


Kersten Court 
After 50 years, the Roncalli high school gymnasium basketball court has been replaced. The 
 gymnasium renovation began in May of 2015 and it was completed in mid July. The renovations 
to the athletic facility included replacement of the gym floor, installation of new bleachers, 
scoreboards, locker room renovations and other cosmetic updates.  

A dedication ceremony and celebration was held on December 5, 2015. The new floor has been 
named Kersten Court in honor of Jim Kersten, the first Athletic Director and Boys Basketball 
Coach at Roncalli.  As part of the dedication event, Roncalli hosted Xavier high school from  
Appleton as both the boy’s and girl’s varsity and junior varsity teams competed in four head-to- 
head match ups throughout the day.  After the games, a reception was held in the Atrium. 

Jim Kersten came to Roncalli in 1965 from Racine Saint Catherine’s and he set down roots in 
Manitowoc, making it home for his family. Mr. Kersten was a member of the teaching faculty at 
Roncalli for many years. In addition to being athletic director and basketball coach, Mr. Kersten 
coached many other sports during his years at Roncalli. Mr. Kersten coached boys basketball from 
1965-1991 and he had 328 career wins. Mr. Kersten and his wife Marge have been an important 
part of Roncalli since 1965.  

Mr. Kersten built the Roncalli athletic program from the ground up, adding one sport for each of 
the first three seasons. This increased to 15 sports at the time of his retirement. Today Roncalli 
students compete in 22 sports each year.  

The gym renovation was very much needed after 50 years.  The gym is used daily for a variety of 
activities including gym class, team practices and games, youth programs and camps, liturgy,  
auctions and other community events.  



By: Matthew Pawlowski  



American Sign Language 
Taking American Sign Language class not only means learning signs, but more im-

portantly, learning about the culture. Not many hearing people know of the Deaf 

community, which consists of people who take great pride in being Deaf. Being 

Deaf (with a capital “D”) means being a part of and supporting the Deaf community, 

supporting the education and usage of sign language, and understanding the joy of 

being deaf. Those who are Deaf, if given the choice, would choose to be deaf rather 

than hearing. People who are hearing and hard-of-hearing can also be a part of the 

Deaf community.  

In sign language class we learn signs and sentence structure. ASL is not 

signed English. It has its own sentence structure, idioms, and phrases. In order to 

know sign language, one must be able to understand and articulate using these 

unique characteristics.  

American Sign Language is the unique language of the community of a joyful 

and passionate people. 

“My eye is my ear. My hand is my mouth.” 
~Unknown 

Freshman year, Christine Lohr and Mallaidh Mleziva took ASL at home online through Brigham Young 

University. Sophomore, junior, and senior year Christine and Mallaidh were joined by Emma Patek in 

their ASL studies. For these past three years, they have taken classes online  through the course de-

signed by Dr. Bill Vicars, a professor at  California State University.  



The Course 
Our class consists of 15 lessons where we are given a set of vocabulary words, 
sentences using the words, and a video put on by Dr. Vicars and one of his stu-
dents in ASL at the university. At the end of each lesson we have a quiz which 
tests us on the words we just learned along with previously learned words. Once 
we complete the 15 lessons we have a three part final. Part one is a paper 
written about a topic relating to Deaf culture. Part two is a video project in which 
we record ourselves signing sentences and numbers per his instructions. Part 3 is 
then a written test during which he signs and we have to be able to translate 
them to ASL and English as they are two different things. 

Left to right: Christine Lohr,  Emma Patek, Diane Barta, and Mallaidh Mleziva 

Twice a month on Friday mornings, we meet with Diane , an interpreter. She 

helps us to develop our skills and become more proficient . 

Fingerspelling Translation: ASL (American Sign Language) Class 

Article by: Emma Patek and Mallaidh Mleziva 









Name: Mallaidh Mleziva 

Plan For Next Year: 4-Year University 

Mallaidh has chosen her home for the next 4 years to be Western Carolina Uni-

versity. It was important to her to chose somewhere other than Wisconsin, since 

she wants to explore other places besides her home state before she returns from 

school. The campus is located in the beautiful Smokey Mountains, which helped 

in her decision. Mallaidh plans on studying entrepreneurship to one day begin 

her own all-natural sustainable farm with direct marketing.  Mallaidh has a pas-

sion for animals and the outdoors, and believes that she is being called to this 

work. She believes that as a Christian she is called to be a steward to the Earth, 

and that this type of farming will be most beneficial to animals and the people 

around.  

Name: Zachary Jacquart 

Plan For Next Year: Army Reserves 

Zach has decided to join the Army Reserves upon graduating Ron-

calli. There were many incentives that influenced his decision. To 

start off, Zach will be trained as an LPN, which is a licensed practi-

cal nurse. This training will help him get experience in the medical 

field that will help in the future when trying to get a job or be ac-

cepted into grad school. The other incentive is that he will be get-

ting help with paying for school for when he returns. Zach will 

leave in July for basic  training in Oklahoma for 9 weeks. After 

that, he will go to Texas for about a year to train. When he returns, 

he must report to his unit 1 weekend per month and 2 weeks in the 

summer. After all that, Zach wants to attend either UW-La Crosse 

or Carroll University to become a physical therapist.  





Q: What is the transition like from coaching freshmen basketball to now being the 

Varsity basketball coach? 
 

 A: A lot more time is involved. One thing that I’ve told Rux several times since I took over the 

position is that I wish I would have helped him more now that I realize what goes into the position.  The 

hours that go into practice planning, scouting, breaking down film, getting things ready before and after 

games, etc.  Just making sure that everything is ready to go for every level prior to each game and practice is 

probably the biggest change.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q: What is one thing you teach your players so that once they are done playing, they 

can carry it to college and life outside of school? 
 

 A: The idea that when things get tough you can either quit or try keep believing in yourself and 

continue to get better. This was the case early on in the season as we started 0-5.  A lot of people were 

doubting the team, but we had a meeting to talk about what changes were needed and they are currently 8-7, 

having won 8 of their last 10 games.  

 







Roncalli Life 
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Winter 2016 Pilot Contributors: 
Thank you to Mr. Berkhout for your help, 

support, pictures, and advice, Mrs. Rohrer 

for your proofreading skills and literary 

knowledge, Mr. Stelzer for your 

contributions to publicity and refinement, 

Mrs. Schrimpf for your photos, Mr. Fricke for 

generously printing each issue for free, and 

the entire staff for your great articles and 

creative expressions in your designs. Thank 

you for everyone who has played a part in 

putting The Pilot together and making it a 

huge success! 

“The March for Life really is an incredible experience. Nothing can prepare you for the moment you first see the thou-
sands of people all rallying together for one amazing cause. Every life is precious from conception until natural death.” -
Katya Konopacki  

“Even in the difficulties we experienced when getting stuck in the snow, we were able to help others by bringing them food 
and water and providing heat on the buses. We believe God put us there for a reason, and we found a way to make the most 
of our situation!”- Emily Guilette  

The March for life was an amazing adventure that I will never forget. I was amazed by how many people were there to 
support life, even a huge snow storm coming.- Nathaniel Lohr  
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