


GIFT SHOP TRIVIA 

SAINT’S CORNER 

Question: Who is St. John Neumann? 
 
Last week’s question and answer: What feast is celebrat-
ed December 27th?  
The Sunday after Christmas is the Feast of the Holy Fami-
ly of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  Originally celebrated the 
Sunday after Epiphany, it was moved to the Sunday after 
Christmas so that is was within the Christmas Octave.  
This feast exists so that we may focus on the family life 
of Jesus and His life with His Blessed Mother and St. Jo-
seph.  There were many trials and struggles for this Holy 
Family.  Mary giving birth in a stable, their flight into 
Egypt to avoid Herod’s murderous rage, the losing of Je-
sus for three days in the temple, the poverty they en-
dured and the many other hardships of their day. They 
never lost sight of God’s will and the love they had for 
each other. Pope Leo Xlll promoted this feast that it may 
instill in families faithful love and devoted attachment 
that characterized the Holy Family. 
A prayer from Pope Benedict XVl,  “O God, who in the 
Holy Family left us a perfect modal of family life lived in 
faith and obedience to Your will, help us to be examples 
of faith, and love for your commandments.” 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2020 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
*cf. 1+ or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 *7a, 8a+/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-
17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 *7+/Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 *11a+/Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 *11a+/Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 *11a+/Jn 1:1-18 
Friday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 *2a+/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 *3cd+/Jn 1:19-28 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 *cf. 11+/Eph 
3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

December 27. Saint John the 

Apostle, also known as the Be-

loved Disciple, was the writer of 

the fourth Gospel, and presuma-

bly, the only apostle who was not 

martyred. He is also the disciple 

to whom Jesus entrusted his 

mother from the cross. Symbolized as an eagle, Saint John’s 

Gospel “soars” in its theological treatment of the good news. 

A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

VIGIL MASS DECEMBER 31st                        

6:00pm    St. Mary 

 MASS  JANUARY 1ST 

            9:00am St.  Joseph  

     11:00am      St. Mary   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Religious Education will not meet December 20th and Decem-

ber 27th. Classes will resume Sunday, January 3rd. We would 

like to take this time to wish all our students, families and 

teachers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Blessed New Year! The Office will close at 2:00pm Wednes-

day, December 23rd. We will return to regular hours Mon-

day, January 4th. Should there be an emergency or you just 

need to be in touch with us please call the office at 843-332-

7773 and you will be given instructions to be able to reach us.  

May Lord bless us all  with 

a happy and healthy               

New Year! 

A FAMILY PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 

God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in 

our family be willing to begin anew with a clean 

slate. We know that you are always ready to forgive 

us. Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to 

forgive one another. 

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest 

values and our deepest desires. Help us to live in 

the goodness that comes from doing what you 

want us to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about 

the future and the past, so that we might live in 

peace with you now, one day at a time. 



To understand the title, “Mother of God,” we must first clearly understand Mary’s role as mother of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  As Catholics, we firmly believe in the incarnation of our Lord:  Mary conceived by the power of the Holy Spir-
it.  (Confer Luke 1:26-38 and Matthew 1:18-25.)  Through her, Jesus Christ– second person of the Holy Trinity, one-in-
being (consubstantial) with the Father, and true God from true God– entered this world taking on human flesh and a 
human soul.  Jesus is true God and true man.  In His person are united both a divine nature and a human nature.  Mary 
did not create the divine person of Jesus, who existed with the Father from all eternity:  “In fact, the One whom she 
conceived as man by the Holy Spirit, who truly became her Son according to the flesh, was none other than the Fa-
ther’s eternal Son, the second person of the Holy Trinity.  Hence the Church confesses that Mary is truly ‘Mother of 
God’ (Theotokos)” (Catechism, #495).  As St. John wrote, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us, 
and we have seen His glory:  The glory of an only Son coming from the Father filled with enduring love” (John 1:14). 

For this reason, sometime in the early history of the Church, our Blessed Mother was given the title “Mother of 
God.”  St. John Chrysostom (d. 407), for example, composed in his Eucharistic Prayer for the Mass an anthem in honor 
of her:  “It is truly just to proclaim you blessed, O Mother of God, who are most blessed, all pure and Mother of our 
God.  We magnify you who are more honorable than the Cherubim and incomparably more glorious than the Sera-
phim.  You who, without losing your virginity, gave birth to the Word of God.  You who are truly the Mother of God.” 

However, objection to the title “Mother of God” arose in the fifth century due to confusion concerning the mystery of 
the incarnation.  Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople (428-431), incited a major controversy.  He stated that Mary gave 
birth to Jesus Christ, a regular human person period.  To this human person was united the person of the Word of God 
(the divine Jesus).  This union of two persons– the human Christ and the divine Word– was “sublime and unique” but 
merely accidental.  The divine person dwelt in the human person “as in a temple.”  Following his own reasoning, Nes-
torius asserted that the human Jesus died on the cross, not the divine Jesus.  As such, Mary is not “Mother of God,” 
but simply “Mother of Christ”– the human Jesus.  Sound confusing?  It is, but the result is the splitting of Christ into 
two persons and the denial of the incarnation. 

St. Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria (d. 440) refuted Nestorius, asserting, “It was not that an ordinary man was born first of 
the Holy Virgin, on whom afterwards the Word descended; what we say is that, being united with the flesh from the 
womb, *the Word+ has undergone birth in the flesh, making the birth in the flesh His own…” (Against Those Who do 
not Wish to Confess that the Holy Virgin is the Mother of God).  This statement affirms the belief asserted in the first 
paragraph. 

On June 22, 431, the Council of Ephesus convened to settle this argument.  The Council declared, “If anyone does not 
confess that the Emmanuel is truly God and therefore that the holy Virgin is the Mother of God (Theotokos) (since she 
begot according to the flesh the Word of God made flesh), anathema sit.”   Therefore, the Council officially recognized 
that Jesus is one person, with two natures– human and divine– united in a true union.  Second, Ephesus affirmed that 
our Blessed Mother can rightfully be called the Mother of God:  Mary is not Mother of God, the Father, or Mother of 
God, the Holy Spirit; rather, she is Mother of God, the Son– Jesus Christ.  The Council of Ephesus declared Nestorius a 
heretic, and the Emperor Theodosius ordered him deposed and exiled.  (Interestingly, a small Nestorian Church still 
exists in Iraq, Iran, and Syria.) 

The incarnation is indeed a profound mystery.  The Church uses very precise– albeit philosophical– language to pre-
vent confusion and error.  Nevertheless, we must ponder this great mystery of how our divine Savior entered this 
world, taking on our human flesh, to free us from sin.  We must also ponder and emulate the great example of our 
Blessed Mother, who said, “I am the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to thy word.”  May we turn 
to her always as our own Mother, pleading, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death.  Amen.” 

MARY,                                 
THE MOTHER OF GOD 



Mary, Mother of God 


