


GIFT SHOP TRIVIA 

SAINT’S CORNER 

Question: Why did Jesus Christ institute the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation?  
 

Last week’s question and answer: Who may receive the 
Sacrament of The Anointing of the Sick? The Anointing of 
the Sick is one of the seven Sacraments of the Catholic 
Church.  “By the sacred anointing of the sick and the pray-
ers of the priest the whole church commends those who 
are ill to the suffering and glorified Lord, that he may raise 
them up and save them”. (CCC1499) 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the sick has at its pur-
pose, the conferral of a special grace on the Christian ex-
periencing the difficulties of old age and sickness.  Those 
about to undergo operations may also receive this Sacra-
ment. Only priests may administer this Sacrament.  The 
forehead and hands are anointed with oils blessed by the 
Bishop, accompanied by the liturgical prayers of the cele-
brant asking for special grace in this Sacrament. 
(CCC1531).   
The Sacrament unites the sick person with the passion of 
Christ.  It gives the person a strengthening of peace and 
courage.  Sins are forgiven, if the person is not able to re-
ceive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  In the case of the 
dying this Sacrament prepares the person for entering 
eternal life.  This Sacrament may be received more than 
once during a lifetime.  It is a Sacrament that shows God’s 
merciful love in time of distress or dying.   

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 13, 2020 

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 *Is 
61:10b+/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 *4+/Mt 
21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 *7a+/
Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13
-14 *Is 45:8+/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 *cf. 7+/Mt 1:1
-17 
Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 *cf. 7+/Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 *cf. 8+/Lk 
1:5-25 
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 
*2a+/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

St. Mary’s has had the Giving Tree for well over 25 
years. We have reached out to many of our less fortu-
nate families in the community and helped make the 
holidays cheerful and bright.  
This year has brought many difficulties. We are sure the 
need is as great or greater this year as it has been in the 
past.  
A huge THANK YOU to all who participated in this year’s 
giving tree. As of this writing all the tags are off the tree 
and some of the money tags and gifts have been 
brought in. This Sunday December 13th @12:00noon is 
the deadline to have everything in. This is so the families 
get their Christmas in plenty of time. Please if you miss 
the deadline bring your gift of money tag to the office as 
soon as possible.  
Again thank you for providing the true spirit of Christ-
mas to families in need.  

December 14. Saint John of the Cross 

was a 16th century reformer of the 

Carmelite way of life. Together with 

Saint Teresa of Avila, he lived the 

primitive Rule of their Order, and 

paid a dear price for his commitment 

to reform and authentic living. Saint 

John of the Cross died in 1591. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS DECEMBER 24TH                        

7:00pm    St. Mary 

CHRISTMAS MASS  DECEMBER 25th 

            9:00am St.  Joseph  

     11:00am      St. Mary   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

This Sunday, December 13th is the last day of class before 

Christmas. Religious Education will not meet December 20th 

and December 27th. Classes will resume Sunday, January 

3rd. We would like to take this time to wish all our students, 

families and teachers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year!  

PENANCE SERVICE AT ST. ANTHONY’S 

This Tuesday, December 15th at 7:00pm there will be a Pen-

ance Service at St. Anthony’s in Florence. Give yourself the 

best Christmas gift, Reconciliation with God. Prepare your-

self for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  



 
LEARNING TO BECOME A LIVING YES 

The words of the angel are for Mary the revelation of the infinite love which God has deigned to love her. The Virgin surrenders 

herself to it. Her desire is to open her soul to God in proportion to the immensity of this love. Be it done to me according to your 

word! Yes, let me be his Mother! Let me be loved and formed as it pleases him, he who always infinite, deigns to love me as his 

child. Be it done to me! It is to this act of faith and trust, which surrenders to the action of God’s love, that our Mother wishes to 

lead us.  

God loves us with a Father’s love. He wishes to call us his children on earth through the virtues and holiness expressed in the im-

age of his Son; afterwards, through endless happiness that we will share with him. At each moment, through interior graces and 

exterior circumstances, his tenderness beats against our tepid and negligent souls like a relentless torrent… May a true Fiat at last 

rise from our souls and open our hearts in continual confidence without reserve. Be it done to me! Yes, let me become truly a 

child of God! 

If our souls are thus deepened by humility and expanded by faith in his love, God will shower his grace upon us. He will realize in 

us his ambitions as a Father, and in the words of Saint Elizabeth of the Trinity, his Son will find us in “another humanity”… “My 

measure will be your measure,” said the Lord to Saint Catherine of Siena. Our measure of humility and confidence is the measure 

of his Grace. Mary will respond to his offer with the measure of a Mother. In like manner, can we not offer him the response of a 

true child to a father’s love?... Let us then return to our nothingness and surrender ourselves to the immense action of eternal 

love… Charity is, as Saint Paul says, Amen to God (2 Cor 1:20); it is expressed perfectly in this. Yes, Father, for such was your gra-

cious will (Mt 11:26). Our Lady of true submission, who learns this virtue from her Son, teaches it in turn to us. It is her wish to 

make each of her children a living “yes” to the will of God in their lives. 

Father Joseph-Marie Perrin O.P.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Father Perrin (+2002) was a French Dominican priest and the founder of the secular institute Caritas Christi 




