


SAINT’S CORNER 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 10, 2021 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 *11b+/Acts 10:34-38/
Mk 1:7-11 or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 *3)+/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7
-11 
Monday: Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9 *cf. 7c+/Mk 1:14-
20 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 *cf. 7+/Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 *8a+/Mk 1:29-
39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 *8+/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8 *cf. 7b+/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 *cf. Jn 6:63c+/Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 *8a, 9a+/1 
Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/ 
Jn 1:35-42 

January 16. Saint Francis considered 
Saints Berard and his Companions as 
true Friars Minor because they were will-
ing to lay their lives on the line for the 
faith. Such heroic virtue inspired Saint 
Anthony to join the Franciscans. Those 
who give their lives for the faith today, 

have also inspired others in the faith for often the faith grows 
by the blood of martyrs. Feast Day: January 13 

Canonized: Pre-Congregation 

How does a pagan man eventually become one of the 

most important Christians of his time? The story of St. 

Hilary helps us to see that God can and does work through 

each one of us. 

Hilary was born in Poitiers, France, sometime around the 

year 300. His parents were very wealthy and made sure he 

received a good education. Hilary was raised as a pagan. 

Pagans worshipped many gods. That did not make sense 

to Hilary. He thought that there could only be one true 

God. To learn more, Hilary read the Scriptures. Meeting 

Jesus in the Gospels and learning what Jesus taught about 

God the Father changed Hilary’s heart. He was baptized 

and became a Christian. 

Hilary was married and had a daughter, so it was surpris-

ing when he was chosen to be the Bishop of Poitiers. But 

in those days bishops were chosen by local priests and 

approved by the people. Hilary was respected for his intel-

ligence and his modesty. People thought that he would 

make a good leader. 

At that time, a priest named Arius was preaching that Je-

sus was not truly God. This was a heresy, or false teaching, 

but many people, including the emperor, began to believe 

in Arius’ preaching. Hilary opposed Arius’ ideas and spoke 

out against him. He wanted everyone to know that it is 

through Jesus, God’s only Son, that we are saved. The em-

peror punished Hilary by sending him away to a part of 

ancient Greece that is today known as Turkey. 

Hilary made good use of his four years in exile. He wrote 

important books and sermons about the Blessed Trinity, 

and he composed hymns that expressed the beliefs of our 

faith. When he was finally permitted to return to Poitiers, 

the people gathered in the town square to cheer him. He 

spent the rest of his life writing and preaching. He died 

around 368 and was named a Doctor of the Church by 

Pope Pius IX in 1851. 

Today he is invoked as the patron saint against snakebites. 

SAINT HILARY OF POITIERS                                    

DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

Two big things happen to us when we are baptized.  
We receive the supernatural life, called sanctifying grace, which 
dissipates the spiritual emptiness of original sin. 
And there is imparted to the soul a permanent and distinctive qual-
ity which we call the character or the mark of Baptism. 
If we commit mortal sin after Baptism, then we cut ourselves off 
from God and from the flow of His divine life, as a severed artery 
would cause an organ to be cut off from the flow of the heart’s 
blood. We lose sanctifying grace. But we do not lose the baptismal 
character, by which the soul has been forever transformed. 
Precisely because we possess the baptismal character, we have the 
right to receive the sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation, or Con-
fession) and regain the grace that we have lost through our individ-
ual sins after Baptism. If our soul did not have that character, then 
we could go to confession a dozen times or a hundred times and 
nothing would happen. The mortal sin would remain unforgiven; 
the soul would remain spiritually dead. 
That is true, also, of the other five sacraments. None of them can 
mean a thing to us until first the capacity for receiving the other 
sacraments has been established in the soul by the character of 
Baptism. 
This is because it is by the character of actual Baptism that we “put 
on Christ,” in the words of St. Paul. It is the character of Baptism, 
according to St. Thomas, that “configures” us to Christ and makes 
us participants in His eternal priesthood. 
By Baptism we are given the power—and the obligation—to share 
with Christ in those things which pertain to divine worship: the 
Mass and the sacraments. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 



The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St John, the Precursor, proposes the contemplation of an 
already adult Jesus. This mystery is infinitely linked to the Solemnities of the Lord’s birth and the Epiphany 
that we have just celebrated, as in some ways it takes up and represents their significance to us. 

At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of the Word incarnate by the Virgin Mary. In the 4th 
century, the Fathers of the Church deepened the understanding of the faith with regard to the Christmas 
mystery in the light of Jesus’ Humanity. They spoke of the Incarnation of the Word already working like the 
‘Christification’ of that humanity that he had assumed from His mother. Or put in simpler terms: Jesus is the 
Christ from the first instant of conception in Mary’s spotless womb because He Himself, with His Divine Pow-
er, consecrated, anointed and ‘Christified’ that human nature with which He became incarnate. 

In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on Christ’s manifestation to all nations that was repre-
sented by the Magi, the wise men from the East, who came to adore the Child. 

Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we again encounter and represent the truth of 
the Lord’s incarnation and His manifestation as the Christ. Jesus’ Baptism is in fact His definitive manifesta-
tion as the Messiah or Christ to Israel, and as the Son of the Father to the entire world. Here we find the di-
mension of the Epiphany which was His manifestation to all nations. The Father’s voice from heaven shows 
that Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son and the descent of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove shows the 
Trinitarian nature of the Christian God. The true and unique God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, shows Himself 
in Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him. 

The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great Christmas theme of ‘Christification,’ Jesus of Nazareth's spir-
itual anointing, His presentation as the Anointed One par excellence, the Messiah or the One sent by the Fa-
ther for the salvation of mankind. The Spirit that descended on Jesus shows and seals in an incontrovertible 
way the ‘Christification’ of Jesus’ humanity that the Word had already fulfilled from the first moment of His 
miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, from the very beginning, was always the Lord’s Christ, He was always 
God. Yet, His one, true humanity, that which is perfect in every way, as the Gospel records, constantly grew 
in natural and supernatural perfection. ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God 
and with men’ (Lk2:52). In Israel at 30 years of age, one reached full maturity and therefore could become a 
master. Jesus came of age and the Spirit, descending and remaining on Him, definitively consecrated His 
whole being as the Christ. 

The same Spirit, that descended on the water of the River Jordan wafted over the waters during the first cre-
ation (Gen 1:2). Therefore, the Baptism in the Jordan presents yet another truth: that Jesus has started a 
new creation. He is the second man (1 Cor 15:47) or the last Adam (1 Cor 15:45), that comes to repair the 
first Adam’s guilt. He does this as the Lamb of God that takes away our sins. ‘Looking at the events in light of 
the Cross and Resurrection, the Christian people realised what happened: Jesus loaded the burden of all 
mankind’s guilt upon His shoulders; he bore it down into the depths of the Jordan. He inaugurated his public 
activity by stepping into the place of sinners’ (Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth, Bloomsbury 2007, p 18). 

Excerpted from the Congregation for the Clergy 




