Today we celebrate Christ the King.
Why isn’t this changed to “Christ the Lord”?
The notion of “king” seems outdated.

hrist the King is not the easiest concept to get close to and celebrate.
Kings, queens, and monarchies aren’t part of our cultural heritage. With
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monarchies. Jesus came to proclaim God’s reign, God's rule, in the manner in Rv 15:1-4
which God the Creator and Maker of all wants things to be. Lk 21:12-19
We, however, are fiercely independent and freedom-conscious people. Thursday
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The kingdoms of this world at times are sustained by Is 63:16b-17, 19b;
arrogance, rivalries, and oppression; the reign of Christ &4:2-7
is a "kingdom of justice, love and peace.” For a Christian, 1Cor 1:3-9
speaking of power and strength means referring to the Mk 13:33-37
power of the cross, and the strength of Jesus’ love: a love
which remains steadfast and complete.
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My Shepherd

he prominent image for God in today’s

readings is the shepherd. This might be an
unfamiliar image for city dwellers, but it is a very
rich religious image. The Bible tells us that early
Israelites were herders, so they know a lot about
shepherds. They knew that shepherds follow the
wandering of their sheep and attended to their
needs—not the other way around. They knew
that shepherds lived with their sheep in the hills
for long periods, away from family, friends, and
the comforts of life. They knew that shepherds
helped birthing and dying. They knew that all of
this is a messy, smelly business, and no job for the
fastidious.

Many nations of the ancient world, Israel
included, thought of their kings as shepherds of
the people—leaders who should be willing to do for
their people what the shepherd does for the sheep.
This explains why, on the feast of Christ the King,
we represent our king as a shepherd rather than
a victorious military commander, as many kings
are. But more than this, throughout his life—at
his passion and death, and now in his risen glory—
Christ cares for us and leads us as a shepherd does.
He embraces the messy, smelly reality of life. He
is a shepherd-king, intent on our needs, searching
for us when we seem to be lost. How comforting it
is to know he carries us on his shoulders.

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
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* Recite today’s responsorial psalm slowly and
thoughtfully.

EZEKIEL 34:16 ﬂm—fﬂ

« Which images of Psalm 23 touch you the most?
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Our Lady of Peace Parish
November 22, 2020 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Catholicism and Purgatory

Catholics believe in Heaven, Hell and something called Purgatory that has two purposes: a temporal punishment
for sin, and the cleansing from the attachment to sin. Purgatory purifies the soul before the soul’s grand entrance
into heaven.

Purgatory is an often-misunderstood Catholic doctrine. It isn’t considered a spiritual jail or hell with parole. And
Catholicism doesn’t each that everyone goes to purgatory. On the contrary, the Church believes tht many people
are purified or purged, hence the term purgatory, in this life.

For example, the Church believes that many innocent persons who suffer from disease, poverty, or persecution
are living their purgatory now, and when they die, they probably go straight to heaven

People who live an exceptionally good and holy life bypass purgatory and make a beeline for heaven. The Church
believes that almost everyone else, not bad enough to go to hell, aren’t food enough to skate into heaven with no
need for some introspection and purification.

The real doctrine consists of the conviction that God’s mercy and justice must be kept intact and upheld. God’s
divine mercy refers to the fact that he forgives any sin as long as the sinner is truly repentant and sorry. God’s
justice, however, is that good is rewarded and evil punished. Catholics believe that purgatory evens the score and
fulfills justice while accommodating mercy. They believe that purgatory isn’t a place but a spiritual state of the
soul in which it’s purified before entering heaven. Known as the Church Suffering, the souls in purgatory are
definitely and absolutely going to heaven, just not yet.

http://www.dummies.com/religion/christianity/catholicism /catholicism-and-purgatory/
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The happiest people don’t have everything, they just
make the best of everything!

Contacts for OLP Prayer Chain: Julie Lipsiea 786-2138 or ju-
lie.lipsiea@may-portcg.com; Marge Spies 788-8775 or e mail-

maggiejj@yahoo.com; or Dee Von Ruden 788-3334

St. Agnes Parish

St. Agnes Parish
102 1st St East
Hunter, ND 58048

November 22, 2020 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

"...whatever you did for one of the least of my brothers, you did for me” — MATTHEW 25:40

Most of us are generous when it's convenient for us. We are generous when we have
the time or the money. But, generosity is the opposite of that. It means giving of one’s
time, money, compassion, forgiveness or mercy when it's not convenient; when it's not
on our schedule, but on the other person’s schedule.

God’s Gift Appeal : If you have not yet contributed to support the work of our Diocese please prayfully con-
sider a donation before year’s end. Here are the statistics for our parishes.

St.Agnes, 30 households, 11 participating, goal $5559.00, actual $3177.00 (-$2285.00) 59% of goal reached.
OLP 117 households, 52 participating, goal $20,681, actual 18,465 (-$1965.00) 90% of goal reached.

St. Agnes Stewardship 11/15/2020

If anyone has something to share that Adult Envelopes $100.00
should be included in the bulletin, please
contact Lois, 874-2144, 701-238-4380, Plate $600.00

lois_ewertzil@hotmail.com
Total $700.00

Please let Lois know who you would like to include on our prayer list.

Luther Memorial Home is once again having the tree of
lights dedication ornaments for their tree. More infor-
mation and forms are available in the entry of the church.

Father Robert Smith Phone: 701-850-9708
e-Mail: robert.smith@fargodiocese.org
Rectory & Parish Office 846 5th St SE
Mayville, ND 58257 Phone: 701-788-3234
e-Mail: catholic@gra.midco.net

Website: olp-stagnes.org

Holy Hour Sundays: 4:00 PM- 5:00 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation:



http://www.dummies.com/religion/christianity

