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The mission of Roncalli High School is to educate in the Catholic tradi ons of spiritual growth, life-long service, and academic excellence. 

A View from above during Homecoming Week activities 
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2017-18 1st Semester Publications Team 
The Pilot is created by students who are in Mr. Woodcock”s 3rd Block “A” Day Publications class. We meet in 
the Brother’s House, if you have any ideas for upcoming issues of the Pilot, Yearbook, or just want to stop by 
and see our class please do. We are always looking for Photographers and Story Writers. The class is offered for 
the full year, or can be taken as a semester class.  
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Keegan Johnsrud and Joe Gentine, affectionately known around Roncalli as “Big Joe”, are 
taking student sections to a new level. Joe and Keegan have hatched the idea to not only cre-
ate a name for our beloved student section, but went as far as to make shirts specifically for 
our students. 

Flight Crew Apparel is Ready For Takeoff  

Keegan and Joe have had sales of their T-shirts during 10 
minute break and lunches, and have had great success as 
they have sold almost all of their T-shirts, with just a few 
remaining. When asked about the future of Flight 
Crew,  and their goals for the brand here is what they had to 
say. “We are looking into various options for apparel ex-
pansion. We definitely want to put out a shirt for the up-
coming basketball season, but no other plans are set in 
stone.” 

The Flight Crew T-shirts can not only be worn at events, but are so stylish you 
can represent Flight Crew apparel wherever you are. 

When asked on the origin of the name and its sig-
nificance, Joe and Keegan responded“ Our first 
idea was fly tees, but we quickly scrapped this 
idea. After conversing back and forth we had the 
genius idea of Flight Crew. The beauty of The 
Flight Crew is that it fits perfectly with our school's 
mascot, The Jets.” As our Jets take flight in events, 
The Flight Crew will passionately cheer them on. 
With the takeoff of Flight Crew our student section 
soars high above the rest! 

Story by: Matt LeVene 
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Roncalli Alumni… Where are They Now? 
People Who Were Once Walking These Same Halls and Their Incredible Stories  

Dalton Hermans 
Class of 2013 

What is your current job?  

I am currently a post-baccalaureate research fellow at the National Institute of Health just outside 
of Washington DC. Right now my research is focused on applications and potential improvements 
to cancer immunotherapies. Immunotherapy is when you use the body's immune system to target 
disease causing materials in the body such as cancer. Specifically, I am looking at how immune 
cells change their metabolism (the amount of energy they are using) in order to fight cancer. We 
believe that it's possible that certain cytokines (signaling molecules in the immune system) may be 
able to change these immune cells' metabolism to either improve or worsen their ability to kill 
cancer cells. My day-to-day activities involve doing experiments for this project, attending lectures 
related to this research, reading other papers published about this research, and meeting with other 
scientists for discussion and collaboration. 

College 

I went to Madison and majored in Molecular Biology.  

Melissa Hillmer 
Class of 1993 

I am a Radio City Rockette in New York City. As a Radio City Rockette, a lot of people know 
us for our Christmas show which runs from October 1st to January 1st. We have rehearsal six days a 
week from 10-5 where we learn all of the choreography and put the show together with the other 
singers and dancers for three and a half weeks. Then we move to the stage with costumes and 
lighting. We rehearse 1-10 at night, 6 days a week for about a week and a half right up until 
opening. We rarely have a day off. If you have off from the show, you work with the PR 
department, attend TV interviews, visit local hospitals, or practice for the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade. For the Rockettes off season, I am one of the thirteen full time rockettes. We are basically 
on call. We make appearances at events or teach dance classes. This year we performed at the Tony 
Awards which was the first time they were back at Radio City. We are partnering again with the 

USO. We havent partnered with them in 70 years. We work with military men and 
women and their families and go to bases to perform for them at special events. I am 
the oldest Rockette to still be dancing and I have been dancing for the most 
years out of everyone. I star ted in 2000 and my fir st performance was in 
Chicago.  

What is your current job?  

What things have you done in the past?  

I did a project at the University of Wisconsin-Madison where we had a patient who had been blind since birth due to a 
genetic defect. We took cells from the patient's skin and regrew them into cells you would normally find in a human eye. 
We then studied these cells and tried to design therapies to restore vision to them in the hope that a therapy that worked 
in the cells outside of the patient's body would also work for the patient as well. The other major research project I did 
was at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis. There, I studied the ability of the influenza virus to mutate and 
cause global pandemics. I looked at how certain molecules in the body are able to fight off the influenza virus and tried 
to characterize some of those responses the body has to infection.  
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Sean Patrick Oswald 
Class of 2007 

What is your current job?  

I work for a pharmaceutical company and right now I do marketing for one of 
our cancer drugs. I am moving to France in two weeks and I’ll be the chief of 
staff for the vaccines business in Europe. The company is all over the world.  

College 

I went to Duke University in North Carolina and majored in Biology and Religion.  

What things have you done in the past?  

I’ve always worked for the same company and I’ve had 4 or 5 different jobs 
with them in all different places. A couple years ago, I started a nonprofit in 
Africa and worked there for about 3 years.  It’s called the PAMOJA Mentors 
which is a Swahili word meaning “together”. It brought athletes from the 
United States and Kenya together to mentor homeless kids in Africa. A lot of 
children in Africa who live on the streets are addicted to unhealthy habits, and 
we work with them to see the opportunities in life and make healthier 
decisions. We do sports clinics and arts (plays, music, singing, dancing) The 
athletes work together to colead and coteach these children. One of my 
teammates and I thought of the idea and started it in Summer of 2013. We 
actually started a company in the United States to raise funds for it and I was 
the President and CEO of that company so I basically started my own business 
and used it to do volunteer work in Kenya. I was also a volunteer track coach 
for a high school and at Duke University.  

I was a dancer with Jean Ann Ryan Productions. I traveled the world performing in shows on cruise 
ships. I loved it so much that I did it in some of my off seasons after the Christmas show. I 
performed in Anything Goes at The Paper Mill Playhouse and I did two national Broadway tours; 
Fossy and Sweet Charity with Molly Ringwald.  

What things have you done in the past?  

With having over 22 years as a professional dancer, it takes a toll on your body. I continue to do the 
work that eighteen year old girls do when they come in. and I haven't had any major injuries that 
have been able to take me out. I had to leave college and not finish my education so I could pursue 
my love for dance. Knowing that I had a strong education background from Roncalli, I went back to 
school and I got my degree from UW Milwaukee simultaneously. I graduated in 2010 with a degree 
in communications and psychology. 

College 
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Of course, the Engineering Lab won’t just stay the way it is. It will 
be upgraded over the years, staying current with what Roncalli 
students need to be prepared for their careers. Roncalli has made a 
great choice in putting this lab in. With so many people going on to 
careers involving STEM, it really is a leap into the future. 
 

Roncalli STEM Lab 
S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) is an ever-growing part of the modern 
world, driving nearly everything we do. Getting a career in STEM is one of the smartest 
options these days, simply because of the massive abundance of high-paying jobs available 
after only two years of schooling. But it’s best to start off early, and that’s where Roncalli 
comes in. Recently, Roncalli has put in its very own Engineering Lab. 

Getting kids into engineering and technology is more important than ever 
these days. There are a large number of jobs that are out there, and most 
aren’t filled. It’s for that very reason that companies are dishing out big 
cash to get qualified people to work for them. Current economic 
projections point to the United States needing one million more STEM 
jobs in the next ten years than can be supplied, which means great things 
for kids our age. The average starting salary for a STEM job is around 60-
70 thousand dollars, which is nearly twice as much as that for other 
professions. Even better, all that can be obtained with a two year degree. 
At this point, an Engineering Lab was “much needed in order to stay 
current” , according to engineering teacher Mr. Warren Brewer, with the 
education trends of today. 

The Roncalli Engineering Lab is there to meet these needs, starting 
this year and on into the future. We spoke with Mr. Brewer about the 
features of the new lab, and it seems like it’s going to be a great place 
to both get a head start and have fun at the same time. It has an open 
layout, with wheeled chairs and tables, in order to encourage 
collaboration, which is vital in today's workplace climate. Cubicles 
and offices are on the way out, and collaborative workspaces are on 
the way in. Brand new laptops were purchased, with new technology, 
in order to power the AutoCAD computer design software that will be 
part of the curriculum. The room has whiteboards and SMART boards, 
to display ideas and ingenuity with ease and style. The class itself will 
be “very hands-on” which many of today’s attention starved students 
will appreciate greatly. After all, it’s much easier to stay focused when 
you can do something with your mind and your hands. The 
Engineering Lab is going to be very intriguing for many students. 

5 Story by: Peter Stolz 



Mr. Hendricks’ Musical Talent 
Mr. Paul Hendricks is a musical legend like none have ever heard before. 

Mr. Hendricks has always had an interest in music. He has been playing music for 
many years. “I initially played the viola in 5th grade, and fairly quickly in 6th grade 
started playing the drums at school”. Mr. Hendricks had been involved with music 
during most of his schooling. “I took band classes through the rest of grade school, 
and 3 out of 4 of my high school years”. 

Mr. Hendricks began exploring the depths of music during his years of elementary school. In fact, 
Mr. Hendricks and his brother received their first drum set in the 6th grade. From his middle school 
years, Mr. Hendricks knew that it would be his passion and hobby for the rest of his life.   

I was able to sit down with Mr. Paul Hendricks and have a one - on - one interview to learn more 
about his passion for music. During the interview, Mr. Hendricks mentioned how his success as a 
musician and how music has impacted his life.  

My first question for him was how he got into music. He went on to talk about how he started drifting away from 
music until he continued taking lessons in college. “I just kept on doing it at that point”. He mentioned that there 
were also many musical artists of his younger days that convinced him of what he wanted to venture into 
including, The Beatles, Santana and The Allman Brothers. When I asked him who the most influential figures in 
his life were influencing his music, Mr. Hendricks said, “The popular drummers from groups like The Beatles 
back then.” 

Mr. Hendricks’ started off playing in garage bands and practicing with friends. They 
would get gigs in the local area in places like clubs. Moving for new experiences from 
band to band, Mr. Hendricks became skillful in many genres. He says he enjoys 
playing everything from pop, country, blues, rock and others. 

Mr. Hendricks still enjoys playing in a variety of settings. You can see him right here 
in our school playing in the Music Ministry at the monthly mass. Other events Mr. 
Hendricks is involved with include playing at evening mass on Sunday in Green Bay 
at St. Bernard and getting together with his band Classic Friends. 

6 Story by: Andrew Miller 



 

Roncalli’s Homecoming week was filled with exciting dress-up days, competitive and fun contests and tournaments, a 
beautiful Liturgy and a great dance.  
 
Homecoming Week. It reeks of teenage angst and anticipation, filled with common questions: 
“Am I going to get asked? 
“What if she has the same dress?” 
“Are we going to defeat New Holstein?” 
 

Homecoming 2017: Out of this World 

7 

Story by: Jade Treadway 

These are all well rounded questions, but this week is not just about getting asked and 
having the best hallway, it's about unity. Homecoming Week unifies us as a school, and 
overall is extremely memorable. The week started off with the dress up days which varied 
from Monday’s PJ and sweatpants day, to Thursday’s neon dress day. Teacher day on 
Tuesday was popular with a bevy of Mr. Macks, Mr. Garceaus, and Mr. Kinsellas. The Mrs. 
Nickels dress-a-likes all sported appropriate dangly ear décor. The class color day followed 
the tradition of Freshmen in yellow, Sophomores in red , Juniors in green and Seniors in 
blue. 

For some of us it was our last, but for many it was the first of many homecoming weeks. The 
theme this year was “Out of This World.” The Seniors got first place overall but were almost 
defeated by the Juniors after a very close game of volleyball. Although the Jets lost to the 
Huskies 39-13, the weather and the halftime show and the Pep Band were memorable. The 
Huskies scored first and they led the Jets 13-0 at the half. The Jets rallied in the final quarter 
with 13 points , but it wasn’t enough to take the lead.  

Quarterback Matt Levene was still upbeat saying, “The team 
played hard, and had strived to get a win, unfortunately we 
did not come out with the result we all hoped for.” Although 
our team did not bring home the big win, the energy and 
support at the game was palpable. The seniors even hosted a 
pre-game tailgate in the parking lot at Municipal Field. 
Saturday’s dance was held in the RHS Atrium and well 
attended. Dates, friend-groups and singles enjoyed a great 
music mix and exciting cards games with Mr. Schweigl. 

 



Students Adventure through RHS 
Roncalli students are always wondering what the unknown areas of the school have to offer. In 
this issue of The Pilot,  students from our Publications class had the opportunity to look around 
in some of the unseen areas of the Fine Arts Center. The students decided to go on a safari to 
learn more about the Fine Arts Center! Here is the Roncalli Safari! 

Checking out lost artifacts from the kiln! 
We found the kiln located in a back closet 
of the art room.  

Hannah had to dip and dive her way 
through the tubas and drums to get to the 
band’s watering hole! 

Safari members got a little lost in the 
backstage jungle!  

Sneaking into the back stage 
Tech Crew storage room for top 
secret information for the Fall 
Musical: Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat! 

Safari members were able to get a rare 
view of the Roncalli Campus and a better 
view of the Athletic fields. 

Safari members spent many hours looking 
around the props and costumes room 
located backstage. There is a little bit of 
everything in this room. 
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Story by: Alicia Meyer 

Roncalli Safari Part I 



Studying in the United States 
A wise man named William Fulbright once said that: “ International educational exchange is 
the most significant current project designed to continue the process of humanizing mankind to 
the point, we would hope, that men can learn to live in peace--eventually even to cooperate in 
constructive activities rather than compete in a mindless contest of mutual destruction....We 
must try to expand the boundaries of human wisdom, empathy and perception, and there is no 
way of doing that except through education.” In short, “International Education is our best 
opportunity to turn ideologies into human aspiration.” 

The two returning “pros” Narathip “Nick” Ketthab and Leo Zhang 

Nick is here through the Pudgimelon program. The name Nick was the American name he chose 
when it was decided that he would come to Roncalli last year from Bangkok, Thailand as a 
sophomore. Nick is currently a Junior here and participates in football and track. “I like Roncalli 
and I enjoyed the environment here; most students here are very nice to me.  I like the education 
here at Roncalli too. I like to go to basketball games and participate in the student’s section. I 
will be in the play, “Joseph and The Amazing, Technicolor, Dream Coat.” I'm planning to 
graduate from Roncalli so I will for sure come back next year. I'm also looking forward to 
attending college in the U.S. too if I have a chance.” 

As for Leo, he’s returning this year through the S.T.S program along with Summer. Leo is 
originally from Beijing, China and he came here last year as a Junior. He is currently a 
Senior.  “It was decided that I was going to stay here for two years last year. I like the hot 
lunch here and I also participate in soccer and the musical “Joseph and The Amazing, 
Technicolor, Dream Coat”. I’m very adventurous and love to travel so I’m still debating if 
I’m going to apply and attend Universities here in America or in Europe. I am interested in 
Philosophy and Theater as my majors.  

Meet Summer! No not the season, but he is bright and full of spirit. Summer is also a new international student 
here from Beijing, China.  

“Studying abroad  was a big decision for me. I want to make my life 
more colorful and experience new things. The people here are really 
enthusiastic and we have a lot of activities we can choose from. I’m in 
cross country and I’m enjoying it so far! I plan on finishing high 
school here at Roncalli and if I can, attend college here in the U.S.” 
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Julia Osęka (Left) Katarina Buzogova (Middle) Julia Janka (Right)  

“I did not make the decision but I am happy that they chose Roncalli for me. I like the people at 
Roncalli, from the teachers to students. It is so special here, that you can just go to anyone and 
talk to him or her without a bad feeling. People here are so open and like to tell their stories or 
listen to your own experiences. Everyone is understanding and helpful. I do (and like) cross 
country and I’m going to participate in the musical along with Leo, Katka Julia and Nick. I will 
also do basketball and track later in the year. Unfortunately, I am not allowed to stay here for 
one more year, but I think this will be a year full of new and good experiences, with new 
friends!” 

Introducing the amazing Julia Anna! She is a Junior and came here from Hungary! Sadly, along with Julia Osęka and 
Katarina Buzaguś they can only be here for one year through the Global Outreach program.  

The wonderful Julia Oseka! She is currently a junior from Poland! “My organization 
(Global Outreach) picked Roncalli for me and I’m happy they did. Some things that I 
like about Roncalli are that the students can be involved in many activities. You have 
chapel and youth ministry. I’m interested in music. I really enjoy singing in oratorio 
choir and playing in band. I know that this year will be (is already) an amazing 
experience for me! It will be fun to go back to Poland and share this experience with 
those who want to participate in exchange programs. Roncalli, is for me like a home 
away from home... it's a family and I feel very supported and welcomed by students 
and teachers! I’m impressed by relationships between them. They are so.. Close!” 

“I am from a small village near Kośicr which is a town in Slovakia. I’m a Global (G.O) Outreach 
student. G.O chooses the school for their students. So, they chose Roncalli for me! Everything is 
different, it’s like High School Musical. Speaking of,  I’m also participating in the school’s 
musical along with Nick, Leo, and both Julia’s! I like that people are outgoing, and can participate 
in lots of sports. I like dancing, watching movies/plays, reading books and cooking/baking. I can’t 
be here next year since G.O only allows studying abroad for 1 year. After high school I’d like to 
attend college in Slovakia/Czech Rep., because our college is free.”  

Say hello to the next jet soaring is Katarína “Katka”Buzogova, who is a junior this year! 
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Submit Your Photos! 
New this Year! Roncalli has an application that can be found in the app store 
ReplayIt. The application allows you to upload photos that you take during 
the year and submit them to be used for the yearbook. This new application 
allows us to get photos from different views and angles from sporting events, 
concerts, shows and many other events. The photos below were uploaded to 
ReplayIt. 
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Keeping you updated with the latest athlete reports, school news and more! 
We are dedicated to giving athletes the maximum exposure possible! Follow 
us on Twitter @reports_scouting to stay updated with latest posts. 

Joe Gentine decided to go out for cross country his sophomore year and fell in love 
with it during the very first practice. A couple of his favorite memories include 
singing on the bus after meets and Keegan Johnsrud falling down a hill during a 
meet. “The cross-country team is like a family to me and it’s going to be really sad to 
be closing the door to my high school cross-country career. I plan to attend a four 
year college but am still undecided on what college and career.” 

Maddie Hartlaub one of the two seniors on the girls tennis team has excelled this 
year. The team of ten has become family on and off the court and Maddie says she 
will miss that next year. She has applied to UW-River falls and UW-Stevens Point, 
both schools have accepted her, but she chose Stevens Point to study Wildlife 
Ecology and Conservation. 

Jarad Glander The Beast himself has proven he has what it takes to play with the big 
boys over the years and is dedicated to continue his athletic career in college. He is 
undecided where to go between a few schools with St. Norbert's, Stevens Point and 
the University of Minnesota being his top choices. Jarad is enrolling undecided his 
first year of college to explore and get a feel for what he wants to do. 

Scouting Report for Roncalli  

This edition of Scouting Report is dedicated to the student-athlete class of 2018!  
Let's take a look and see how a few are doing with their college choices. 

Alyssa Pautz has shown tremendous blocking abilities and the will to dive for any 
ball for her team. Pautz has shown that she can step up and be a leader. She has 
narrowed down a few of her college choices to  UW- Oshkosh and UW- Whitewater 
but is still undecided between numerous schools. Pautz does not plan to continue her 
athletic career in college rather she is choosing to focus on her academics. Although 
she will still have fun in intramurals. 
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New Staff Takes on Roncalli Experience 
A new start to the year means lots of new students, and not only that but new staff and teachers! They 
all have such fascinating background and great knowledge we can learn from. This year particularly 
we have many new faces amongst staff. It’s always great to learn about someone new and find out a 
little about them. Here are some interviews with our new staff. 

“I always wanted to be a climbing ranger - it would be my job to go rock climbing every day!  But when I was in third 
grade I felt called to be a religious Sister. Ever since then, that is all I have ever wanted to be.”- Sister Mary Teresa 
Bettag  

Q: What made you want to go into your profession?  

“I had some outstanding teachers when I was in high school. I always felt education was of great importance and good 
teachers make that possible. I wanted to be one of the teachers that could help push that forward. I had been out of 
teaching for about ten years in different professions. During that time I missed the classroom, I missed talking about 
Math. When the opportunity to get back into the classroom presented itself, I could not let it pass.” -Mr. Kinsella  

“After working for a pharmaceutical company for years, I felt a disconnect between my work and the people who were 
helped by it. I was looking for a higher purpose to my life. Since I love science and I love teenagers, teaching seemed 
like a good fit and a more rewarding career.”-Mrs. Blaser  

“My professional choice was based on the rapid demand for computer technicians. Since everything is mostly done 
digitally, I thought that would be a growing field for me to expand my knowledge and help a lot of people.” -Mr. Alexis  

“ I enjoy cooking, baking and meeting new people. I love that food can bring people together!”-Mrs. Dewitt 

“I’ve been cooking at a bar the last few year so I really like that but the hours here are ideal for being a single  
parent.”-Mrs. Erickson 

Q: Can you tell us about where you are from and about your family?  

“ I am a novice with the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity, meaning I am in formation to become a Sister (which 
is why my veil is white).  I live at our Motherhouse on the campus of Silver Lake, but my family lives near Sheboygan. 
I am the second of eight kids, and two of my brothers go to Roncalli - Joseph (senior) and John (sophomore).” - Sister 
Mary Teresa Bettag  

“I’m originally from Mishicot and have quite a few siblings but we don’t see each other much because we are 
dispersed all over. I also have 5 grandkids and I have lived in Mishicot and Manitowoc my whole life.”-Mrs. Erickson  

“I grew up in Green Bay and just moved to Two Rivers 1 1/2 years ago. I got married in May and my husband (who 
has lived in Two Rivers his whole life) and I have 3 children.” -Mrs. Dewitt  

“I was born and grew up in Haiti. It's a small island located in the Caribbean sea, neighboring Dominican Republic. It's 
really warm in the summer. A lot of tourists like going to visit because of the beaches and the food.” -Mr. Alexis  

“I was born in Gurnee, IL. (I worked at Great America in High School).  I have 3 sisters and one brother; I am the 
middle child.  My dad was 100% Italian.  We moved just north of the border to Kenosha when I was young and I lived 
most of my life there.  My husband, Todd, and our 3 kids moved to Manitowoc 7 years ago.  Madeline is 13 and my 

twins Noah and Reilly are 9.  We love hanging out together and trying new adventures.  We went to 
Yellowstone this summer and try to take a big road trip every summer.” -Mrs. Blaser  
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We were blessed to get such amazing people to work at our school and help us learn. They are interesting 
people that have many more interesting stories to share. We wish them the best in their future at Roncalli!  

Q: Can you tell us about where you are from and about your family? (continued)

“I grew up outside of Chicago, and went to Joliet Catholic High School along with my two brothers.  I earned my 
Bachelor’s degree from Illinois Wesleyan University and my Master’s degree from Northern Illinois University. 
My wife’s name is Sara and we have two children, Kaitlynn 11 and Kannon 9. They both attend St. Francis in 
Manitowoc. We have three dogs, one great dane and two boxer puppies.” -Mr. Kinsella  

Q: What is your favorite part of Roncalli so far?  

“My favorite part of Roncalli is definitely the people - there is a great spirit of community.  I love interacting with the 
students, faculty, staff, and families - in the classroom, in the lunch line, and especially at sporting events. Plus it's fun to 
see my brothers!”- Sister Mary Teresa Bettag 

“The people, everyone is so polite and friendly.” -Mrs. Erickson  

“My favorite part about Roncalli so far is meeting new people and seeing all the smiling faces!”-Mrs. Dewitt  

“My favorite part of Roncalli so far is the small environment that allows me to grow as a professional, a person, always 
wanting to help, and an empathetic mind.” -Mr. Alexis  

“I love the people here at Roncalli! Everyone is so welcoming and accepting of everyone! I am so impressed with the 
students and their level of confidence, responsibility, and respect for other people. You guys are awesome!” -Mrs. Blaser 

“The people are the best part. Everyone from the administration, staff, faculty and students have all been ridiculously 
welcoming.  My social skills are not the greatest but everyone has gone out of their way to make me feel part of the 
family, in my short time here.  My last job people swore at me and fought with me. That has not happened here. I like 
that.” -Mr. Kinsella  

Mrs. Dewitt  

Mrs. Erickson  

Mrs. Blaser 

Sister Mary Teresa Bettag -Mr. Alexis  

Mr. Kinsella  
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Other seniors seem to be very excited about the mural and think it's a great idea. Senior student Macy Dueno says that, 
“It will be nice to have some color in the room because it's so plain. I think it will make the space more inviting and 
motivating”. Another senior, Abby Best commented that “It's nice to have someone who is so dedicated to their art, like 
Jade is, to paint the mural. It gives it a personal touch.” The mural will add color and inspiration that can be enjoyed by 
senior classes for years to come. 

Senior Study Room Gets New Look 
The Senior study room in the Media Center gets a new look. Art is fun 
and creative, but it can also serve a purpose at the same time. This is 
the case in the famed “Senior Lounge”, which is getting a makeover in 
the form of a mural by senior Jade Treadway. 

Treadway decided to paint a large mural on the wall, depicting the word 
‘Seniors.’ “I wanted to paint the mural because the Senior Lounge is looking 
very plain and I thought if the seniors have something to look at while doing 
homework they would feel more inspired”, said Treadway about her 
motivation behind the piece. She wanted to make the space more inviting and 
fun. 

When asked about her inspiration for her design she stated that she 
wanted something bubbly and flowy to give the mural a soft touch. 
Treadway stated that she wanted the mural to look like “raindrops of 
inspiration” which you can see in her drawings. The colors in her mural 
were inspired by her fellow classmates and she says the colors are fun 
without being loud or distracting. 

Art Students enjoy Painting Class in the Roncalli Courtyard 
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The sun may be setting, but it’s far from the end of the day for many students at Roncalli High School.  Who wants to 
stay at home and study when there’s a football game to watch? The stands are full of decked out fans- students and 
parents alike, the dance team is warming up for their halftime show, the players are exhausted but working hard, and the 
band is playing one of the crowd’s favorites.  As the clock nears halftime, and fans 
begin to leave their seats for a bathroom break or an extra blanket, the marching 
band, directed by Mr. Corey Van Sickle, quietly sneaks away to the other side of the 
field, lining up for the much anticipated field show.  It must be perfect- everyone’s 
watching.  And if they’re not watching, they’re listening.  The drum majors have the 
floor, trying to find the rhythm in their minds.  The musicians are poised, ready to 
play the music they’ve played hundreds of times but love anyway.  The field is 
frozen, until the drum major gives the signal, and suddenly everything is alive with 
music. Though the show itself is impressive, what goes into it is even more 
surprising.  And it starts during the summer.  For an entire week in August, the band 
kids show up, practice for three hours, and go home- just to do it all again tomorrow.  Band camp is important because it 
gives a head start to learning the field show.  Without this essential week of Summer, the band would not be ready to 
perform for the September football games. The first step to a field show is to learn the music. High school band covers 
Freshmen through Seniors, and that can mean many, many different levels of ability.  Some players are just learning to 
play their instruments, while others have been playing an instrument since they were in elementary school.  To 
accommodate this difference, the field show music is typically about a grade level below the youngest members of the 
band.  This makes it easier to learn the drill, or the explanation for how to move on the field. The second part of the field 
show is learning the drill.  The drill explains how and when to march during the show.  It starts with 
fundamentals.  These can include how many steps per yard, and stopping and starting together.  This can be as simple or 
complex as the students can handle, and is based off the music chosen.  “I always try to bring out significant moments in 
the music with movements,” says Mr. Van Sickle.  These movements are also chosen based on what looks good from the 
stands. The third, and likely most difficult step is to put both the music and drill together. It takes a great deal of 
concentration to march in time, play all the correct notes with proper pitch and tempo, and remember to follow the drum 
majors.  This also may take some impressive stamina. While a flute may be small and light, it takes the same air support 
as a tuba or bari-sax. Trying to carry a sousaphone while also marching may tire even seasoned athletes.  These players 
can’t just sit out or not play; each and every part is important. Every musician has a job to do. Perhaps the most 
important job of all is the job of the drum majors. Drum majors are basically student conductors.  They don’t need to 
play the drums to be a drum major; they do, however, need to be able to keep a steady beat.  Their job is to keep 
everyone together, keep the tempo of the music consistent, as well as make sure the musicians start and stop playing at 

the same time.  Drum majors also have other responsibilities to the director, such as handing out music 
and explaining the drill to freshmen. As Chris Walaszek says, “my responsibilities as a drum major 
include directing the band during practices and performances. I help teach the band the new 
arrangements and movements for the halftime show we put on during football games.” These students 
love their jobs.  Though they may not enjoy sorting piles and piles of music, they do enjoy some 
aspects of the job. “Being able to assist band students with their music and leading the band during the 
shows are definitely some of the highlights of being a drum major,” continues Chris.  It is not an 
assigned duty, but rather these students try out for the position at the end of their sophomore and junior 
years to determine the drum majors for the following year. The whole process isn’t just for fun, or 
because it looks pretty.  There are plenty of skills that can be gleaned from learning and performing a 

field show.  These include teamwork, musicianship, memorization, and respect.  In order for a field show to be put 
together properly, musicians must work together, respect those in charge (whether drum majors or the teacher), and 
memorize the patterns of movements and the music they play.  This also can better prepare students for 
college.  Marching shows have become an increasingly popular activity among collegiate students, and it is a good idea 
to have at least some experience with marching if one plans to partake in one of these shows. It is also much more 
difficult in college.  As college sophomore Kathryn Bartel says, “High school is hard work, yes, but college marching 
takes the foundations that were laid in high school to a whole new level.” It’s not just playing music and moving around 
the field.  The shows, such as those in colleges and higher level high schools may take hours upon hours of practice. 
“For a challenging field show, it’s estimated ten hours of practice for every minute of performance,” says Mr. Van 
Sickle. There’s no doubt that takes commitment, skill, and discipline on the parts of the musicians, drum majors, and 
teachers involved. Marching band is an incredibly involving activity, is beneficial to the participants in a 
variety of ways, and is something everyone can look forward  to.   

Marching Band Requires Impressive Stamina 

Story by: Sarah Schumacher 
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Where are you from? 
“The town I am from is Luxemburg, it is about 30 minutes north of Manitowoc, though I lived 3-4 miles from the city, in 
the country. I grew up there with two parents, an older brother, me, then another brother and finally a sister. My grandpa 
had a hog farm so I spent a lot of time there too.“ 
 
What did you like to do for fun as a child? 
“I was fortunate to have lived by a couple other families with boys around so we hung out and played sports a lot. 
Football, baseball, we often ventured into the woods and built forts.” 
 
You went to college at UW Madison, what for, and what drew you to that? 
“I went for secondary education in social studies. In secondary education you have to specify a field so mine was social 
studies.” 
 
What drew you to Holy Life? 
“ The opportunity to do something great. Not necessarily in the whole world with the spotlights on you but in a sense of 
doing something good for others. To do something great for God. There’s no better thing than to do something for our 
brothers and sisters in service because in a way we are imitating Jesus.” 
 
You spent some time in Rome, what was something extra special that you experienced while you were 
there? 
“ I got to serve for the Pope. They needed servers so they called to the seminary where I was studying and I signed up 
and got chosen. I got to meet him before the mass and I was star struck, but I shook his hand and got a picture with him. 
I was also ordained a deacon in Saint Peter’s Basilica, some of my family also attended, which was very exciting.” 
 
Who is your role model? 
“ I would have to say Jesus, I know that sounds cliche but as priests we are called to lay down our lives for others, and 
what better example to follow Jesus’s way. Jesus was humble, he became man, we are called to be that humble servant 
as well. Also my local priest as I was growing up, Father Suess, he always pours himself into what he does and that is 
something I try to do.” 
 
What are some of your hobbies currently? 
“Some of my hobbies now include, reading. I don’t read as much as I would like to but I like biographies. I like to learn 
about people’s lives. Because I spent awhile in Rome studying so I have been away from family so spending time 
together. I am also an uncle so I enjoy spending time with my nephew.” 
 

There is a new face around campus. He has a goatee 
and usually wears a white collar.  He is sometimes 
here for school mass, he is also sometimes seen 
outside the chapel or hangin’ with Mr. Geiger. Who 
is this fellow? Why, it's Father Mark Mleziva, 
Roncalli’s new school chaplain. 

New Chaplain at Roncalli 

Father Mark Mleziva is at Roncalli on Tuesdays for Reconciliation or to talk from 2:35-3:15pm, 
Wednesdays in the chapel around lunch time to pray the Divine Chaplet and chat with the students 
during lunch, and on Thursdays he is the priest for 7:17am liturgy. Father Mleziva is also the asso-
ciate pastor for Saint Francis of Assisi Parish on the weekends so you can find him at the Waldo, 
Marshall, or Grand sites. 

Story by: Allison Slowiak 
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Advice from Joan Jet 
Dear Joan Jet, 
 
I’m a freshman and I want to go to our pool but I heard I’d have to buy a pool pass? 
Also how much do the pool passes cost? 
 
Thanks, 
Pool Peter 

18 

Dear Pool Peter, 
You can buy passes for the pool in the basement from Chief at 10 minute break. 
The cost is $20 for a yearly pool pass and $40 for a yearly pool/ elevator combo 
pass. If you ask me it’s a steal! 
 
Rock On!! 
Joan Jet 

Dear Joan Jet, 
I’m a senior and I don’t know what to do with my future, 
HELP? 
 
Thanks, 
Stuck Senior 

Dear Stuck Senior, 
Make sure you browse options on Career Cruising and study 
hard to get scholarships-FREE MONEY! 
 
Rock on!! 
Joan Jet 

Dear Joan Jet, 
I am very confused about Roncalli’s dress code. Please explain to me 
the difference between an athletic short and a walking short. Do the 
walking shorts have pockets and the athletic shorts do not? 
 
Thanks, 
Shorty Smith 

Dear Shorty, 
Athletic shorts are shorts you wear to play athletics - walking shorts 
are shorts you wear to walk. Same type of question - on jeans day 
can I wear sweats?? No it is a jeans day so you will need to wear 
jeans or walking shorts -- not sweats. 
 
Rock on!! 
Joan Jet 



Thank you to Mr. Woodcock for your help, support, and ideas, 
Mrs. Rohrer for your proofreading skills and literary knowledge, 
Mr. Stelzer for your contributions to publicity and refinement, 
Mrs.Schrimpf for your photos, Mr. Fricke and Mrs. Fricke-
Weigel for generously printing each issue for free, and the Pilot 
staff for your great articles. 

We’re the Roncalli Jets  
The best of all the rest and 

We’ll Show you how  
We’ll go on to fame  

By winning every game  
Roncalli Jets is our name  

 
Let’s go you Jets let’s go  

Let’s fight with all our might  
We’ll lead our school to victory  

And win the game tonight  
 

We’re the Roncalli Jets  
The best of all the rest and 

We’ll Show you how  
We’ll go on to fame  

By winning every game  
Roncalli Jets is our name  

 
Victory Victory is our cry 

V-I-C-T-O-R-Y 
Oh come on Roncalli Jets 
We’re the best of all time 

 
We’re the Roncalli Jets 

The best of all the rest and 
We’ll show you how 
We’ll go on to fame 

By winning every game 
Roncalli Jets is our name 

 

Roncalli Jets School Song 


