


GIFT SHOP TRIVIA 

SAINT’S CORNER 

Question: Who may receive the Sacrament of The 
Anointing of the Sick? 
 
Last week’s question and answer: December 4th is a First 
Friday.  What devotion is celebrated on First Fridays?  
 
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque was a French Roman Catholic 
nun and mystic who lived in the seventeenth century.  She 
had visions of Jesus Christ asking her to spread devotion 
to His Sacred Heart.  Our Lord spoke to St. Margaret Mary 
saying, “I promise you, in the excessive mercy of My 
Heart, that My all powerful love will be granted to all 
those who receive Holy Communion on the First Friday for 
nine consecutive months, the grace of final repentance; 
they shall not die in My disgrace nor without receiving the 
sacraments; My divine Heart shall be their safe refuge in 
that last moment”.   
Receiving Holy Communion and honoring His Sacred 
Heart for nine consecutive first Fridays is an incredible gift 
of mercy from Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  There are actually 
12 promises from Jesus concerning these First Fridays. A 
few are, Jesus offers peace to families, abundant blessings 
in all their undertakings and consolation in their troubles.  
Our First Friday Mass is held at 6:00PM each First Friday 
of the month.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 6, 2020 

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 *8+/2 Pt 3:8-
14/Mk 1:1-8 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 *Is 35:4f+/
Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 *1+/Eph 1:3-6, 11-
12/Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10 *1+/Mt 11:28
-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab *8+/Mt 
11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 *cf. Jn 8:12+/Mt 11:16-
19 
Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 
13:18bcde, 19 *15:9d+/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 *Is 
61:10b+/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

St. Mary’s has had the Giving Tree for well over 25 
years. We have reached out to many of our less fortu-
nate families in the community and helped make the 
holidays cheerful and bright.  
This year has brought many difficulties. We are sure the 
need is as great or greater this year as it has been in the 
past.  
The Giving Tree is located at the front entrance of the 
Church. Each of our four families has  color coded tags. 
If you choose a gift tag please have the tag on the 
wrapped gift, but please be sure the tag can be easily 
removed without harming the wrapping. Each child will 
have 2 tags one for a fun item and one for clothing. The 
adults in the family will have one tag usually for a bath 
set.  
We will also have money stars on the Tree these stars 
are used to provide the families with a gift card to be 
used to help with Christmas dinner or provide an item 
that will make their holiday special. Please don’t leave 
money stars under the tree, They can be put in the col-
lection or brought to the office. The money stars are 
also used to purchase any gifts that don’t come in by the 
deadline. This year’s deadline is noon Sunday Dec. 13th.  

One of Saint Ambrose’s historical claims to fame 

is that he was instrumental in the conversion of 

Saint Augustine, and also baptized him. Known 

for his lively preaching and writing, Saint Am-

brose must have been a force to be reckoned 

with. Maybe those qualities were what attracted Saint Au-

gustine. But Saint Ambrose stands on his own merits--

independent of his protégé. 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH  

Tuesday, December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception a Holy day of obligation. Our Mass schedule 

for the Holy Day will be:                                                                        

Monday,  December 7th Vigil  Mass 6:00pm                                   

Tuesday,  December 8th   Mass 6:00pm.                                        

Both Masses will be celebrated at St. Mary’s. 



THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF  
THE BLESSED VIGIN MARY 

December 8th, is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. It celebrates an important point of Catholic teaching, and it 
is a holy day of obligation.  
 
Here are 8 things you need to know about the teaching and the way we celebrate it. 
 
1. Who does the Immaculate Conception refer to? There's a popular idea that it refers to Jesus' conception by the Vir-
gin Mary. It doesn't. Instead, it refers to the special way in which the Virgin Mary herself was conceived. This concep-
tion was not virginal. (That is, she had a human father as well as a human mother.) But it was special and unique in an-
other way. . .  

1.  

2. What is the Immaculate Conception?                                                                                                     
The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains it this way: 490 To become the mother of the Savior, Mary “was en-
riched by God with gifts appropriate to such a role.” The Angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her 
as “full of grace”.  In fact, in order for Mary to be able to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her 
vocation, it was necessary that she be wholly borne by God's grace. 
491 Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, “full of grace” through God, was re-
deemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as 
Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854: 
The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of al-
mighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of 
original sin.  
 
3. Does this mean Mary never sinned? 
Yes. Because of the way redemption was applied to Mary at the moment of her conception, she not only was protect-
ed from contracting original sin but also personal sin. The Catechism explains: 
493 The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of God “the All-Holy” (Panagia), and celebrate her as “free 
from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new creature”.  By the grace of God Mary 
remained free of every personal sin her whole life long. “Let it be done to me according to your word. . .”     

 
4. Does this mean Mary didn't need Jesus to die on the Cross for her? 
No. What we've already quoted states that Mary was immaculately conceived as part of her being “full of grace” and 
thus "redeemed from the moment of her conception" by "a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue 
of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race." 
The Catechism goes on to state: 
492 The “splendor of an entirely unique holiness” by which Mary is “enriched from the first instant of her conception” 
comes wholly from Christ: she is “redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of her Son”.  The Fa-
ther blessed Mary more than any other created person “in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” 
and chose her “in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless before him in love”. 
508 From among the descendants of Eve, God chose the Virgin Mary to be the mother of his Son. “Full of grace”, Mary 
is “the most excellent fruit of redemption” (SC 103): from the first instant of her conception, she was totally preserved 
from the stain of original sin and she remained pure from all personal sin throughout her life. 
 
5. How does this make Mary a parallel of Eve? 
Adam and Eve were both created immaculate--without original sin or its stain. They fell from grace, and through them 
mankind was bound to sin. Christ and Mary were also conceived immaculate. They remained faithful, and through 
them mankind was redeemed from sin. Christ is thus the New Adam, and Mary the New Eve.                                                                                                                                                        
The Catechism notes: 
494 . . . As St. Irenaeus says, “Being obedient she became the cause of salvation for herself and for the whole human 
race.” Hence not a few of the early Fathers gladly assert. . .: “The knot of Eve's disobedience was untied by Mary's obe-
dience: what the virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary loosened by her faith.”  Comparing her with Eve, they 
call Mary “the Mother of the living” and frequently claim: “Death through Eve, life through Mary.” 
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6. How does this make Mary an icon of our own destiny? 

Those who die in God's friendship and thus go to heaven will be freed from all sin and stain of sin. We will thus all be 

rendered "immaculate" (Latin, immaculatus = "stainless") if we remain faithful to God. Even in this life, God purifies us 

and trains us in holiness and, if we die in his friendship but imperfectly purified, he will purify us in purgatory and ren-

der us immaculate. By giving Mary this grace from the first moment of her conception, God showed us an image of our 

own destiny. He shows us that this is possible for humans by his grace. 

John Paul II noted: 

In contemplating this mystery in a Marian perspective, we can say that "Mary, at the side of her Son, is the most per-

fect image of freedom and of the liberation of humanity and of the universe. It is to her as Mother and Model that the 

Church must look in order to understand in its completeness the meaning of her own mission" (Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith, Libertatis conscientia, 22 March, 1986, n. 97; cf. Redemptoris Mater, n. 37). 

Let us fix our gaze, then, on Mary, the icon of the pilgrim Church in the wilderness of history but on her way to the glo-

rious destination of the heavenly Jerusalem, where she *the Church+ will shine as the Bride of the Lamb, Christ the Lord 

*General Audience, March 14, 2001+. 

7. Was it necessary for God to make Mary immaculate at her conception so that she could be Jesus' mother? 

No. The Church only speaks of the Immaculate Conception as something that was "fitting," something that made Mary 

a "fit habitation" (i.e., suitable dwelling) for the Son of God, not something that was necessary. Thus in preparing to 

define the dogma, Pope Pius IX stated: 

And hence they *the Church Fathers+ affirmed that the Blessed Virgin was, through grace, entirely free from every stain 

of sin, and from all corruption of body, soul and mind; that she was always united with God and joined to him by an 

eternal covenant; that she was never in darkness but always in light; and that, therefore, she was entirely a fit habita-

tion for Christ, not because of the state of her body, but because of her original grace. . . . 

For it was certainly not fitting that this vessel of election should be wounded by the common injuries, since she, differ-

ing so much from the others, had only nature in common with them, not sin. In fact, it was quite fitting that, as the On-

ly-Begotten has a Father in heaven, whom the Seraphim extol as thrice holy, so he should have a Mother on earth who 

would never be without the splendor of holiness *Ineffabilis Deus+. 

8. How do we celebrate the Immaculate Conception today? 

In the Latin rite of the Catholic Church, December 8th is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. In the United 

States and in a number of other countries, it is a holy day of obligation. 


