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 Dear Disciple, 
It’s hour two of my dad’s six-hour chemo treatment. My mom has been keeping busy beginning to work on 

a new puzzle in the community area of the cancer treatment center. After taking a break to meet with a doctor, 
she finds that her spot has been taken. Keeping a watchful eye on the puzzle station so she can swoop back in to 
claim her spot, she finally gets her turn back only to find out that “the best part is all done.” Pulling me over to her 
spot, she points out that she had done all the hard work of separating the pieces into piles but then the puzzle 
interloper put the edge pieces together making the frame of the puzzle. Apparently, this is the “best part” of the 
puzzle!   
 

         This year’s theme in Youth Ministry is TOGETHER! And much like a puzzle, all of us have the pleasure of 
helping to put together the framework of our youth’s faith! We might be biased, but the piecing together of these 
edge pieces is really the best work! It’s the part that will set them up on the path towards a deep and lasting 
interior faith life that will lead them to works of charity, discovering their vocation, and taking a place in the life of 
the Catholic Church, which is the center of each of our beautiful puzzles. 
  
 We do this in so many ways… but what we are most passionate about is building relationships and 
accompanying our youth in their daily lives. And much like each puzzle piece is an important detail- we believe that 
the ministry is in the details of these ordinary life moments: attending extracurricular activities to cheer on our 
youth, hosting Adoration in the Field of Dreams, sending out homemade & handwritten birthday cards, challenging 
youth to bring a friend to the next event, flipping pancakes with our 8th graders at Breakfast Club, and handing out 
jerseys for our CYO Basketball season. 
 
 It takes many puzzle masters, i.e., adults, to accompany the youth in these ordinary moments. Our Adults 
Leaders can witness to this experience of the beauty of piecing together the puzzle of faith: 
❖ “I continue to be amazed at how Youth Ministry efforts are molding and forming our youth.  Some activities may seem a little crazy & 

silly like Kiddie Pool Kickball and the Great Mattress Run.  Then there are many which go right the heart of our Catholic calling, like 
Catholic Heart Work Camp, Chazoo Warriors, or Spark Team.  But I can honestly say, every event I attend/support I see our youth grow 
and move forward on their faith journey; which is why I continue to support our Youth Ministry efforts.”- Allen Watry 

❖ “In my personal ‘life’s puzzle,’ I have discovered the most important piece to be Jesus.  As a lifelong dependent on the Holy Spirit, I 

directly support our youth in their seeking out ‘The Holy Spirit piece’ to their own personal puzzle.  This is most essential in helping our 

youth to find God!”- Amy Vanden Boom 

HSP Family, would you consider supporting Youth Ministry by contributing to our Take Stock in Our Youth 
Program? It truly is an investment, a legacy you leave on the souls of our young people. Our budgeted goal is 
$10,000. Each dollar will go directly towards programs that share God’s grace with all who walk through our doors 
and on the streets in our community. Thank you for allowing us to walk with you, as we break open the Kingdom of 
God here on earth.  
 

Sarah Elmer     Fr. Carl Schmitt   
Youth Minister                 Pastor 


