
 

 
Summer 2026 ​ ​ ​ Required Summer Reading ​                        English II Transfer Students 
 
This summer’s reading for rising sophomores consists of selections that complement the Ethics and Culture course that 
you’ll take this year. As you read these books, consider the human person’s desire for happiness and how it can be 
attained: In what does happiness consist? Is happiness ultimately dependent upon our circumstances? How is happiness analogous to a 

quest? What are some of the obstacles that must be overcome or battles that must be fought in this quest for happiness? What role does 

forgiveness play in happiness? Are suffering and happiness diametrically opposed to each other? Is there a relationship between 

happiness, virtue, love, and freedom?  

 

Task: Read these books and complete the corresponding assignment for each. In the first week of school, you will also take 
a test on these books. 
 
1. The Lord of the Rings  
To any 10th-grade student new to Frassati,  your peers read the first part of The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the 
Ring in their freshman year.  You will be jumping in part-way through the journey, but it is absolutely possible to prepare 
yourself for Sophomore year so that you are not behind your classmates!   In order to know the story that will continue 
during the school year, please do the following this summer (in addition to the regular summer reading assignments): 

1.​ Watch or read the first Lord of the Rings part called The Fellowship of the Ring.   
2.​ Review these documents with important events and characters 

 
2.  The Two Towers by J.R.R. Tolkien*  
Read and annotate. On the first day of school, you’ll turn your book in, and grades will be assigned according to the quality 
of annotations. 

 
To annotate a text means to take notes on the pages of a text while reading. It is a way of engaging with and 
entering into an author’s art and ideas. The goal is to have a rich, satisfying, and thought-provoking reading 
experience.  
To annotate wells means to thoughtfully and frequently do the following as you read:  

o​ underline and/or star key sentences 
o​ circle and define any words that you do not know yet  
o​ note transitions to help you map out the structure of the book’s flow  
o​ ask questions in the margins  
o​ make comments about your own thoughts about / reactions to the text (example: “This character is 

crazy!” 
o​ identify key symbols, and speculate on their meaning  
o​ speculate on the book’s theme as you go  
o​ write a bullet summary of what happened at the end of each chapter. 

 
As readers annotate, they often develop an annotating system of their own. You will learn what works for you. 
For now, the important thing is to read all your summer assignments with pen or pencil in your hand, and take 
time to “talk back” to the text as you go. 

*This will be assessed by a quiz during the first week of school as well as  with a one-on-one meeting with the teacher  
 
3. Left To Tell by Immaculee Ilibagiza (Honors only) 
This text is a non-fiction book about the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, told through the eyes of Immaculee who miraculously 
survived to tell her story of love and forgiveness. We will discuss this book in the first week of class and take an 
essay test. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Fellowship-Ring-Being-First-Rings/dp/0358380235/ref=pd_lpo_2?pd_rd_w=0hmjz&content-id=amzn1.sym.116f529c-aa4d-4763-b2b6-4d614ec7dc00&pf_rd_p=116f529c-aa4d-4763-b2b6-4d614ec7dc00&pf_rd_r=D7YY2KDRG6W4WJYVXQ9K&pd_rd_wg=YWNtg&pd_rd_r=e4e8940b-3063-43d1-bc50-ff0743cd5cfa&pd_rd_i=0358380235&psc=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xCxMCOVMoDpHc9uvikmKJuc2zKwJwpEY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AT1eYAxQlCoKDH7uJ6VCrOTrERZBXBHL/view?usp=sharing
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