


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 31, 2021 

Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 [8]/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 
1:21-28 
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24 [25]/Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [8]/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 
or 2:22-32 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a [cf. 
17]/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 10-11 [cf. 
10]/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc [1a]/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Mk 
6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1 Cor 
9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39 

JANUARY 31ST,  SAINT JOHN BOSCO 

John Bosco’s theory of education 
could well be used in today’s schools. 
It was a preventive system, rejecting 
corporal punishment and placing stu-
dents in surroundings removed from 
the likelihood of committing sin. He 
advocated frequent reception of the 
sacraments of Penance and Holy 
Communion. He combined catecheti-
cal training and fatherly guidance, 

seeking to unite the spiritual life with one’s work, study and 
play. 

Encouraged during his youth in Turin to become a priest so he 
could work with young boys, John was ordained in 1841. His 
service to young people started when he met a poor orphan in 
Turin, and instructed him in preparation for receiving Holy 
Communion. He then gathered young apprentices and taught 
them catechism. 

After serving as chaplain in a hospice for working girls, Don 
Bosco opened the Oratory of St. Francis de Sales for boys. Sev-
eral wealthy and powerful patrons contributed money, ena-
bling him to provide two workshops for the boys, shoemaking 
and tailoring. 

By 1856, the institution had grown to 150 boys and had added 
a printing press for publication of religious and catechetical 
pamphlets. John’s interest in vocational education and publish-
ing justify him as patron of young apprentices and Catholic 
publishers. 

John’s preaching fame spread and by 1850 he had trained his 
own helpers because of difficulties in retaining young priests. 
In 1854, he and his followers informally banded together, in-
spired by Saint Francis de Sales. 

With Pope Pius IX’s encouragement, John gathered 17 men 
and founded the Salesians in 1859. Their activity concentrated 
on education and mission work. Later, he organized a group of 
Salesian Sisters to assist girls. 

Reflection 

John Bosco educated the whole person—body and soul united. 
He believed that Christ’s love and our faith in that love should 
pervade everything we do—work, study, play. For John Bosco, 
being a Christian was a full-time effort, not a once-a-week, 
Mass-on-Sunday experience. It is searching and finding God 
and Jesus in everything we do, letting their love lead us. Yet, 
because John realized the importance of 

job-training and the self-worth and pride that come with talent 
and ability, he trained his students in the trade crafts, too. 

Saint John Bosco is the Patron Saint of: 

Boys                                                                                                     
Editors                                                                                                  
Youth 

In  2020 The Prayer Shawl Ministry gave out twenty- four 
wraps or lap robes. Twelve of these were given to Bishopville 
Manor in December. We also gave three to newly Baptized 
babies in our parish. Our faithful volunteers continue to make 
these gifts with the thought of providing warmth, comfort and 
solace to those who receive them. They are not just for 
warmth, but to convey the knowledge that St Mary cares for 
you as a part of our spiritual family. If you know  anyone 
who  would benefit from our wraps or robes, please let us 
know.  Call Linda Yarborough 843 309 9664.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISRTY 

Receive me, dear and chosen Father, and the 
offering of every movement of my body and soul, 
which I desire to present through thee to my 
blessed Lord. 

Purify all! Make all a perfect holocaust! May every 
pulsation of my heart be a Spiritual Communion, 
every look and thought an act of love, every action 
a sweet sacrifice, every word an arrow of Divine 
love, every step an advance toward Jesus, every 
visit to Our Lord as pleasing to God as the errands 
of Angels, every thought of thee, dear Saint, an act 
to remind thee that I am thy child. 

I recommend to thee the occasions in which I usu-
ally fail, particularly . [Mention these]. Accept each 
little devotion of the day, though replete with im-
perfection, and offer it to Jesus, Whose mercy will 
overlook all, since He regards not so much the gift 
as the love of the giver. 
Amen. 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 

A MORNING OFFERING THROUGH                 

ST. JOSEPH 






