


SAINT’S CORNER 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 17, 2021 

Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-
15a, 17-20/ 
Jn 1:35-42 
Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c [5]/Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 [8a and 9a]/Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [11a]/Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Mk 3:20-21 
Next Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 
1:14-20 

January 23. Born in Germany, Saint 
Marianne Cope’s family soon moved 
to Utica, NY. In 1862 she entered the 
Sisters of the Third Order of Saint 
Francis where she served as superior 
for a number of years. In 1883, Saint 
Marianne went to Hawaii where she, 
and other members of her communi-

ty, cared for women and girls with leprosy. 

1471 The doctrine and practice of indulgences in the Church are closely 

linked to the effects of the sacrament of Penance.  

 

What is an indulgence? 

"An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal punishment 

due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful 

Christian who is duly disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions 

through the action of the Church which, as the minister of redemption, 

dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of 

Christ and the saints."81   

"An indulgence is partial or plenary according as it removes either part 

or all of the temporal punishment due to sin."82 The faithful can gain 

indulgences for themselves or apply them to the dead.83   

 

The punishments of sin   

1472 To understand this doctrine and practice of the Church, it is neces-

sary to understand that sin has a double consequence. Grave sin de-

prives us of communion with God and therefore makes us incapable of 

eternal life, the privation of which is called the "eternal punishment" of 

sin. On the other hand every sin, even venial, entails an unhealthy 

attachment to creatures, which must be purified either here on earth, or 

after death in the state called Purgatory. This purification frees one from 

what is called the "temporal punishment" of sin. These two punishments 

must not be conceived of as a kind of vengeance inflicted by God from 

without, but as following from the very nature of sin. A conversion 

which proceeds from a fervent charity can attain the complete purifica-

tion of the sinner in such a way that no punishment would remain.84  

1473 The forgiveness of sin and restoration of communion with  

God entail the remission of the eternal punishment of sin, but 

temporal punishment of sin remains. While patiently bearing 

sufferings and trials of all kinds and, when the day comes, se-

renely facing death, the Christian must strive to accept this tem-

poral punishment of sin as a grace. He should strive by works of 

mercy and charity, as well as by prayer and the various practices 

of penance, to put off completely the "old man" and to put on 

the "new man."85  
 

 In the Communion of Saints 

1474 The Christian who seeks to purify himself of his sin and to 

become holy with the help of God's grace is not alone. "The life 

of each of God's children is joined in Christ and through Christ in 

a wonderful way to the life of all the other Christian brethren in 

the supernatural unity of the Mystical Body of Christ, as in a sin-

gle mystical person."86 

1475 In the communion of saints, "a perennial link of charity 

exists between the faithful who have already reached their heav-

enly home, those who are expiating their sins in purgatory and 

those who are still pilgrims on earth. between them there is, too, 

an abundant exchange of all good things."87 In this wonderful 

exchange, the holiness of one profits others, well beyond the 

harm that the sin of one could cause others. Thus recourse to the 

communion of saints lets the contrite sinner be more promptly 

and efficaciously purified of the punishments for sin. 

1476 We also call these spiritual goods of the communion of 

saints the Church's treasury, which is "not the sum total of the 

material goods which have accumulated during the course of the 

centuries. On the contrary the 'treasury of the Church' is the 

infinite value, which can never be exhausted, which Christ's mer-

its have before God. They were offered so that the whole of 

mankind could be set free from sin and attain communion with 

the Father. In Christ, the Redeemer himself, the satisfactions and 

merits of his Redemption exist and find their efficacy."88 

1477 "This treasury includes as well the prayers and good works 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary. They are truly immense, unfathoma-

ble, and even pristine in their value before God. In the treasury, 

too, are the prayers and good works of all the saints, all those 

who have followed in the footsteps of Christ the Lord and by his 

grace have made their lives holy and carried out the mission in 

the unity of the Mystical Body."89 

Obtaining indulgence from God through the Church                    

1478 An indulgence is obtained through the Church who, by 

virtue of the power of binding and loosing granted her by Christ 

Jesus, intervenes in favor of individual Christians and opens for 

them the treasury of the merits of Christ and the saints to obtain 

from the Father of mercies the remission of the temporal punish-

ments due for their sins. Thus the Church does not want simply 

to come to the aid of these Christians, but also to spur them to 

works of devotion, penance, and charity.90 

1479 Since the faithful departed now being purified are also 

members of the same communion of saints, one way we can 

help them is to obtain indulgences for them, so that the tem-

poral punishments due for their sins may be remitted. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

INDULGENCES 



January The Month of the Holy Name of Jesus 

The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. "In the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, of those that are in heaven, on earth and under the earth" (Phil 2:10). Christ's name is chosen in heav-

en, and the Angel Gabriel announces it when he informs the Blessed Virgin of the incarnation: "Behold thou 

shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus". It is a name that 

has marvelous implications, for it means "savior." The very name bespeaks the magnitude of His mission, 

His infinite love, a love that will cause Him to offer Himself up for us. 

The name of Jesus is the sweetest of all names, and He who bears it is most worthy of all love. He who 

calls Jesus his friend can be assured that this friend is the most devoted and unselfish of all friends. 

Jesus is our all. In His name we may pray to the Father with assurance of being heard. In His name the 

Church administers all her sacraments. In His name she offers all her prayers and blesses homes, the 

fields, and the sick. In the name of Jesus she casts out evil spirits, and at the hour of our death bids us, "Go 

forth, Christian soul." She assures us that whoever shall call upon this name will be saved. When our soul 

has departed this life to seek its eternal home, the Church asks in the name of Jesus, "Eternal rest give un-

to him, O Lord." 

— Benedict Baur, O.S.B. 

Prayer to the Holy Name of Jesus 

O good Jesu, according to Thy great mercy, have mercy on me. O most merciful Jesu, by that Precious 

Blood which Thou didst will to shed for sinners, I beseech Thee to wash away all my iniquities and to look 

graciously upon me, a poor and unworthy sinner, as I call upon Thy holy Name. Therefore, O Jesus, do 

Thou save me for Thy holy Name's sake. Amen 

Jesu Dulcis Memoria 

Jesus, the very thought of Thee with sweetness fills my breast, But sweeter far Thy face to see and in Thy 

presence rest. 

Nor voice can sing nor heart can frame, Nor can the memory find a sweeter sound than Thy blest name, O 

Savior of mankind. 

O hope of every contrite heart, O joy of all the meek to those who fall, how kind Thou art, how good to those 

who seek! 

But what to those who find? Ah this nor tongue nor pen can show; the love of Jesus, what it is none but His 

loved ones know. 

Jesus our only joy be Thou as Thou our prize wilt be; Jesus, be Thou our glory now and through eternity. 

Amen 




