Team 
to find out why they  enjoy the 

sport so much and their favorite 
parts of the season.  

By Madisen Hartlaub 



Our freshmen came from 17 schools: 
Sheboygan Leadership Academy 
Chilton Area Catholic School 
Christ Child Academy, Sheboygan 
Holy Rosary, Kewaunee 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, Sheboygan 
St. Francis of Assisi School, Manitowoc 
St. Mary/St. Michael School, Clarks Mills 
St. Mary, Algoma 
St. Agnes School, Butler, WI 
Brillion Middle School 
Risen Savior Lutheran School, Milwaukee 
Lake Country Academy Sheboygan 
LB Clarke School, Two Rivers 
Stephenson Middle School, Michigan 
Wilson Jr. High, Manitowoc 
Washington Jr. High, Manitowoc 
Life Academy, Manitowoc 

By: Elizabeth Tulachka 



Relatives Attending/Attended 
Roncalli: 

29 out of 72 Freshmen have/had 
siblings at Roncalli. 
13 out of 72 Freshmen have par-
ents who attended Roncalli. 
Two Freshmen even had grand-
parents who attended Roncalli. 

Is High School What 
You Expected? 

“High school is a mix of what I 
expected and what I didn’t 

expect. I think I didn’t expect 
a lot more things though. One 
thing I didn’t expect was how 

nice and accepting a lot of 
people were. On orientation 

day, I was sitting in the atrium 
alone; and a couple of seniors 
came to talk to me and it was 

a very welcoming environ-
ment. But so far it wasn’t what 

I expected; it was better.” 

-Will Haase 

“High school is better than I 
expected it to be. I thought it 
was going to be just like any 
other year, but it was not. All 
of the teachers are fun and 
seem to know the material 

they are teaching. The whole 
high school environment pro-
vides a lot more freedom and 
makes it more fun. In my opin-
ion, high school is much better 
than middle school and it sur-

passed my expectations.” 

-Luke Koschnick 



One of the things that stood out this year at football games 
was the student section. The increased participation is thanks 
to the leadership of our upperclassmen here at Roncalli. 
Cheering on our classmates and getting together has been one 
of the highlights of  this Fall season. Regardless of the out-
come of a game, our student section was always there to 
cheer on and support our classmates, the players down there 
on the field.  

Our Student Section 

In addition to supporting our fellow students, going to games game us time for hanging out with friends. 
is as good as any. Preparing for themes and wearing silly outfits can be just as fun as actually being at 
the game. This year, students can be featured on the student section’s Twitter page (@RonchyStudents) 
for “Fan of the Night,” where a photo of the fan(s) of the night will be posted . 

Going to the game 

We interviewed three students who took a leadership role in the student section at both home and away 
varsity football games this past season:  Emerson Boettcher, Billy Fox, and Keegan Johnsrud. 

Emerson - More of a behind the scenes star, Emerson con-
tributed her time and effort to the games. She worked diligently 
to ensure the best outcome of the games. Whether it was 15 
hours making fat heads, 3 hours every game editing a video, or 
4 hours making student section signs, Emerson’s the fan!  

Billy - The man, the myth, the legend...Billy Fox. This man was always a 
significant contribution to the student section, whether he was leading cheers 
or reminding the students to “stay hydrated,” or “stay loose.” Billy has al-
ways looked out for the best of our students here at Roncalli.  

Keegan  - He is a junior representative in student government, here at Ron-
calli. He has lead the student section in multiple cheers and presented the idea 
of tailgating our football games. Keegan has also never missed a game, show-
ing his commitment to our teams and our school.  

By Matt LeVene and David Heinzen 



Question: Why do you go to the games? 
 
Billy: I go to the games to support my classmates.  It’s also a friendly environment to meet new peo-
ple.  Whether the Jets win or lose it’s always a good time.   
 
Keegan: I enjoy going to the games because it's a great way to cheer on my friends.  It is also a really fun 
time cheering on the Jets with the whole student section. 
 
Emerson: it's really important to be involved during one’s high school career. If that opportunity does not 
arise through a team, you get a sense from the student section. Cheering on your classmates with your 
peers is unifying for the student body. 

Question: What are some things you’d like to see from the student section at future 
sporting events?  
 
Billy:  I would just like to see the student section be on my level. 
 
Keegan: I would like to see some new faces at future games.  If you haven't come to any games I really en-
courage you to because it's a great time and everyone has a lot of fun. 
 
Emerson: I would like the participation in cheers to go up. I understand that underclassman may be scared 
to mess up the cheers, which is probably why they do not cheer as much. I want the underclassmen to feel a 
part of the student section from their first day at Roncalli. 

Question:  Is there anything you’d like to let the other students here at Roncalli know?  
 
Billy:  The students should know that Roncalli sporting events have a wonderful atmosphere. People are 
friendly and we are all working towards one goal.  Hope to see you there. 
 
Keegan: Make sure to make the most out of every game you go to.  We only have so many games to attend, 
so try and make each one as fun as possible.  Don't being worried about acting dumb and embarrassing your-
self, just have fun! 
 
Emerson: High schools sports are a small part of a very long lifespan, but that's no reason not to make the 
absolute best out of them. If you've never been to a sporting event, give it a try. You may end up meeting 
someone new and having a good time. 

Hawaiian night...and a T-Rex  Whiteout night 



Homecoming 2016 



By: Matthew Pawlowski 
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Fall Band Concert in the 
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