


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 11, 2021 

Sunday: Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Jn 5:1-6/
Jn 20:19-3 
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-
21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 
3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/Jn 6:16-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1 Jn 2:1
-5a/Lk 24:35-48 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

                    SAINT STANISLAUS 

Anyone who reads the history of East-

ern Europe cannot help but chance on 

the name of Stanislaus, the saintly but 

tragic bishop of Kraków, patron of 

Poland. He is remembered with Saints 

Thomas More and Thomas Becket for 

vigorous opposition to the evils of an unjust government. 

Born in Szczepanow near Kraków on July 26, 1030, he was 

ordained a priest after being educated in the cathedral 

schools of Gniezno, then capital of Poland, and at Paris. 

He was appointed preacher and archdeacon to the bishop 

of Kraków, where his eloquence and example brought 

about real conversion in many of his penitents, both cler-

gy and laity. He became bishop of Kraków in 1072. 

During an expedition against the Grand Duchy of Kiev, 

Stanislaus became involved in the political situation of 

Poland. Known for his outspokenness, he aimed his 

attacks at the evils of the peasantry and the king, especial-

ly the unjust wars and immoral acts of King Boleslaus II. 

The king first excused himself, then made a show of pen-

ance, then relapsed into his old ways. Stanislaus contin-

ued his open opposition in spite of charges of treason and 

threats of death, finally excommunicating the king. En-

raged, the latter ordered soldiers to kill the bishop. When 

they refused, the king killed Stanislaus with his own 

hands. 

Forced to flee to Hungary, Boleslaus supposedly spent the 

rest of his life as a penitent in the Benedictine abbey in 

Osiak. 

Reflection 

Saints John the Baptist, Thomas Becket, Thomas More, 

and Stanislaus are a few of the prophets who dared to 

denounce corruption in high places. They followed in the 

footsteps of Jesus himself, who pointed out the moral 

corruption in the religious leadership of his day. It is a 

risky business. 

Saint Stanislaus is the Patron Saint of: 

Poland 

SAINTS CORNER 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

Please join us this month in reading Mere Christianity by        

C. S. Lewis.  The book brings together Lewis' legendary radio 

broadcast talks from the war years, providing a powerfully 

witty and rational case for the Christian faith, for any denomi-

nation or even those not quite convinced.   



WHAT IS DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY? 

WHEN AND WHY DID THE CHURCH BEGIN CELEBRATING DIVINE MERCY SUDAY? 

The world was in the midst of the Great Depression in 1931 and the memories of World War I were still very much alive 

in the minds of Europeans when in Poland a sister of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, Faustina Kow-

alska (1905-1938), is said to have been personally visited by Jesus. 

According to her diary, which was listed on the Index of Forbidden Books for more than 20 years, an image was re-

vealed to her of the risen Lord, from whose heart shone two rays, one red (representing blood) and the other 

“pale” (symbolizing water), with the words “Jesus, I trust in you” at the bottom. Faustina wrote in her diary that Jesus 

told her, “I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish.” 

When she was canonized in 2000 under the direction of fellow countryman Pope John Paul II, he proclaimed that the 

Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday, thereby widely promoting the devotion-

al practices associated with Faustina’s visions, already popular in many communities. 

St. Faustina, a poorly educated daughter of a humble Polish family, kept a 600-page diary of the apparitions she 

claimed continued for years. Her entries focus on God’s mercy, the call to accept God’s mercy and to be merciful, the 

need for conversion, and the call to trust in Jesus. It had been Jesus’ own wish, she wrote, to establish a feast day: “I 

[Jesus] desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls. . . . I am giving them the last hope of salva-

tion; that is, the Feast of My Mercy.” 

Among the practices associated with the devotion are its novena, the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy (a series of prayers 

organized similarly to a rosary), the Hour of Great Mercy (a time of prayer traditionally celebrated at 3 p.m.), and the 

plenary indulgence granted to those who receive the Eucharist and celebrate reconciliation on Divine Mercy Sunday. 

But the road to the universal recognition and institutionalization of the devotion was anything but smooth. Since Sister 

Faustina’s diary, which she claimed Jesus himself had asked her to keep, had been previously listed on the Index of For-

bidden Books, it curtailed the exercise of the devotional practices. Detractors claimed that her writing contained theo-

logical errors, while her defenders attribute mistakes to a faulty translation from Polish to Italian. While the diary is no 

longer on the Index and her canonization has officially put away concerns regarding the orthodoxy of her writings, 

critics remain. 

The celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday is an opportunity to reflect on the theme of how God’s mercy can overcome 

sin and, as the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments states, “a perennial invitation to 

the Christian world to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and trials that mankind [sic] will ex-

perience in the years to come.” 

This article appeared in the May 2011 issue of U.S. Catholic (Vol. 76, No. 5, page 46). 




